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Travel on the Speech and Letters lanes on the Black Information Highway and 
The Mid-South Tribune at 

www.blackinformationhighway.com  
Welcome, Travelers!

NEW YORK, NY, January 26,
2016- Villarosa Media, founded
by a family with over 50 years of
combined journalism and liter-
ary experience, is poised to
become a new player in the pub-
lishing business, a boutique pub-
lishing company of quality fic-
tion and nonfiction books prima-
rily by and about African
Americans and the African dias-
pora.
Their inaugural book, The Wind
is Spirit, was born from an inter-
view conducted by ground-
breaking author and activist Dr.
Gloria Joseph, Audre Lorde’s
partner in the latter years of her
life. A few months prior to
Lorde’s death, they discussed a
comprehensive biography that
would tell her story in full,
revealing her tenacity, complex-
ity and passion as well as her
flaws and quirks. With that man-
date, Joseph created The Wind is
Spirit: The Life, Love and
Legacy of Audre Lorde. Told
griot style (an African oral tradi-
tion of storytelling to maintain
historical ties to the past), this
combination anthology and
biography brings together a

JACKSON, TN. --  The Jackson
Madison County African
American Chamber of
Commerce (JMCAACC) will
present its 15th Annual JEWEL
Awards Banquet on Friday,
February 26, 6:30 p.m. at Oman
Arena.   

The theme is “Celebrating
Success, Bridging the Future.”
Actress, playwright and comedi-
an, Flo Roach will emcee the
Black History Month event that
recognizes outstanding African
American entrepreneurs and
business owners and raises
funds for the Follow Me Into
Business youth development
program.  Tickets are available
by calling 731-424-2030, online
at www.jmcaacc.org and at tick-
et outlets in Jackson , Bolivar,
Brownsville , Humboldt, and
Milan .

For more information, contact
the Jackson Madison County
African American Chamber at
731.424-2030 or email
fhoward@jmcaacc.org.  The
office is located at 351-C North
Royal St. , Jackson , TN 38301 .

Sponsored by the City of
Jackson, Lane College, MIG
Steel Fabrication and West
Tennessee Healthcare along
96KIX, CB&S Bank of Bolivar,
Jackson Sun, Lamar Outdoor
Advertising, Mission
Convalescent Home, Nell
Huntspon Flower Box, Sears
Milan, The Harris Agency,
WBBJ-TV and the West
Tennessee Examiner, this year’s
fundraiser will celebrate the suc-
cess of the Follow Me Into
Business® by showcasing grad-
uates from the program’s forma-
tive years, 2002-2006, along
with its founders and advisors.

Entertainment will feature an
array of entertainment from
throughout West Tennessee:
The Gospel Soldiers, youth
quintet from New Hope Baptist
Church; Bobby Fuller and
Bethlehem No. 1 Baptist Church
Choir from Medon;  Trinity fea-
turing Rev. Michael Savage,
pastor of Porter’s Grove Baptist
Church in Humboldt; magician
Kim Edmonds from Bells;
Dine’ Dance Troupe from Tipton

Villarosa Media to produce quality fiction and
nonfiction books primarily by and about
African Americans and the African diaspora

WASHINGTON, Feb. 4, 2016
/PRNewswire-USNewswire/ --
The Smithsonian's National
Museum of American History
has added more than 20 objects
to the national collections,
including a Little Rock Central
High School year book, a gradu-
ation dress, a personal letter
from President Dwight D.
Eisenhower, a notice of suspen-
sion and photographs, from
Minnijean Brown Trickey, who
is known as one of the Little
Rock Nine. A selection of these
objects will go on view Feb. 8
through May 8 in the museum's
"American Stories" exhibition.
As a 15-year-old girl, Trickey
was one of nine African
American students who desegre-
gated the Little Rock, Ark., high
school in 1957, three years after
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
segregated schools were uncon-
stitutional in the 1954 landmark
Brown v. Board of Education
case.

Objects on view include
Trickey's 1958 suspension
notice from Little Rock Central
High School, the school's 50-
year commemoration program,
her 2012 Soul of Humanity
Award bestowed by the Little

OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network
is the first and only network
named for, and inspired by, a
single iconic leader. Oprah
Winfrey's heart and creative
instincts inform the brand – and
the magnetism of the channel.
Winfrey provides leadership in
programming and attracts super-
star talent to join her in prime-
time, building a global commu-
nity of like-minded viewers and
leading that community to con-
nect on social media and
beyond. OWN is a singular des-
tination on cable.  Depth with
edge.  Heart. Star power.
Connection.  And endless possi-
bilities.  OWN is a joint venture
between Harpo, Inc. and
Discovery Communications.
The network debuted on January
1, 2011 and is available in 85
million homes.  The venture also
includes the award-winning dig-
ital platform Oprah.com.

