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Negro spirituals often
provided sanctity for
freedom bound slaves

Macy’s hosts BJ The Chicago
Kid, Jay Ellis, Marcus
Samuelsson, Crissle West and
more at eight stores nationwide
– including in Atlanta and
Miami

Miami, FL – This February,
Macy’s celebrates Black History
Month by welcoming a host of
stars from a variety of fields
including fine art, music, litera-
ture, the culinary arts, and the
spoken word. Black culture has
electrified the pulse of American
life for generations, from music
and fashion to film, television
and activism.  It has created a
wave of change that has helped
propel the country to new
heights. This year, our celebrity
guests will share how creative
self-expression and a strong
connection to their heritage have
shaped their careers. As part of
Macy’s Black History Month
celebrations, Grammy-nominat-
ed artist BJ The Chicago Kid,
Insecure actor Jay Ellis, award-
winning Macy’s Culinary
Council Chef Marcus
Samuelsson, and The Read pod-
cast host Crissle West will join
other emerging stars in conver-
sations focused on the influence
and impact of black culture on
all facets of American life.

Pastor Gray on Own: Oprah
Winfrey Network ...from page  3
on restaurant owner Miss
Robbie Montgomery and her
family.

“Pastor Gray’s unique blend of
humor and heart will make for a
great series,” said Erik Logan,
president, OWN.”  “We are
excited for him to join our
Saturday night family and
thrilled to order new episodes
from the Peetes and Sweetie
Pie’s.” 
OWN is consistently a top net-

work for African-American
women on Saturday night.
“Welcome to Sweetie Pie’s” is
the most-watched docu-series in
OWN history and during its
most recent season was Saturday
night’s #1 original cable series
among African-American
women.  During its first season
“For Peete’s Sake” was Saturday
night’s #1 original cable series

among African-American
women. 

About “The Book of John”
(working title)
“The Book of John” (working

title), is a dramedy docu-series
featuring the life of John Gray,
associate pastor at Joel Osteen’s
world-famous Lakewood
Church in Houston, Texas.
Known for his loud, hilarious,

unconventional and gravitating
ways, Gray has traveled the
world utilizing his gifts of
music, comedy and preaching to
help bring people together from
all walks of life and share the
Gospel in his unique and
uncompromising way.  In the
new series Gray will give view-
ers intimate access into his home
life and world renowned min-
istry as he helps people in his
community overcome life chal-
lenges, while facing his own
relatable struggles as a husband
and father. The series is pro-
duced by Leftfield Pictures.
Executive producers are David
George, Jordana Hochman and
Joe Weinstock from Leftfield
Pictures, with Rich Wilkerson
and Jason Kennedy serving as
consulting producers.

Macy’s set to celebrate
Black art, expression and
culture this Black History 

“Macy’s is once again thrilled
to celebrate the contributions
African Americans have made to
our nation with special events in
our stores. Macy’s values the
diversity of all of its customers
and inclusion and respect are at
the heart of our core values.  We
are happy to join with our asso-
ciates and customers nationwide
in honoring the legacy of
African American achievement
during Black History Month and
beyond,” said Kristyn Doar-
Page, Macy’s vice president of
Diversity & Inclusion Strategies.

In New York City and
Washington, D.C., writer and
pop culture commentator Crissle
West will moderate thought-pro-
voking conversations with local
artists. In Philadelphia and
Atlanta, Chef Marcus
Samuelsson will share stories
from his new book, “The Red
Rooster Cookbook: The Story of
Food and Hustle in Harlem!” In
Chicago, BJ The Chicago Kid
and Jay Ellis will participate in
an engaging panel discussion
and talk with the audience. 

Rapper, spoken-word poet,
actor and activist Saul Williams
serves as the national ambassa-
dor for Macy’s Black History
Month Celebration. Exclusive

video performances and inter-
views from Williams, hailed as
the “poet laureate of hip-hop” by
“CNN,” will be featured at
www.macys.com/celebrate.

“I am very glad Macy’s is fur-
thering the discourse around
artistic self-expression in black
culture.  As a performer who
uses words to bring attention to
social justice causes, I feel it is
paramount to stimulate engage-
ment and awareness through our
words and our art,” said Saul
Williams.
BJ The Chicago Kid is an R&B
recording artist who recently
delivered a soulful rendition of
the national anthem preceding
President Obama’s farewell
address.  His debut album, “In
My Mind,” has been nominated
for three 2017 Grammy Awards.
He recently released a mixtape,
“The Lost Files: Cuffing
Season” and a new video for his
homage to Marvin Gaye, “Uncle
Marvin.”
Jay Ellis is a talented actor best

known for his roles on HBO’s
“Insecure” and BET’s “The
Game.”  His other credits
include guest-starring roles on
“Hart of Dixie,” “How I Met
Your Mother,” “NCIS,” and
“Grey’s Anatomy.”

Black and
Hispanic

accountants
to meet in
Sept. 2017

National Black MBA
Association Announces
Collaboration with Prospanica
To Present 39th Annual National
Conference in Philadelphia
Collaboration creates nation's
largest conference and career
event for professionals of color
and Hispanics.

