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Battle continues to have
presidential honor for
Black colonel to get due

By Vernon E. Ash,* 
Senior Reporter and Political

Columnist 
for

The Mid-South Tribune  
and the   

Black Information Highway    

So that the contributions of
African Americans would be
properly represented and
observed, the first observance of
Negro History Week was spear-
headed in 1926 by the “Father of
Black History,” Dr. Carter G.
Woodson.  Dr. Woodson is the
author of the popular book, “The

By Arelya J. Mitchell,
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
The Mid-South Tribune

and the
Black Information Highway

It is a shame when there is

mended his promotion , he was
denied. Here it is the 21st
Century, and Young is still being
denied.
The National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations has been
working for years to get this
presidential posthumous hon-
orary promotion.  When the
nation elected its first African
American president in the per-
son of Barack Obama, the
Coalition had more than a glim-
mer of hope. It had a glaring
light of hope that this first Black
president would give this sol-
dier, the third African American

History of the Buffalo Soldier,
a story of courage and heroics

The Buffalo Soldier*

By Nancy C. Curtis, Ph.D.

When the Civil War ended in
1865, Black soldiers more than
adequately had shown their
courage in battle. At first they
had not been allowed to enlist in
the war that was called a “white
man’s war.” As the fighting
raged on, however, President
Abraham Lincoln and Union
leaders had to admit that the war
was going badly for their side.
Reluctantly, the Union leaders

recognized that they needed to
enlist African American soldiers
to tip the balance in their favor.
When Congress finally allowed
Black men to enlist in the U.S.
Army, the bold determination
and loyalty in battle of the
African Americans demolished
objections that they would be
cowardly and unfit as soldiers.
The Black soldiers were a major
force in the Union’s victory.
In the years following the Civil

War, although there was no
longer any question about their
courage, prejudice against

The name certainly was
associated with the buffa-
lo, or bison, which the
Native Americans revered
and respected. The sol-
diers began to use the
name themselves and
through their stellar per-
formance, made the term
a symbol of respect.
Moreover, the government
never was very successful
in ... 

African American soldiers
remained strong. In spite of the
insults, the men still wanted to
serve in the army. The military
life, even with its inequities, was
better than the life they had pre-
viously known; it provided a
measure of dignity, education,
and opportunity to exercise lead-
ership.
By 1866 the U.S. government

had turned its attention to pre-
venting conflicts that arose in
the western territories between
Native Americans and settlers

and among the settlers them-
selves. In the same year
Congress authorized the estab-
lishment of Black regiments.
Perhaps to forestall objections of
white citizens to having Black
soldiers stationed nearby in the
developed communities, the
army sent the men to remote
sites. These were places that
were considered undesirable
because of the rugged, undevel-
oped land or because the climate
routinely was freezing cold or

Please see page 2

stench of what happened to Col.
Charles Young who would have
become the first African
American general had it not
been for the times in which he
lived. Col.  Young was a Buffalo
Soldier, part of the U.S. Military
reserved for African American
soldiers. Young like so many
African American soldiers
proved himself to be a patriot
despite inhumane racism. Even
after one of the most respected
and famous white generals of
the time and one under which
Col. Young served, General Jack
Pershing, and a future president,
Theodore Roosevelt, recom-Col. Charles Young
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University of Memphis honors Dr. L. LaSimba Gray with
Lifetime Achievement Award for Black History Month
MEMPHIS, TN - The
University of Memphis will
present Dr. L. LaSimba Gray
with the Authur S. Holmon
Lifetime Achievement Award
during the opening ceremonies
for Black History Month Feb. 1

For years, the National
Coalition of Black Veteran
Organizations has led a relent-
less drive to get a posthumous
honorary promotion for Col.
Charles Young (see adjacent edi-
torial and other related story on
this page and throughout this
special Black History edition.
Below are members of the
National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations. Mr.
Charles Blatcher III serves as its
chairman. To learn more about
this effort, email to Mr. Blatcher
at cnmmmf@aol.com .  The
National Minority Museum
Foundation, Oakland, CA; The
American Legion-Charles
Young Post #398, NY, NY; The
Congressional Black Caucus
Braintrust, Washington, D.C.;
Los Banos Buffalo Soldiers 9th
and 10th Cavalry, Los Banos,
CA; The USCG National
Association of Former Stewards
and Mates, Laurelton, NY; The
Buffalo Soldiers Memorial
Committee-Inland Empire
Heritage Association, Riverside,
CA; The Association of the 2221
Negro Infantry Volunteers
World War II, Ft. Washington,
MD; The 9th Memorial United
States Cavalry Association,
Marana, AZ; The National
Association of Black Veterans,
Inc., Milwaukee, WI; The
African American Patriots
Consortium, Inc., Baltimore,
MD; The American Legion-
Cook-Nelson Post #20, Pontiac,
MI; The 9th and 10th Horse
Cavalry Association, Los
Angeles, CA; The 555th Black
Paratroopers Association,
Tampa, FL; 369th Veterans
Association, Staten Island, NY;
The 715 Veterans Association,
Laurelton, NY; Montford Point
Marine Association, Inc.,
Limerick, PA; 761st  Tank
Battalion and Allied Veterans
Association, Chicago, IL.; The
African American Gallery of the
Ethnic Heritage Museum,
Rockford, IL; and the Aces
Museum, Philadelphia, PA.

