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The Emancipation Proclamation as
delivered by Pres. Abraham Lincoln

 

I, Abraham Lincoln, President
of the United States of America,
and Commander-in-Chief of the
Army and Navy thereof, do
hereby PROCLAIM and
DECLARE that hereafter, as
heretofore, the war will be pros-
ecuted for the object of practi-
cally restoring the Constitutional
relation between the United
States and the people thereof, in
which States that relation is, or
may be, suspended or disturbed;
that it is my purpose upon the
next meeting of Congress, to
again recommend the adoption
of a practical measure tendering
pecuniary aid to the free accept-
ance or rejection of all the Slave
States so called, the people
whereof may not then be in
rebellion against the United
States, and which States may
then have voluntarily adopted or
thereafter may voluntarily adopt
the immediate or gradual abol-
ishment of Slavery within their
respective limits; and that the
effort to colonize persons of
African descent with their con-
sent upon their continent or else-
where with the previously
obtained consent of the
Governments existing there, will
be continue; that on the first day
of January, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-three, all persons
held as slaves within any State,
or any designated part of a State,
the people whereof shall then be
in rebellion against the United
States, shall be thence forward
and forever free, and the
Executive Government of the
United States, including the mil-
itary and naval authority thereof,
will recognize and maintain the
freedom of such persons, and
will do no act or acts to repress
such persons, or any of them, in
any efforts they may make for
their actual freedom; that the
Executive will, on the first day
of January aforesaid, by procla-
mation, designate the States and
parts of States, if any, in which
the people thereof respectively
shall then be in rebellion against
the United States, and the fact
that any State, or the people
thereof shall on that day be in
good faith represented in the

...[A]doption of a practi-
cal measure tendering
pecuniary aid to the free
acceptance or rejection of
all the Slave States so
called, the people whereof
may not then be in rebel-
lion against the United
States, and which States
may then have voluntarily
adopted or thereafter may
voluntarily adopt the
immediate or gradual
abolishment of Slavery
within their respective lim-
its; and that the effort to
colonize persons of
African descent with their
consent upon their conti-
nent or elsewhere with the
previously obtained con-
sent of the Governments
existing there, will be con-
tinue; that on the first day
of January, in the year of
our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-
three, all persons...

Congress of the United States by
members  chosen thereto at elec-
tions wherein a majority of the
qualified voters of such State
shall have participated shall in
the absence of strong counter-
vailing testimony, be deemed
conclusive evidence that such
State and the people thereof
have not been in rebellion
against the United States.
That attention is hereby called

to an act of Congress entitled
“An act to make an additional
article of war,” approved March
13, 1862, and which act is in the
words and figures following:
Be it enacted by the Senate and

House of Representatives of the
United States of America in
Congress assembled: That here-
after the following shall be
promulgated as an additional
article of war, for the govern-
ment of the army of the United
States, and shall be obeyed and
observed as such:
Article. All Officers or persons

in the military or naval service

of the United States are prohibit-
ed from employing any of the
forces under their respective
commands for the purpose of
returning fugitives from service
or labor, who may have escaped
from any persons to whom such
labor is claimed to be due, and
any officer who shall be found
guilty by a court-martial of vio-
lating this article, shall be dis-
missed from service.

Sec. 2. And be it further enact-
ed, That this act shall take effect
from and after its passage.
Also, to the ninth and tenth sec-

tions of an act entitled “An act to
suppress insurrection, to punish
treason and rebellion, to seize
and confiscate the property of
Rebels, and for other purposes,”
approved July 17, 1862, and
which sections are in the words
and figures following:

