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NEW YORK, Jan. 28, 2016
/PRNewswire/ -- Sprout,
NBCUniversal Cable
Entertainment's 24-hour pre-
school network, teamed up with
NBC News' Peacock
Productions to produce a series
of vignettes that celebrate Black
History Month. "Weekend
TODAY" news anchor Sheinelle
Jones will narrate each segment
celebrating an African American
from recent history along with a
young person making an impact
on society today.

Debuting on February 1, the
vignettes will run continuously
throughout the month on Sprout.
Jones will appear on Sprout's
live daily morning show "Sunny
Side Up" that day to kick off the
celebration and introduce the
first vignette. A new vignette as
well as a live interview with the
young person featured will
debut every Monday in February
on "Sunny Side Up." The seg-
ments will encourage a two-way
dialogue with parents and
preschoolers as they celebrate
both Black History Month over-
all as well as extraordinary indi-
viduals within the black commu-
nity.
"As a mother of three, I know it

is tremendously important to
educate children about history at

Profile: Ida B. Wells, editor, publisher,
and fighter for justice
from page 3
white men took the Blacks out
of jail, shot and hung them.

The version of events
reported by white newspapers
on the killing of the Black busi-
nessmen did not set well with
Wells. So she printed her own
analysis of the situation. To
Wells, the stories of the Black
businessmen reported in white
newspapers were filled with lies
to justify the lynching of Black
males.

Wells also wrote an editorial
attacking the purity of white
women and suggested that it was
possible for white females to be
attracted to Black men.

The white community in
Memphis was infuriated with
Wells’ suggestion. Her life was
threatened. Fortunately, Wells
attending the 1892 African
Methodist Episcopal Church
(AME) General Conference in
Philadelphia. For her safety,
Wells did not return to
Memphis. Instead, she went to
New York City. There, she
accepted one-third ownership of
the famous New York Age news-
paper, owned by the noted T.

Thomas Fortune.
As a journalist, one of Wells’

most electrifying feature stories
came in October of 1892
Southern Horrors: Lynch Laws,
In All Its Phases. This report
gave her a big audience. She

began lecturing in northern
cities, stating her reasons for the
lynching of Blacks. She jour-
neyed to England in 1893 and
again in 1984. She spent several
months each time, exposing
lynching and other crimes
against Blacks in America.
Wells continued her anti-lynch-

ing campaign, investigating
many cases, and in 1895 pub-
lished The Red Record. In that
report, Wells found that many
Blacks lynched for raping a
white woman were not rapists—
the sex was consensual. She
reported that the majority of jus-
tifications for lynching Blacks
ranged form charges of sassiness
or being drunk to stealing and
murder.
In June of 1895, Wells married

Ferdinand Lee Barnett, founder
of the Conservator, Chicago’s
first Black-owned newspaper.

“In 1889, Wells bought
interest in the Memphis
Free Speech and
Headlight and later
became its editor. At first,
Wells and the Memphis
Free Speech was critical
of the poor conditions of
school for Black children.
To Wells, inadequate
buildings and improperly
trained teachers gave
Black children a mediocre
education. Both Black and
White citizens took issue
with her, but what cost
Wells her job was an arti-
cle in which she pointed to
an affair between a promi-
nent White man and a
Black female teacher.”

‘Sprout’ celebrates Black History Month with
a series of inspirational vignettes featuring
historical figures and kids who make impact 

“Sprout will show its
viewers the stories of four
extraordinary young peo-
ple who are already mak-
ing history by pursuing
their passions. Pairing
them with an inspirational
African-American figure
with similar interests...”