‘Selma’ director brings new
series to OWN ... from page 8

Warner Horizon Television
(WHTV) is one of the entertain-
ment industry’s leading produc-
ers of scripted series for the
cable marketplace and prime-
time reality series for both net-
work and cable. A division of the
Warner Bros. Television Group,
WHTV was founded in 2006. Its
current scripted programs are
Rizzoli & Isles and the forth-
coming Animal Kingdom for
TNT, the upcoming People of
Earth for TBS, Pretty Little
Liars for Freeform, Longmire
and Fuller House for Netflix,
and Queen Sugar for OWN.
WHTV’s unscripted series are
The Voice and the upcoming
Little Big Shots for NBC, as
well as The Bachelor franchise
— which also includes The
Bachelorette and Bachelor in
Paradise — and 500 Questions
for ABC, among others.

wide range of prominent authors
and activists, who submitted
essays, reflections, stories,
poems, memoirs and photos that
illuminate how Lorde’s literary
vision and her turbulent and tri-
umphant life inspired so many.
The book, a kind of call-and-
response biography, also con-
tains conversations with Lorde,
Joseph’s personal photos and
travelogs, and remembrances
from her three memorials, in
New York, Berlin and St. Croix. 

Villarosa Media began their
launch of The Wind is Spirit
with a Kickstarter campaign.
The campaign, held in
September, raised funds for pro-
duction costs and featured

exclusive premiums including
signed posters, digital down-
loads and a literary scrapbook.

There will be several events to
launch the company and cele-
brate the release of their first
book. See below for more infor-
mation.

Villarosa Media was estab-
lished by Clara Villarosa,
founder of Hue-Man Bookstore
in Denver and Harlem, and her
two daughters, Linda and Alicia.
Linda is a former executive edi-
tor of Essence Magazine and
award winning New York Times
Health Editor, and Alicia is free-
lance writer and blogger, both
with wide name recognition in
writing and publishing. Together
they have over 50 years of
expertise in book selling, edit-
ing, promotion, journalism,
novel writing and online media.

For Linda Villarosa, this first
project is very close to her heart.
“Audre Lorde’s fearlessness has
always been an inspiration, so
working on this book is like
being a part of literary history as
well as my own,” she said.
“Even now I feel her presence,
literally. While shooting video in
St. Croix sometimes there would
be a sudden gust of wind. Gloria
would simply say, there’s Audre
again letting us know she’s
here,” concluded Linda.

The Villarosa media catalog
will be comprised of new books
from established authors as well
as classic books reissued in dig-
ital formats.  Using a digital
model and e files, physical
books will be sent as ordered,
print on demand (P.O.D.) thus
eliminating overstock and
remainders.  The Villarosa’s
believe that this strategy will
keep the company lean and flex-
ible and allow them to capitalize
on dynamic market opportuni-
ties.

They will also support emerg-
ing authors and publish new
voices with an eye on stories
from non-traditional genres.
Marketing and branding will be
a key part of the Villarosa Media
business plan. They will work
with individuals and organiza-
tions with established platforms
and a large social media pres-
ence but may need a book to bet-
ter establish their brands.

As a longtime bookseller and
board member of American
Book Association, Clara
Villarosa is taking the long view.
“I’ve experienced first hand the
ups downs of publishing includ-
ing the Black Book
Renaissance,  a time when Black
authors were a hot commodity.
Everybody on the subway had
their nose buried in a Terry
McMillan book. Then a tsunami
hit the industry and mainstream
publishers fled the black book
market. Now the tide has turned
and there’s an opportunity.
We’re here to help fill the void
and bridge the gap between
readers and writers by providing
readers access to excellent liter-
ature and an outlet and market-
place for authors to publish their
works,” said Clara Villarosa.

Upcoming Events in New
York:
Discussion and book signing
with author Gloria I. Joseph
moderated by Sonia Sanchez.
February 17, 2-4 Schomberg
Center for Research in Black
Culturehttp://www.nypl.org/eve
nts/programs/2016/02/17/5-life-
love-and-legacy-audre-lorde

Audre Lorde Birthday
Celebration and The Wind Is
Spirit: The Life, Love and
Legacy Of Audre Lorde book
launch.  February 18, 6:30-
10:00. The Kaye Playhouse,
Hunter College