Impressions of the Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture from a Black Veteran

Editor’s note: Below is an
article from Norman Hill of
The 13th United States
Colored Troops Living
History Association. He is also
a member of the  National
Coalition of Black Veteran
Organizations, the honorable
organization which has led for
years the fight to get a posthu-
mous presidential promotion
for Col. Charles Young. Mr.
Hill made the trip to the muse-
um on October 5, 2016.

***
By Norman Hill

Special to 
The Mid-South Tribune

and the 
Black Information Highway

We have recently returned from
Washington DC after participat-
ing in the grand opening of the
National Museum of African
American History and Culture.

I encourage every member of

our coalition to visit the museum
and share the experience with
your children, grandchildren and
with your fellow coalition mem-
bers. There is no question that
the quality of the exhibits, and of
the facility, are exceptional.

While it is true that the muse-
um has gone to great expense to
capture the African American
experience, I am disappointed
that the space and emphasis
given to contributions of African
American military is presented
as a sideline and not as the root
of our civil rights movement
and, the foundation of this very
museum. 

Black soldiers served under
circumstances never required of
any other citizens and yet their
representation in this museum
appears as noted highlights
along with popular culture,
singing, dancing and sports.
However, my concerns are not
with what is there, but what was

left out in the quantity and space
allotted to the Black American
Military experience.

I was a child of WW11, a
teenager of Korea, and a Veteran
of the Vietnam era. Those of us
who are Identified as “Baby
Boomers’, or “Pre -Boomers”
are particularly sensitive to the
representation and portrayal  of
our military family members
and friends who gave so much to
this country even though we
knew we were not being given
an equal place at the table of
American prosperity.

We were expected to partici-
pate in the military either as a
volunteer or by the draft. And
we did. The “Greatest genera-
tion” was not all white. We
remember Uncles, Cousins,
Fathers and Friends proudly
wearing the uniform as proof of
our commitment and of our
undeniable right to citizenship.
Thus it is no wonder that we Please see page 2

look at this museum with pride
and affection but are disappoint-
ed with the small place we are
permitted to occupy in the per-
ception of Black contributions to
this country. We are pleased to
see the Tuskegee Airmen, the
Harlem Hell-fighters and even
the uniform of General Powell.
But where is the appreciation of
military service that formed the
bases for responsible Black

Smithsonian National Museum of African American
History and culture. (Photo/courtesy of Smithsonian Museum)

leadership in Black business,
churches and politic that had
roots in Black Military service?
We marched from battlegrounds
and parade grounds on to the
streets of America and estab-
lished a positive foundation for
the civil rights movement. Yet,
we are represented as only a
sideline event. Entertainment

at 7 p.m. in the Michael D. Rose
Theatre. Sponsored by the Black
Student Association and Office
of Multicultural Affairs, the
event is free and open to the
public. 
Gray is senior pastor of the his-

toric New Sardis Baptist
Church. During the 18 years that
he has been at New Sardis, the
membership has grown by 2,000
members. He served as the
health coordinator for the
Memphis Affiliate of the

Congress of National Black
Churches, leading the health
ministries and environmental
justices. Gray is president of the
Memphis Satellite of Operation
Push and served on the
Tennessee Human Rights

Commission under three gover-
nors. 

In 1990, Gray organized a
\group of activists and filed a
federal lawsuit challenging the
runoff provision of city elections
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Recommended movie
and book ‘Hidden
Figures’ for Black

History Month
... and thereafter

Essence celebrated the hit
and educational movie
“Hidden Figures” with spe-
cial editions this February.
See newsands. See more in
this edition. (Photo/Courtesy
of Warwick Saint/Essence)   

Editorial
wholesale disrespect for an
African American colonel who
cannot get a presidential posthu-
mous honorary promotion to
general because white soldiers
refused to salute him. Of course,
this isn’t present day, but that
still does not take away the Please see page 7

Black History Month
Special Edition