ATLANTA, GA /PRNewswire/
-- The National Black MBA
Association (NBMBAA) and
Prospanica, The Association of
Hispanic Professionals (former-
ly the National Society of
Hispanic MBAs)  announced a
new strategic partnership to co-
present the 39th Annual NBM-
BAA Conference and Career
Exposition. The Conference will
occur in Philadelphia, PA from
Sept. 26–30, 2017, and will
include the Career Expo, as well
as programming and workshops
designed to address topics
important to graduate students
and executives of color.
The expertise of both organiza-

tions will enhance the
Conference with increased
access to global corporations
interested in recruiting diverse
talent for management and exec-
utive level positions, while fus-
ing best practices from two
industries to deliver value to
corporate and educational part-
ners.

"The National Black MBA
Association has nearly 10,000
members," said Jesse Tyson,
president & CEO, NBMBAA.
"Identifying strategies to expand
our reach and connect them to
resources that spark career and
economic growth is one of our
main priorities. We are confident
this collaboration will create
new or renewed interest in our
Conference among current and
potential partners, allowing us to
increase our offerings and pro-
vide additional value."

Founded in 1988 as the
National Society of Hispanic
MBAs (NSHMBA), Prospanica,
is dedicated to empowering
Hispanics to reach their full edu-
cational, economic, and social
potential. 

"We need to make diversity
work to our advantage and
emphasize the power of our
communities," said Thomas
Savino, CEO, Prospanica. "We
are thrilled about this co-venture
with NBMBAA's conference to
mainstream the power of our

“Pastor Gray’s unique
blend of humor and heart
will make for a great
series,” said Erik Logan,
president, OWN.”  “We
are excited for him to join
our Saturday night family
and thrilled to order new
episodes from the Peetes
and Sweetie Pie’s.” 
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In this month that celebrates
Black History, there hasn’t been
a more moving experience as the
Negro spiritual. Negro spirituals
are a part of the Black experi-
ence and heritage.
According to John Lovell Jr.,

the author of the book, “Black
Song: the Forge and the Flame,
Black Spirituals” (known as
‘Negro’ spirituals before the
term was deemed ‘political
incorrect’) have outlasted their
original creators in the minds of
Americans. Lovell said that the
Negro spiritual has never lost its
strength throughout the world.

Negro spirituals were created
by irrepressible and jubilant
song leaders who created them
and spread them all over the
slave territory. These songs sur-
vived the oppression of the
slaves and were sung for hun-
dred of years—all the way into
the 21st century. Many of the
songs created in those days of
slavery were soon forgotten, but
they live on in spirit. The few
thousand Negro spirituals that
have survived to the present are
only a small portion of the songs
created in the days past.

Lovell said that great Negro
spirituals such as “Swing Lo,”
Oh Freedom,” “I Know
Moonrise” and “My Lord
Delivered Daniel” disappeared
in the stillness of the night. He
said that many critics of Black
spiritual have done her an injus-
tice. The chief evaluators have
not truly felt the ultimate experi-
ence of this movement in song.

Negro spirituals were cre-
ated by irrepressible and
jubilant song leaders who
created them and spread
them all over the slave ter-
ritory. These songs sur-
vived the oppression of the
slaves and were sung for
hundred of years—all the
way into the 21st century. 
These critics have walked away
simply confused and disillu-
sioned.

In a world that searches for
racial harmony and peace, we
can’t afford to miss the true mes-
sage that is in the melody and
harmony. In these songs there is
a true revelation. Children
search the melody. There you
can find the heritage of our
ancestors.
In the past, the Negro spiritual

served as a form of secret code
for the runaway salves. They
were also in honor of God.
These slaves sang of sweet free-
dom, a freedom that could not be
chained up and whipped down.
This freedom was truly pro-
claimed by God. Even in time of
despair our ancestors sang out in
praise to God, a deliverer.
Today, the Negro spiritual lives

on. These spirituals are used as
freedom songs by millions of
people all across the world.
They are sung in multi-purpose
marches. They serve as an eleva-
tion of the human spirit.
Let us not forget the beauty of

song that our ancestors gave, for
the Negro spiritual is deep in
meaning and in heritage.

***
This article can be downloaded

on the Black Information
Highway at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com

 

UofM connects students to employers
from page 2
Professional Development
Center in the Fogelman College
of Business & Economics. The
others are:
•Communications & Humanities
•Distribution, Transportation &
Logistics
•Engineering, Manufacturing &
Technology (including
Computer Science)
•Natural Sciences &
Mathematics
•Healthcare & Wellness
(Nursing, Health Studies, Health
Services Administration)
•Social Sciences (including
Organizational Leadership and
Legal Studies)

•Fine Arts, Design &
Architecture
•Education (including Child
Development and PE Teacher
Ed)
•Hospitality & Resort
Management (including Sports
Management)
The new Career Services model
will be fully implemented this
summer, but a pilot and market-
ing campaign are already under-
way.  A kickoff event for
employers will be held this
spring. For more information,
contact Tiger Talent at 901-678-
2239, careerservices@mem-
phis.edu or
www.memphis.edu/tigertalent.


