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Celebrating the 21st Anniversary of the Black History Edition
“Where there is no vision, the people will perish.”

 

Pres. Barack Obama’s final State of the Union Address... from page 11
happen when the American peo-
ple demand it.  It depends on
you.  That’s what’s meant by a
government of, by, and for the
people. 
What I’m suggesting is hard.

It’s a lot easier to be cynical; to
accept that change is not possi-
ble, and politics is hopeless, and
the problem is all the folks who
are elected don't care, and to
believe that our voices and
actions don’t matter.  But if we
give up now, then we forsake a
better future.  Those with money
and power will gain greater con-
trol over the decisions that could
send a young soldier to war, or
allow another economic disaster,
or roll back the equal rights and
voting rights that generations of
Americans have fought, even
died, to secure.  And then, as
frustration grows, there will be
voices urging us to fall back into
our respective tribes, to scape-
goat fellow citizens who don’t
look like us, or pray like us, or
vote like we do, or share the
same background.
We can’t afford to go down that

path.  It won’t deliver the econo-
my we want.  It will not produce
the security we want.  But most
of all, it contradicts everything
that makes us the envy of the
world. 
So, my fellow Americans, what-
ever you may believe, whether
you prefer one party or no party,
whether you supported my agen-
da or fought as hard as you could
against it -- our collective
futures depends on your willing-
ness to uphold your duties as a
citizen.  To vote.  To speak out.
To stand up for others, especial-
ly the weak, especially the vul-
nerable, knowing that each of us
is only here because somebody,
somewhere, stood up for us.
(Applause.)  We need every
American to stay active in our
public life -- and not just during
election time -- so that our pub-
lic life reflects the goodness and
the decency that I see in the
American people every single
day. 

It is not easy.  Our brand of
democracy is hard.  But I can
promise that a little over a year

from now, when I no longer hold
this office, I will be right there
with you as a citizen, inspired by
those voices of fairness and
vision, of grit and good humor
and kindness that helped
America travel so far.  Voices
that help us see ourselves not,
first and foremost, as black or
white, or Asian or Latino, not as
gay or straight, immigrant or
native born, not as Democrat or
Republican, but as Americans
first, bound by a common creed.
Voices Dr. King believed would
have the final word -- voices of

unarmed truth and unconditional
love. 

And they’re out there, those
voices.  They don’t get a lot of
attention; they don't seek a lot of
fanfare; but they’re busy doing
the work this country needs
doing.  I see them everywhere I
travel in this incredible country
of ours.  I see you, the American
people.  And in your daily acts
of citizenship, I see our future
unfolding.
I see it in the worker on the

assembly line who clocked extra
shifts to keep his company open,
and the boss who pays him high-
er wages instead of laying him
off. 

I see it in the Dreamer who
stays up late at night to finish
her science project, and the
teacher who comes in early, and
maybe with some extra supplies
that she bought because she
knows that that young girl might
someday cure a disease.

I see it in the American who
served his time, and bad mis-
takes as a child but now is
dreaming of starting over -- and

I see it in the business owner
who gives him that second
chance.  The protester deter-
mined to prove that justice mat-
ters -- and the young cop walk-
ing the beat, treating everybody
with respect, doing the brave,
quiet work of keeping us safe.
(Applause.) 

I see it in the soldier who gives
almost everything to save his
brothers, the nurse who tends to
him till he can run a marathon,
the community that lines up to
cheer him on.

It’s the son who finds the
courage to come out as who he
is, and the father whose love for
that son overrides everything
he’s been taught.  (Applause.) 
I see it in the elderly woman

who will wait in line to cast her
vote as long as she has to; the
new citizen who casts his vote
for the first time; the volunteers
at the polls who believe every
vote should count -- because
each of them in different ways
know how much that precious
right is worth.
That's the America I know.