Sec. 9. And be it further enact-
ed, That all slaves of persons
who shall hereafter be engaged
in rebellion against the
Government of the United
States, or who shall in any way
give aid or comfort thereto,
escaping from such persons and
taking refuge within the lines of
the army; and all slaves captured
from such persons or deserted
by them and coming under the
control of the Government of the
United States; and all salves of
such persons found on (or being
within) any place occupied by
Rebel forces and afterward
occupied by the forces of the
United States, shall be deemed
captures of war, and shall be for-
ever free of their servitude and
not again be held as slaves.
Sec. 10. And be it further enact-

ed, That no slaves escaping into
any State, Territory, or the
District of Columbia, from any
of the States, shall be delivered
up, or in any way impeded or
hindered of his liberty, except
for crime or some offense
against the laws, to be due, is his
lawful owner, and has not been
in arms against the United States
in the present Rebellion, nor in
any way given aid and comfort
thereto; and no person engaged
in the military or naval service
of the United States shall, under

any pretense whatever, assume
to decide on the validity of the
claim of any person to the serv-
ice or labor of any other person,
or surrender up any such person
to the claimant, on pain of being
dismissed from the service.

And I do hereby enjoin upon
and order all persons engaged in
the military and naval service of
the United States to observe,
obey, and enforce, within their
respective spheres of service, the
act and sections above recited.

And the Executive will in due
time recommend that all citizens
of the United States who shall
have remained loyal thereto
throughout the Rebellion, shall
(upon the restoration of the con-
stitutional relation between the
United States, and their respec-
tive States and people, if the
relation shall have been sus-
pended or disturbed) be com-
pensated for all losses by acts of
the United States, including the
loss of slaves.
In witness whereof I have here-

unto set my hand and caused the
seal of the United States to be
affixed. 
Done at the City of Washington

this twenty-second day of
September, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-two, and of the
Independence of the United
States the eighty-seventh.

By the President,
Abraham Lincoln

Wm. H. Seward, 
Secretary of State

Reparations for African Americans ... from page  7

the Persistent Economic Effects
of Slavery, Segregation,
Discrimination, and Racism.
This resource, developed in
2003, along with others, can

inform discussions as we seek to
advance the goal of the U.N. and
our respective denominations
through the development of
additional resources to aid and

encourage faith communities to
engage in the difficult, but
enriching sacred conversations
on race.
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Cancer survivor with plan
from page 7
quences.

A survivor with a plan is
empowered with knowledge
regarding what therapies and
tests are needed and at what
intervals. No two patients are
exactly alike, so each survivor
should have a customized med-
ical plan that provides a prover-
bial roadmap for sharing infor-
mation and scheduling treat-

ments relative to their own con-
dition(s) with their doctors so
that the best care possible can be
rendered.
I tell patients to stick with a plan
– even after active treatment for
their cancers may have conclud-
ed – and know that their plan
should encompass all of their
healthcare providers. Cancer
survivors often become accus-
tomed to the care given in treat-
ment of their respective cancers
and many believe they can
forego their primary care physi-
cians. Not true!

“I tell patients to stick
with a plan – even after
active treatment for their
cancers may have con-
cluded – and know that
their plan should encom-
pass all of their healthcare
providers. Cancer sur-
vivors often become
accustomed to the care
given in treatment of their
respective cancers and
many believe they can
forego their primary care
physicians. Not true!”

Primary care is still very impor-
tant to managing all of the
patient’s needs and to control
chronic conditions that may or
may not be related to cancer. A
patient may become so focused
on overcoming their cancer they
ignore other vital diagnostic
tests like mammograms, colono-
scopies, prostate exams, routine
physicals, etc.
Key takeaways for survivors:

•Know who you need to see,
when you need to see them,
what tests you need and when,
and what medications you need
to take and for what duration for
long-term health and quality of
life.
•Have a comprehensive plan to

help assure you stay on track.
•Combine quality medical care

across multiple disciplines, a
positive “can do” attitude and a
clear plan to get well and stay
well.

About the author:

Kim Randolph, MSN, FNP-BC,
works in the Survivorship
Department at Cancer Treatment
Centers of America in the metro-
politan Atlanta community of
Newnan, where she cares for
patients with a range of condi-
tions. She is board-certified by
the American Academy of Nurse
Practitioners and the American
Nurses Credentialing Center.
She is trained in Advanced
Cardiac Life Support and is a
member of the American
Academy of Nurse Practitioners.
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