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Letter to Dr. King
By Raynard Jackson, 

Published: Jan. 31, 2005

You didn't know me when you were here
But through your words I feel you are near.

I was too young for the demonstration,
But I learned about you in my education.

You said we all were created equal,
But maybe now we need a new sequel.

Because I don't know what happened to the dream
Nor the members of your team.

Yeah, Andy's made a name, 
Jesse got some fame.

But what happened to the vision?
Seems it's been lost to indecision.

Do we continue to blame whites for our plight,
'Cause it's easier than to stand and fight?

Do we need integration to survive?
We did pretty good without it, to my surprise.

Should we attend college at an HBCU,
Or go to Harvard, Princeton or even Purdue?

You said we should not be judged by the color of our skin
Does that apply to the political party I'm in?

Some ask me, "How can you be black and Republican?"
Because, like you Dr. King, I believe in the "I CAN"

You were invited to the White House for conversation,
Because everyone saw your dedication.

Now we call the president bad for blacks
But look at how these leaders act.

They call him evil and a racist man
Though his cabinet shows he understands.

Did you ever dream of a black secretary of state?
We've come a long way from that era of hate.

Did you dream of a black national security advisor?
Maybe white folks have gotten a little wiser.

To put blacks in a position where a lot fail
Because most of the time we excel.

Lenny Wilkens in the NBA,
DeWayne Wickam at USA Today.

Barack Obama in the Senate;
Ran because he thought he could win it.

Dr. Ben Carson with the knife,
Saves life after life.

But how did we come to this place
Where we now curse our own race?

the role that African Americans
— including slaves, free blacks
and contraband (African
Americans who fled slavery in
the hope of securing their free-
dom behind Union lines) —
played in the hospital and the
city. This season introduces
newcomer Charlotte Jenkins
(played by Tony Award-winning
actress Patina Miller), a runaway
slave turned abolitionist who
goes to Alexandria to help the
contraband population adapt to
freedom.  
New on February 27 – March 1
from Henry Louis Gates, Jr. is
an epic new documentary series,
AFRICA’S GREAT CIVILIZA-
TIONS, that brings to life stories
of both little-known and cele-
brated African kingdoms and
cultures, and includes a histori-
cal reflection on the slave trade
to the Americas. 

In addition to on-air programs,
the PBS Black Culture
Connection (BCC), an extension
of PBS.org, features black films,
stories and discussion across
PBS, and provides audiences
with a catalogue of more than 30
programs available for stream-
ing. Most PBS programs are
available for streaming follow-
ing their broadcast via the PBS
apps for iOS and Android
devices and via station-branded
digital platforms including
Roku, AppleTV, Amazon Fire
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TV and Chromecast.
A complete preview of programs
related to the African-American
experience includes:

MERCY STREET, Season 2 
Sundays, February 5-19, 2017,
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
Allegiances blur and loyalties
shift as the war pushes the
drama beyond the hospital.
Follow the growing chaos at
Alexandria’s Mansion House,
the precarious position of the
Green family and the changing
situation of the burgeoning
black population. 

INDEPENDENT LENS “Birth
of a Movement” 
Monday, February 6, 10-11 p.m.
ET
Learn how D.W. Griffith’s 1915
film The Birth of a Nation
unleashed a battle still being
waged today over race relations
and representation, and the
power and influence of
Hollywood. Featuring Spike
Lee, Reginald Hudlin, Henry
Louis Gates, Jr. and others. 

SMOKEY ROBINSON: THE
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
GERSHWIN PRIZE FOR POP-
ULAR SONG
Friday, February 10, 2017, 9:00-
10:30 p.m. ET
Join host Samuel L. Jackson for
an all-star tribute to singer and
songwriter Smokey Robinson,
the 2016 recipient of the

Gershwin Prize, with a special
appearance by Berry Gordy,
founder of Motown.  