That’s the country we love.
Clear-eyed.  Big-hearted.
Undaunted by challenge.
Optimistic that unarmed truth
and unconditional love will have
the final word.  (Applause.)
That’s what makes me so hope-
ful about our future.  I believe in
change because I believe in you,
the American people.  The

And that’s why I stand here
confident as I have ever been
that the State of our Union is
strong.  (Applause.) 

Thank you.  God bless you.  God
bless the United States of
America.  (Applause.)

END   10:11 P.M. EST
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“And they’re out there,
those voices.  They don’t
get a lot of attention; they
don't seek a lot of fanfare;
but they’re busy doing the
work this country needs
doing.  I see them every-
where I travel in this
incredible country of ours.
I see you, the American
people.  And in your daily
acts of citizenship, I see
our future unfolding.”

incredible potential.” And of
course there a couple of kids
from 90220 and 10027 that
“made it.”
You see, it’s much easier to find
exceptions rather than tending to
the whole lot.
The fact is we’re not teaching

children well and black children
are among the groups that suffer
most.
We’re not making it easy when

we lower standards for students
and teachers. We’re not making
it easier when we lessen meas-
ures of accountability for our
lowest-performing schools. And
we’re not making it easier when
we restrict school enrollment to
a block-radius.
What we are doing is limiting

students’ ability to show us all
the beauty they possess inside.

How many Februarys will it take
for America to believe Black children
are the future, too? ... from page 10

Pride is lost when a high school
student can be thrown from her
desk and arrested in front of her
classmates. Pride is lost when
disciplinary action is met with a
school-to-prison pipeline. Pride
is lost when you graduate high
school only to take remedial
courses at your local community
college because your diploma is

worthless.
I believe children are the future,
but America has to believe that
black children are part of that
future, too.

***
Ikhlas Saleem is the Digital

Content Manager for Education
Post, a non-partisan communi-
cations organization dedicated
to building support for student-
focused improvements in public
education from preschool to
high school graduation. Ikhlas
is an experienced researcher
and content manager with an
interest in simplifying complex
topics to increase dialogue and
understanding, while extending
the boundaries of inclusion in
public discourse.

“We’re not making it easy
when we lower standards
for students and teachers.
We’re not making it easier
when we lessen measures
of accountability for our
l o w e s t - p e r f o r m i n g
schools. And we’re not
making it easier when we
restrict school enrollment
to a block-radius.”

“By 1975, however, Coleman realized that pushing for urban school desegregation had
incited white flight, creating a new residential segregation between the city and the
suburbs. Meanwhile, any integration that was left in the city was among poor blacks
and poor whites, not the diversity of educational backgrounds Coleman hoped for...”

He wrote that “a pupil’s
achievement is strongly related
to the educational backgrounds
and aspirations of other students
in the school.” Therefore he
sought to further the call for
desegregation—in particular,
court-ordered busing of black
students to diversify white urban
schools.

By 1975, however, Coleman
realized that pushing for urban
school desegregation had incited
white flight, creating a new resi-
dential segregation between the
city and the suburbs.
Meanwhile, any integration that
was left in the city was among
poor blacks and poor whites, not
the diversity of educational
backgrounds Coleman hoped
for.
Today, the education debate still
rages as to whether forces out-
side of school influence student
achievement more than schools
themselves. While Coleman
attempted to measure the impact
of family backgrounds on stu-
dent achievement, today’s
debate has twisted his argument
into pitting “poverty” against a
child’s ability to academically
achieve—something Coleman
never did. In fact, Coleman
never factored families’ income
into his research and only men-
tioned the word “poverty” once
in his 737-page report.

EDUCATING DESPITE
POVERTY

Were Dr. King still alive would
he have told Mississippi share-
cropping parents that letting
their kids walk three miles bare-
foot to a one-room schoolhouse

was futile because the parents’
poverty and illiteracy would
impede their children’s learn-
ing?
No, he championed the need for
people of color to have equal
educational resources as whites,
to help sharecroppers’ children
lift themselves out of poverty.

