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The Mid-South Tribune's Credo  
By Mr. Frederick Douglass, Editor and 

Publisher of the North Star, an African American newspaper (1845)  

"Let me give you a word of the philosophy of reforms. The whole history of the
progress of human   liberty shows that all concessions, yet made to her august
claims, have been born of earnest struggle. The conflict has been exciting, agi-

tating, all-absorbing, and for the time being putting all other tumults to silence.
It must do this or it does nothing.    

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess to favor
freedom, and yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops without plowing
up the ground. They want the ocean without the awful thunder and lightening.
They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters. This struggle
may be a moral one: or it may be a physical one: or it may be both moral and
physical; but it must be a struggle. Power concedes nothing without demand."

An in-depth examination of Michelle
Alexander’s ‘The New Jim Crow’

Reparations for African
Americans in the USA
from front page

By Kim Randolph, MSN,
FNP-B.C.

Where once a diagnosis of can-
cer meant despair and hopeless-
ness for patients stricken with
the disease, thanks to tremen-
dous advances in medicine and
ongoing research around the
world, survival is no longer just
a dream for many, but an expect-
ed outcome.

On June 5, the world honored
those who have fought, and
stand in living tribute to the
growing list of successes in the
battle against cancer. The 29th
annual National Cancer
Survivors Day is also intended
to help recently diagnosed indi-
viduals understand that cancer
can be beaten with help and
inspiration from their doctors,
nurses, caregivers, families and
friends … and with a solid plan
for meeting the challenges head-
on.
According to the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention,
more than 14 million American
cancer survivors are living
longer after diagnosis thanks in
large part to advances in early
detection and treatment. In fact,
the CDC reports that two out of
every three people with cancer
are expected to live at least five
years after diagnosis and the ear-
lier the detection, the greater the
likelihood for survival well
beyond five years.

Validating the more promising
outlook was a study done by the
American Cancer Society and
the National Cancer Institute in
2012 which revealed that 15 per-
cent of survivors – as of the
study date – had been diagnosed
20 or more years prior.
In a November 2015 report, the

CDC projected the number of
cancer survivors in the U.S. will
swell to about 24 million by
2025. A testament to modern
medicine’s greater understand-
ing of how to combat the disease
and the ever-improving diagnos-
tic and treatment methods being
deployed on a daily basis.
Funding, of course, is critical to

keeping cancer research on an
upward trajectory. Continued
appropriations from government
– and significant private support
– are leading to more and better
treatment options and may push
survivorship numbers beyond
the CDC’s rosy outlook in the
years ahead.

However, we all have within
ourselves an innate ability that
can provide a significant com-
plement to the medications and
therapies we offer as healthcare
providers. A positive attitude
and a strong will to beat cancer
can help support favorable
patient outcomes for long-term
survival. Legendary UCLA hall-
of-fame basketball coach John
Wooden had a famous saying
that applies here: Failing to plan,
is planning to fail. His message
is applicable, not just in sports,
but to life, and certainly it is
apropos for cancer survivors.
It is essential for survivors to
have a plan. Sadly, many do not,
and it is a distressing reality that
a patient without a plan has a
gap in their treatment regimen
that may have negative conse-

injected into our conversation.
“REPARATIONS” was its
name. O-M-G! How could a
conversation, rich with opportu-
nity, and vastly important to and
for millions worldwide get
mired down just by saying a sin-
gle word?

On April 29, 2016, former
Attorney General Eric Holder
conveyed his thoughts about
reparations for the descendants
of slaves during a race and jus-
tice program at Georgetown
University. (Holder's comments
were sparked after a student
asked him about the growing
body of knowledge regarding
the sale of 272 slaves by the
Jesuit administrators in order to
pay off the school's debts in
1838.) Reparations, he said,
"can mean a whole bunch of dif-
ferent things. You can come up
with policies that take into
account what slavery meant
then, what it means now.
Affirmative action can be
thought of as reparations, you
know? And it takes into account
… the negative impacts of nega-
tive racial policies that have
hobbled the progress of African-
Americans in this country."

