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Editorial in support of Col. Charles Young to be
promoted posthumously as Honorary General
from page 4
Procedure—which translates
into the tactic that if you ignore
a Black person long enough,
he’ll just go away. To which it
should be noted that this Black
matter will neither be ignored
nor go away.
In his letter, Blatcher further
requested that Charles Young
should be respected by having
the title of Colonel placed before
his name on the Charles Young
Buffalo Soldiers National
Monument, stating: “…The
omission of his  rank in the title
of the National Monument dis-
associates him from his military
history and outstanding service
to the nation. As it was stated to
me by a fellow senior veteran:
‘He was robbed of his promo-
tion opportunity to general dur-
ing his lifetime. Now it appears
he has been robbed of his earned
title of Colonel in his death.’ We
ask that you re-designate the
Monument’s name to reflect his
military association and accom-
plishments. (Preferable title:
Brigadier General Charles
Young.).”
In addition to his West Point

significance, Col. Young
became the first Black military
attaché, and was “the first Black
soldier promoted to both the
ranks of Lieutenant Colonel as
well as Colonel,” as stated in the
Coalition’s letter to President
Obama.
As a strong advocate of preserv-
ing Historical Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs), I
must point out that Col. Young
has too the distinction of having

Col. Charles Young is still
being denied justice from
the White House. Col.
Young was a leader in the
historic Buffalo Soldier
division of the U.S. Army.

taught at Wilberforce University,
the first Black college founded
by African Americans them-
selves; therefore, it is incumbent
upon Wilberforce alumni and all
graduates of HBCUs to join in
the Coalition’s efforts give this
Black soldier his due. 
Others** who have joined these
efforts are Lt. General Arthur J.
Gregg, Brigadier General
Robert Cocroft, Col. Franklin J.
Henderson, Captain Joseph
Murchison, other notable veter-
ans, historians, and such organi-
zations as Omega Psi Phi

Fraternity (of which Col. Young
was a member), 761st  Tank
Battalion and Allied Veterans
Association, The African
American Patriots Consortium,
and the Congressional Black
Caucus Braintrust . (Please see
full list below). Also, the
Commonwealth of Kentucky
House of Representatives and
the Kentucky Commission on
Human Rights were among the
numerous resolutions in support
of this campaign.
The January 22, 2013 Coalition
letter is one of compassion  and
is symbolic of Messrs. Charles
Blatcher III and  Howard D.
Jackson being ‘officers and gen-
tlemen’ in making this request
on behalf of Black veterans.  I
on the other hand will not be a
lady in asserting that this matter
will not be swept under the rug
because of an inadequate Center
of Military History which has
personnel who cannot do its
research in a warranted histori-
cal context. Therefore, we are
requesting that it is truly now
time for all African American
organizations to come to the aid
of Col. Young. Going all the way
from the American
Revolutionary War, Civil War,
Buffalo Soldier, Tuskegee
Airmen, World War I, World
War II, Korea, Vietnam, and
wars in between, the Black sol-
dier’s blood has been disrespect-
ed. Blood from those living and
dead.
All African American veterans

should crisscross military disci-
plines to right this wrong and

that can be done by calling The
Colonel Charles Young
Promotion Campaign at 510-
467-9242 or email to CNM-
MMF@aol.com .
This is the 50th Anniversary of

the March on Washington, and
Col. Young has not been judged
by the content of his character
but rather by the color of his
skin. 
What does Col. Charles Young

have to do to get the President’s
attention: Stand his ground?
He’s already six-feet under, how
much more ground does he need
to get a promotion he rightly
deserves?
This year also marks the 50th

anniversary of America’s first
Catholic president. Perhaps we
can rephrase his famous line to
juxtapose with the plight of Col.
Charles Young with: “Ask not
what this Black soldier can do
for his country, but what this
country can do for this Black
soldier.”

***

*The above editorial and letters
are on the Editorial, Letters,
Black History, Op/Ed, Black
Paper, States, and Military
Honorees lanes and can also be
downloaded in Adobe PDF for-
mat on the Black Information
Highway and The Mid-South
Tribune ONLINE at
www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com . Welcome, Travelers!