INDEPENDENT LENS
“Accidental Courtesy” 
Monday, February 13, 10-11:30
p.m. ET
Meet African-American musi-
cian Daryl Davis, who has a
peculiar passion — meeting and
befriending members of the Ku
Klux Klan in an attempt to
change their minds and forge
racial conciliation.

THE TALK – RACE IN AMER-
ICA
Monday, February 20, 2017,
9:00-11:00 p.m. ET
In the wake of recent tragic and
fatal events between men of
color and law enforcement, learn
how black and Hispanic families
counsel their kids to stay safe if
they are stopped by the police.

AMERICAN MASTERS
“Maya Angelou: And Still I
Rise” 
Tuesday, February 21, 2017,
8:00-10:00 p.m. ET
Journey through the prolific life
of the I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings author and activist
who inspired generations with
lyrical modern African-
American thought. Features new
interviews with Oprah Winfrey,
Common, the Clintons and oth-
ers. 

Daniel A. P. Murray, the second African
American to work at Library of Congress,
is subject of book by Elizabeth Dowling

Pioneer in African-American
History Is Subject of Book

Discussion
Daniel A.P. Murray Was

Assistant Librarian at Library
of Congress

Daniel Alexander Payne
Murray (1852-1925) was only
the second African American to
work at the Library of Congress
when he joined the staff in 1871;
10 years later he became assis-
tant librarian, a position he held
for 41 years. Murray bequeathed
his papers to the Library upon
his death in 1925.
The story of Murray and the rise
and fall of America’s black
upper class of that time in U.S.
history is the subject of a new
book by Elizabeth Dowling
Taylor, “The Original Black
Elite: Daniel Murray and the
Story of a Forgotten Era”
(Amistad, 2017).
Taylor will discuss and sign her

work at the Library of Congress
on Tuesday, Feb. 14, at noon in
the Mary Pickford Theater on
the third floor of the Library’s
James Madison Building, 101
Independence Ave. S.E. This
Books & Beyond event, part of
the Library’s observance of
African-American History
Month, is co-sponsored by the
Center for the Book and the
Daniel A.P. Murray Association
of the Library of Congress. It is
free and open to the public; no

tickets are required. 
When Murray went to work for

the Library, government jobs
were among the most presti-
gious jobs available to African
Americans. Murray also had a
construction business, which
made him wealthy, but Jim
Crow laws and the proliferation
of white supremacist groups
during that era halted the rise of
elites such as Murray.
Elizabeth Dowling Taylor has
worked more than 20 years in
museum education and histori-
cal research. She was director of
interpretation at Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and
director of education at James
Madison’s Montpelier. Most
recently a fellow at the Virginia
Foundation for the Humanities,
Taylor is now an independent
scholar and lecturer. She is also
the author of “A Slave in the
White House.” 

The Library’s Center for the
Book, established by Congress

in 1977 to "stimulate public
interest in books and reading," is
a national force for reading and
literacy promotion. A public-pri-
vate partnership, it sponsors
educational programs that reach
readers of all ages through its
affiliated state centers, collabo-
rations with nonprofit reading
promotion partners and through
its Young Readers Center and its
Poetry and Literature Center at
the Library of Congress. For
more information, visit
read.gov.

The Library of Congress is the
world’s largest library, offering
access to the creative record of
the United States—and exten-
sive materials from around the
world—both on site and online.
It is the main research arm of the
U.S. Congress and the home of
the U.S. Copyright Office.
Explore collections, reference
services and other programs and
plan a visit at loc.gov, access the
official site for U.S. federal leg-
islative information at con-
gress.gov, and register creative
works of authorship at copy-
right.gov. 

The story of Murray and
the rise and fall of
America’s black upper
class of that time in U.S.
history is the subject of a
new book by Elizabeth
Dowling Taylor, “The
Original Black Elite:
Daniel Murray and the
Story of a Forgotten Era”
(Amistad, 2017).
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.