a critical age when they are
developing and learning new
things," said Jones. "I'm excited
to work with Sprout for Black
History Month and encourage
viewers to pursue their passions
and become wonderful role
models in their communities. By
using real life stories and relat-
able figures in history, we col-
lectively hope to cultivate
curiosity with content that is
engaging, fresh and simple."
With the most diverse audience
in children's preschool televi-
sion*, Sprout will show its view-
ers the stories of four extraordi-
nary young people who are
already making history by pur-
suing their passions. Pairing
them with an inspirational
African-American figure with
similar interests, viewers will
receive a first-hand look at how
determination and a vision for
success can make dreams come

true. The video features include:
THE CHEFS: Chef Lena
Richard (1892 – 1950) and
Haile Thomas (2002 - Present)
Lena Richard, a notable chef and
entrepreneur, was host of her
own cooking show on New
Orleans television, a singular
achievement for an African-
American in the segregated
South of the late 1940s. At the
age of 15, Haile Thomas, from
Tuscon, AZ, has accomplished
more than some people do in a
lifetime. With her dad diagnosed
with Type 2 diabetes in 2008,
she made it her mission to learn
how to cook healthier food for
her family. Maya cooked an
original recipe for first lady
Michelle Obama at a White
House Kid's Lunchtime State
Dinner and her meal was named
Best Kids Dish of the Year. 
THE ENTREPRENEURS:
John H. Johnson (1918 - 2005)
and Jaylen Bledsoe (2002 –
Present)

At a young age, John H.
Johnson used his mother's furni-
ture as collateral to secure a
$500 loan to start the publication
Negro Digest. He parlayed his
dream of publishing "a maga-
zine of Negro comment" into a
gold mine, ultimately becoming
a chairman and CEO of Johnson

Publishing Co. Inc. in Chicago,
the largest black-owned publish-
ing and cosmetics company in
the world. Jaylen Bledsoe, from
St. Louis, MO, built a successful
IT company in a little over 2
years – before he had even grad-
uated from high school. At 12-
years-old, with $100, Jaylen
started Bledsoe Technologies,
LLC., an information technolo-
gy consulting company in St.
Louis. Today, Bledsoe has over
150 contractors who work for
him and has notable celebrity
clientele, including Jordin
Sparks and Steve Harvey.
THE DESIGNERS: Elizabeth
Keckley (1818 – 1907) and
Maya Penn (2000 – Present)
Supporting herself and her fam-

ily through her dressmaking and
design skills, Keckley was
famous for the inaugural gown
she designed for Mary Todd
Lincoln, wife to then president
Abraham Lincoln; this dress can
be viewed today at the
Smithsonian Institute in D.C.
Maya Penn, from Snellville,
GA, is an entrepreneur and CEO
of her eco-friendly fashion com-
pany Maya's Ideas, a company
she started at the age of 8, with
10-20% of profits going to char-
ities and organizations.
THE VIOLINISTS: Joseph
Douglass (1871 - 1935) and
Andrew Koonce (1999 -
Present)
Joseph Douglass, grandson of

Frederick Douglass, was the

first nationally-known black
concert violinist, performing
and touring around the world.
Andrew Koonce, originally
from New York City and now
based in Atlanta, is a seventeen-
year-old violin virtuoso who has
played all around the globe,
including a seven-city tour in
China. Just recently, he was the
winner of the 2015 Georgia
Music Teacher's Association
Concerto Competition.
Viewers are invited to celebrate
Black History Month on
www.SproutOnline.com and
share what inspires them all
month long. 
*Sprout outranks Disney,
Nickelodeon and all the pre-
school networks in audience
composition for Black audi-
ences. Among all Sprout view-
ers, 28% were Black in 3Q and
4Q combined.
Sprout is the 24-hour preschool

TV network that reflects real
kids and the real worlds they are
growing up in.  Sprout's original
programming inspires families
to experience the possibilities in
every single day, and includes
animated series "Nina's World,"
"Ruff-Ruff, Tweet & Dave" and
"Astroblast!."  Sprout's "Sunny
Side Up" is the only morning
show for preschoolers and
broadcasts live from NBCU
Studios in Rockefeller Plaza.
Launched in 2005 and now in
over 56 million US homes,
Sprout is a network of

NBCUniversal Cable
Entertainment, a division of
NBCUniversal, one of the
world's leading media and enter-
tainment companies.  Please
visit sproutonline.comfor addi-
tional information.
About Peacock Productions
Peacock Productions, a division
of NBC News, is a nonfiction
production company that com-
bines the editorial expertise,
technical resources, and sea-
soned talent of NBCUniversal to
create series, events, and live
specials for global audiences.
Peacock Productions reaches
more than 300 million people
worldwide every year across
broadcast, cable, syndication,
and emerging platforms with its
award-winning specials and
series. Sharon Scott is the
President and General Manager. 