Holder further added, "A lot of
the attitudes that we associate
with slavery and the post-slav-
ery era are still resonant, you
know, in the United States now.
And if we're not willing to admit
that—and it's not even a ques-
tion of admitting it, you know?
Study it, understand it, realize
it—deal with the facts."

It has been more than 400 years
since the days of the
Transatlantic Slave Trade, and at
least 15 million men, women,
and children were its victims.
Dealing with facts and address-
ing emotions is key to being able
to move this often volatile con-
versation toward reconciliation.
Many descendants in the
Americas and beyond have

been, and still are, impacted by
this atrocious industry, which at
its core dehumanized God’s peo-
ple through sadistic cruelty
unseen in human history, before
or since.

In 2007, the U.N. declared
March 27 the International Day
of Remembrance for the Victims
of Slavery and the Transatlantic
Slave Trade. This day offers us
an opportunity to remember
those who suffered and died at
the hands of the brutal slavery
system and raise awareness
about the dangers of racism and
prejudice, which continue today.
Inviting people to further study
the effects of the Transatlantic
Slave Trade is a goal of the
“International Decade for
People of African Descent,”
which launched in 2015.

In 2001, the United Church of
Christ’s 23rd General Synod
passed a resolution, “A Call for a
study on reparations for slav-
ery.” Justice and Witness
Ministries produced a discussion
guide titled Financial
Reparations: a Just Response to

“On April 29, 2016, for-
mer Attorney General Eric
Holder conveyed his
thoughts about repara-
tions for the descendants
of slaves during a race
and justice program at
Georgetown University.
(Holder's comments were
sparked after a student
asked him about the grow-
ing body of knowledge
regarding the sale of 272
slaves by the Jesuit admin-
istrators in order to pay off
the school's debts in
1838.) Reparations, he
said, "can mean a whole
bunch of different things.”
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Other authors confirm
that elements of the United
States government have
engaged foreign govern-
ments partly for the pur-
pose of depriving Black
people their civil rights as
citizens and their constitu-
tional rights as human
beings.

By Dr. Eugene Stovall

In her book, The New Jim
Crow, Michelle Alexander
describes the “white backlash”
against the black civil rights
movement and the reestablish-
ment of white privilege as a
dominant feature of American
life. The process of the mass
incarceration, according to
Alexander, is the culmination of
fifty-years of white backlash
against black civil rights viewed
by whites as threats to white
privileges. America’s ‘concen-
tration camp’ policy taught by
the Nazi scientists welcomed
into academia by American uni-
versities after their war incarcer-
ates Black people at a rate that
exceeds every other white coun-
try in the world, including South
Africa in the heyday of its
apartheid regime.   

Alexander describes how the
criminal justice system of the
United States ‘morphed’ into a
system of laws, policies, cus-
toms, institutions and criminal
conspiracies. Other authors con-
firm that elements of the United
States government have engaged
foreign governments partly for

the purpose of depriving Black
people their civil rights as citi-
zens and their constitutional
rights as human beings.
The “white backlash” now uses

the social stigma of being a con-
victed offender into a code word
meaning “Black person” which
re- focuses the criminal justice
system on the task of depriving
Black people of their political,
economic and legal rights as
Americans citizens. The only
Blacks exempt from the fury of
the “white backlash” are those
with the good taste, good sense
or the good fortune to be mem-
bers of the Black or perhaps not
so Black ‘talented tenth’.
The ‘new jim crow’ stigmatizes

millions of black people a year
as legally-designated criminals.
This racist policy subjects black
people to arbitrary surveillance,
proscribes racially biased con-
trols and denies them their basic
rights all of which is coordinated
through the mechanism of the
American criminal justice sys-
tem .
The tool that the “white back-

lash” uses to impose Michelle
Alexander’s ‘new jim crow’
is America’s War on Drugs. She
says that “… enormous financial
incentives have been granted to
law enforcement to engage in

mass drug arrests through mili-
tary style tactics.