Dr. King also fought for fair
wages, employment and housing
for blacks in the South to curb
poverty, but he never asserted
that high-quality schools would
be ineffective without those
things being in place.
No one can do it all, so my strat-
egy as a freedom-fighting edu-

cator is to focus on making
schooling a rich and worthwhile
endeavor for poor children of
color, through equal funding,
rigorous curriculum, high
expectations and spiritually
healthy teachers.
My fight is based on my being a
Chicago Public Schools student
who was born into poverty. I
cringe when I hear statements
that lump all low-income black
families into one bucket, usually
stereotyping them as placing too
little value on education when
the real problem is the lack of
opportunity.

Keys to controlling Black people... from page 10
whether the slaves live in the
valley, on a hill, East, West,
North, South, have fine hair or
coarse hair, or is tall or short.
Now that you have a list of dif-
ferences, I shall give you an out-
line of action--but before that I

shall assure you that distrust is
stronger than adulation, respect
or admiration.
The Black slave after receiving

this indoctrination shall carry on
and will become self-refueling
and self-generating for hundreds

of years, maybe thousands.
Don't forget you my pitch the

old Black vs. the young black
male; and the young Black male
against the old Black male. You
must use the dark skin slaves the
light skin slaves. You must use
the female vs the male, and the
male vs the female. 

You must also have your White
servants and overseers distrust
all Blacks, but it is necessary
that your slaves trust and depend
on us. They must love, respect,
and only trust us.

Gentlemen, these Kits are your
Keys to control. Use them. Have
your wives and children use
them, never miss the opportuni-
ty. If used intensely for one year,
the slaves themselves will
remain perpetually distrustful.

Thank you, gentlemen.

“My fight is based on my
being a Chicago Public
Schools student who was
born into poverty. I cringe
when I hear statements
that lump all low-income
black families into one
bucket, usually stereotyp-
ing them as placing too lit-
tle value on education
when the real problem is
the lack of opportunity.”

Are we really 250 years away
from closing achievement gap?
from page 10

Numerous research studies
today have proved Coleman
wrong on one point—the biggest
impact on student learning in
schools is the quality of the
teacher. Helping schools get bet-
ter—not trying to end poverty—
is where educators will see the
immediate returns for their
activism. Let the freedom-fight-
ers who work in housing and
economics focus on making
their industries less poverty-
prone.

I was born six years after Dr.
King’s death and eight years
after the Coleman Report, and
the educational outcomes for
black children as compared to
those white children have virtu-
ally gone unchanged.

So I ask, “How long?”
It took nearly 250 years and a

bloody Civil War for slavery in
America to end, and if we don’t
make education equity our top
national priority it will take
another 250 years (and perhaps
bloody riots and street wars) to
bring socioeconomic liberty and
justice to African-American
communities.
Waiting another 250 years to

achieve educational equity
might as well be an eternity.

***

Marilyn Anderson Rhames has
taught in district and charter
schools in Chicago since 2004.
She now serves as alumni sup-
port manager at a K-8 charter
school, helping graduates per-
sist through high school and on
to college and careers.

Do You Know This About Black History?
In 1971, Isaac Hayes’ record-

ing “Theme from Shaft” is a
number one pop hit and will win
an Academy Award for Best
Song in 1972. 

Jazz great Louis Armstrong
dies on July 6, 1971 in Queens,
N Y. 

In 1971, major civil rights

organizations form a movement
against Blax-ploitation movies.
Mahalia Jackson dies on
January 27, 1972 in Evergreen
Park, Illinois 

In 1988, August Wilson’s play
“Joe Turner’s Come and Gone”
opens on Broadway. 

Morgan Freeman stars in
“Driving Miss Daisy” in 1987. 

Spike Lee’s “Malcolm X” is
released in 1992. 

Actor Clevon Little dies in
1992. 

Gordon Parks’ “Learning
Tree” is released in Hollywood,
marking the first post World War
II film to be directed by an
African American in 1969. 
Jimi Hendrix dies on
September 18, 1970. 
In 1970, the Flip Wilson Show

debuts on NBC. 

Email letters to editor to
MSTnews@prodigy.net