Reading and book signing with
author Gloria I. Joseph.
February 23, Westchester
Community College
Reading and book signing with

author Gloria I. Joseph.
February 29, Syracuse, NY
-

Advance Praise for The Wind
Is Spirit: The Life, Love and

Legacy of Audre Lorde

“The saying, ‘our struggle is a
struggle of memory against for-
getting’ remains a clarion call
for those of us working to keep
alive the legacy of visionary
Black women writers and
thinkers. Among those, Audre
Lorde deserves our constant
remembrance, study, and critical
attention. This anthology is awe-
some because unlike other biog-
raphical reminiscences, it offers
a candid and holistic portrait of
Audre Lorde. An amazing group
of writers and thinkers have
come together to speak in
diverse voices about Lorde’s
wisdom and magic.
Prophetically, she called us all to
break silences and to speak and
so we lift our voices to honor,
praise and remember.” - bell
hooks

“The Wind Is Spirit, edited by
Gloria I. Joseph, is an extraordi-
nary, provocative, informative,
soul-stirring bio/anthology of
Audre Lorde, perhaps the most
influential feminist
intellectual/activist that the
African diaspora has produced
during our lifetime. I am not
aware of another life story that is
as multifaceted, boundary-cross-
ing, pioneering as this text,
which includes essays, remem-
brances, poetry, photographs,
testimonies, and a remarkable
glimpse into her 1992 homego-
ing service in New York City at
the legendary Cathedral of St.
John the Divine. A must-read for
scholars, students, organizers,
movement-builders and anyone
committed to positive social
change.”   
--Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Ph.D is
the Anna Julia Cooper Professor
of Women's Studies and
Founding Director of the
Women's Research & Resource
Center at Spelman College

County, and emcee Flo Roach
along with a special guest artist
from Memphis.

The African American
Chamber will recognize six
funeral homes that have existed
least 50 years as Historic
Pioneer businesses.   They
include Baskerville Funeral
Home, Bledsoe Funeral Home,
Dixie Funeral Home, Ford
Funeral Home and Rawls
Funeral Home and Stephenson-
Shaw Funeral Home.    Three of
the six -- Bledsoe, Ford and
Stephenson-Shaw are located in
Jackson .

On February 26, outstanding
business awards will be
announced in four categories:
the Ruby Award for a new busi-
ness of one to five years,
Diamond Award for a business
of six to 10 years, Emerald
Award for a business of 11 to 20
years, and the Jewel Award for a
business 20-plus years. 

General admission tickets for
loge seating to view the program
are $10 for students and $25 for
adults.   Banquet tickets with
table seating on the floor are $75
per person.  A table of 8 is $600.
Ads in the souvenir booklet are
available in business card, quar-
ter-page, half-page and full-page
sizes.  For more information,
call 731-424-2030 or download
a Display Ad Order Form from
the chamber website.   

Ticket outlets are Baskerville
Funeral Home in Humboldt,
CB&S Bank  in Bolivar, Golden
Circle Insurance Agency in
Brownsville , Nell Huntspon
Flower Box in Jackson and
Sears Home Store in Milan .   

The four business award win-
ners for 2015 were Ruby Award
winner Rose Merriweather of
Rose Realty and Property
Management LLC, Diamond
Award winner Juanita Jones of
the Keep My Hood Good
Campaign, Emerald winner Dr.
Keith Taylor of West Tennessee
Oral and Facial Surgery, and
Jewel winners Camille Jacox
and Agnes Yarborough of It’s
Printed.

“Villarosa Media was
established by Clara
Villarosa, founder of Hue-
Man Bookstore in Denver
and Harlem, and her two
daughters, Linda and
Alicia. Linda is a former
executive editor of
Essence Magazine and
award winning New York
Times Health Editor...”

Flo Roach emcees 15th
Annual Jewel Awards
honoring Black businesses 

National Museum of
American History adds
Little Rock Nine objects

Rock Central High School
National Historic Site, a copy of
Lifemagazine, a 1958 photo and
the white graduation dress she
designed along with the accom-
panying New Lincoln School
commencement program.
Trickey completed her second-
ary education at the progressive
New York school in Manhattan
in 1959 after she was expelled
from the Little Rock school in
1958.
When nine African American

students arrived at Central High
School on the first day of school
in 1957, they were met by the
Arkansas National Guard, who
on the governor's orders, pre-
vented them from entering.
Eisenhower intervened, and the
students entered the school Sept.
25, three weeks after the start of
the school year.
"These objects tell a rich and
significant American education
and civil rights story," said
Margaret Salazar-Porzio, a cura-
tor in the museum's home and
community life division.
"Minnijean's donation provides
texture to the experience of inte-
gration and segregation in the
American South."

Please see page 14

Historic Black funeral homes will be saluted