For more information, detour
to: www.peacockproductions.tv
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'As a journalist, one of Wells’
most electrifying feature stories
came in October of 1892
‘Southern Horrors: Lynch
Laws, In All Its Phases’. This
report gave her a big audience.
She began lecturing in northern
cities, stating her reasons for
the lynching of Blacks.” 

She settled in Chicago. And
although Wells’ plan was to raise
a family, she still did not divorce
herself from the civil rights
struggle. In 1922, after being in
exile from the South for some 35
years, Wells returned to
Arkansas to investigate the case
of the Black farmers who were
indicted for murder. She pub-
lished the pamphlet about the
event entitled “The Arkansas
Race Riot”.
During her day, Ida B. Wells has
the best-known Black female
journalist, especially known as a
pioneer in the area of investiga-
tive reporting. She was celebrat-
ed as a dynamic speaker and a
prolific debater. Truly, she was
one of America’s leading equal
rights crusaders—the paramount
female in the anti-lynching
movement and an outstanding
figure in the women’s Suffrage
Movement. Ida Bell Wells-
Barnett died in 1931 at age 69.

***
*The late William M. Larsha, Sr.
served as Senior Political
Analyst and columnist for The
Mid-South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway. Mr.
Larsha was also an author of
political works, among them
“WE” which presents a repara-
tion economic model for the
African American community.
“Kwanzaa” was another of his
outstanding works. For more
works, Black History, and politi-
cal commentaries by Mr.
Larsha, please detour to the
Black History, Editorial, and Op
Ed lanes on The Mid-South
Tribune and Black Information
Highway at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com 

Do You Know This
About Black History?

In 1847 Frederick Douglass
published the first issue of the
North Star newspaper, an anti-
slavery newspaper.

In 1941, the Atlanta Urban
League won the right for Black
women to be addressed as
“Mrs.” in predominantly white
newspapers.

On May 1, 1867, Howard
University (Washington, D.C.)
was chartered by  Congress as
one of the earliest institution of
higher learning for African
Americans.
The Dred Scott decision was

handed down on March 6,
1857, essentially declaring that
Black slaves could be returned
to their former owners, even if
the slaves had managed to
escape to free soil.
On August 8, 1965, the Voting

Rights bill becomes law.
Rust College in Holly Springs,

Mississippi and Morgan State
College in Baltimore, Maryland
were founded by the Methodist
Episcopal Church; and Fisk
University in Nashville,
Tennessee was founded by the
American Missionary
Association. All three were
founded in 1866, making them
among the oldest Historical
Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs).

Edward G. Walker and Charles
L. Mitchell, both from
Massachusetts, became the first
African Americans elected to a
Northern state legislature in
1866.
There are 50 recorded lynchings
in 1884.

African American filmmaker

Oscar Michaeux is born on Jan.
22, 1884.
The Medico-Chirurgical Society
is founded on April 24, 1884 in
Washington, D.C. It is the first
African American medical soci-
ety in the country.

Floyd McKissick becomes a
director of CORE in 1966.
Sigma Gamma Rho is founded

in 1922 in Indianapolis, Indiana.
The U.S. Supreme Court hands

down the ruling of “Nixon vs.
Herndon” wich said that it is
unconstitutional for states to not
allow African Americans to vote
in primary elections. The ruling
was handed down in 1927.

In 1955, 14-year-old Emmett
Till from Chicago is murdered in
Money, Mississippi.