***
**Coalition partners are: The

National Minority Museum
Foundation, Oakland, CA; The
American Legion-Charles
Young Post #398, NY, NY; The
Congressional Black Caucus
Braintrust, Washington, D.C.;
Los Banos Buffalo Soldiers 9th
and 10th Cavalry, Los Banos,
CA; The USCG National
Association of Former Stewards
and Mates, Laurelton, NY; The
Buffalo Soldiers Memorial
Committee-Inland Empire
Heritage Association, Riverside,
CA; The Association of the 2221
Negro Infantry Volunteers
World War II, Ft. Washington,
MD; The 9th Memorial United
States Cavalry Association,
Marana, AZ; The National
Association of Black Veterans,
Inc., Milwaukee, WI; The
African American Patriots
Consortium, Inc., Baltimore,
MD; The American Legion-
Cook-Nelson Post #20, Pontiac,
MI; The 9th and 10th Horse
Cavalry Association, Los
Angeles, CA; The 555th Black
Paratroopers Association,
Tampa, FL; 369th Veterans
Association, Staten Island, NY;
The 715 Veterans Association,
Laurelton, NY; Montford Point
Marine Association, Inc.,
Limerick, PA; 761st  Tank
Battalion and Allied Veterans
Association, Chicago, IL.; The
African American Gallery of the
Ethnic Heritage Museum,
Rockford, IL; and the Aces
Museum, Philadelphia, PA.

Rep. Charles Rangel lends support to have Col. Charles
Young promoted in honor of the Buffalo Soldier

Col. Charles Young: A look
at Black military history
from page 4
the rank of Brigadier General, an
honor he more than earned in his
life time, but because of the
color of his skin never achieved.
Congressman Charles Rangel
and Congresswoman Barbara
Lee joined by thirty-three other
members of Congress have
asked President Barack Obama
to grant the promotion. The
National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations has com-
missioned the renowned sculp-
tor Antonio Tobias Mendez to
create a bronze maquette of the
Colonel on horseback. The
coalition has asked President
Obama to accept the statue on
behalf of the nation for Black
History Month.

In 1912, the distinguished
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity recog-
nized Young’s contributions, and
bestowed upon him an honorary
membership. The fraternity has
often referred to Young as an
“Omega Man,” but now it looks
like his primary
association/membership was
with another organization prior
to his honorary affiliation with
the Omegas. A photograph of the
Colonel posing with another fra-
ternal organization has surfaced,
the Beta Kappa Sigma, at Ohio’s
Wilberforce University, where
Young served as a Professor of
Military Science from 1894-
1898. In the photograph, he can
be seen holding the “B K Ó”
banner as he sits proudly among
his peers, known as “The Black
Cats.” Not very much is known
about the photograph, nor even
the fraternity, which no longer
exists. Ohiomemory.org claims
that the organization was never
incorporated or recognized by
the university, but that it was the

forerunner to every fraternity at
Wilberforce thereafter. “The
members met at various places,
usually an attic room of some
member,” says the site. “’The
Black Cat Club’’ was a club with
the purpose of fostering good
times among its members.” This
new information shines a light
on not only the history of black
fraternities in America, but
shows yet another aspect of the
life of Charles Young and the
men he worked and served
beside.

“In retrospect Colonel Young’s
life was a clear indication of his

Pianist Andre Watts makes his
debut at age 16 with the New
York Philharmonic in 1963.
Singer Nat ‘King’ Cole dies on

Feb. 15, 1965 in Santa Monica,
California. 

Dorothy Dandridge, first
African American woman nomi-
nated for Academy Award for
Best Actress dies on September
8, 1965 in Hollywood. Ms.
Dandridge was nominated for
her role in “Carmen Jones”.
Dancer Judith Jamison debuts

with Alvin Ailey’s Dance
Troupe.

The Negro Ensemble
Company is formed in New
York in 1967.
Singer Otis Redding dies on

Dec. 10, 1967 in a plane crash.
Redding’s “Sitting on the Dock
of the Bay” was released posthu-
mously and topped the charts for
four weeks in 1968. 

In 1967, Aretha Franklin
records “Respect,” written by
Otis Redding. 
In 1968, ABC’s One Life to

Live becomes the first soap
opera to feature an African
American character, portrayed
by Ellen Holly, who plays a
black woman passing as white.
In 1969, James Earl Jones
received a Tony Award for Best
Actor for his portrayal in the
“Great White Hope”.
The Bill Cosby Show variety

show debuts in 1969. Also, in
1969, he received his fourth
Emmy for a TV variety show.
Della Reese gets her own vari-
ety show on CBS in 1969. 
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“In 1912, the distinguished
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity rec-
ognized Young’s contributions,
and bestowed upon him an hon-
orary membership.”

belief in the principles of schol-
arship, leadership, fellowship
and service,” says Charles
Blatcher, III, chairman of the
Black Veterans Coalition. He
was an extraordinary man both
then and now. It is clear why
other organizations and the
Omegas have sought to identify
him with their cause. For the
record one thing is for certain,
he is a legendary Buffalo
Soldier, Educator and Diplomat
who has earned a place of
respect in American History.
Based on his thirty-two years of
distinguished military service,
the Black Veterans Community
claims him and his history for
the nation. ”

For more information on the
National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations they can
be reached at e-mail address:
cnmmmf@aol.com