Once swept into the system,
one’s chances of every truly
being free are slim [since most
accused offenders] pressured by
the threat of lengthy sentences
… plea bargain themselves
[into] prison or jail on probation
or parole …”. America’s War on
Drugs targets Black youth, kids
thirteen, fourteen and fifteen
years old and legally consigns
them to a permanent underclass
within the American society.
Professor Alexander who teach-
es at Ohio State’s Moritz School
of Law recounts many stories of
victims of “white backlash”.
Here is one of them:
“Imagine you are Emma Faye

Stewart, a thirty –year-old, sin-
gle African-American mother of
two who was arrested as part of
a drug sweep in Hearne, Texas.
All but one of the people arrest-
ed were African-American. You
are innocent. After a week in
jail, you have no one to care for
your two small children and are
eager to get home. Your courtap-
pointed attorney urges you to
plead guilty to a drug distribu-
tion charge, saying the prosecu-
tor has offered probation. You
refuse steadfastly proclaiming
your innocence.
Finally, after almost a month in

jail, you decide to plead guilty
so you can return home to your
children. … you are sentenced to
ten years probation and ordered
to pay $1000 in fines as well as
court and probation costs. You
are also now branded a drug
felon. You are no longer eligible
for food stamps, you may be dis-
criminated against in employ-
ment; you cannot vote for at
least twelve years; and you are
about to be evicted from public
housing. Once homeless, your
children will be taken from you
and put into foster care.
A judge eventually dismisses all
cases against defendants who
did not plead guilty … the
sweep was based upon the testi-
mony of a single informant who
lied to the prosecutor. You, how-
ever, are still a drug felon,
homeless and desperate to
regain custody of your children.

The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness makes it possi-
ble to understand why some
Blacks are now impatient with
the mouthings of self-serving
Black political pundits. Their
high minded pronouncements in
the white media only say one
thing: “we can’t allow those

The “white backlash” now
uses the social stigma of
being a convicted offender
into a code word meaning
“Black person” which re-
focuses the criminal jus-
tice system on the task of
depriving Black people of
their political, economic
and legal rights as
Americans citizens.

darkies to take away everything
the white folks have given us.”
They feed us lies about being
political in the “age of color-
blindness”.

Those of us whose children
can’t read, can’t get a job and are
behind bars know very well
that the white folks are not col-
orblind; they see our black faces
very well and they hate
us.

The notion of a colorblind
America, feeds the media’s need
for pictures of pampered
‘Blacks’ doing well in a white
supremacist society, a society
engaged in illegal wars,
atrocities against civilians and
the use of nuclear weapons
against non-white people all
over the world. Ninety percent
of Blacks are victims of the
American age of “The New Jim
Crow”. Ninety percent of Black
people-- those not dribbling bas-
ketballs, telling filthy jokes or
betraying Black people’s inter-
ests to white politicians-- are
victims of a “white backslash”
that has been flailing away at
our civil rights since the ‘six-
ties’. Members of the ‘talented
tenth’, political commentators,
religious and political leaders
and entertainers of every type
seem to be quite unfamiliar with
‘the new jim crow’. 
For them, the mass incarcera-

tion of Black people is not as
important as getting a front row
seat at the presidential inaugura-
tion or getting invited to a presi-
dential birthday bash. Possibly
these Black spokesmen will
become more engaged in the
problem when mass incarcera-
tion becomes mass extermina-
tion --or perhaps not.

***
About the Author: Eugene
Stovall was born and raised in
Oakland, California.  Stovall
graduated from Bishop O’Dowd
High School and attended St.
Mary’s College, but left college
to join the U.S. Air Force. In
1966, he graduated magna cum
laude from the University of
California. In 1969, using
research obtained at the
University of Lund in Sweden,
he obtained his master’s from
the University of California at
Davis. Becoming a National
Foundation Fellow in 1973,
Stovall received his Ph.D. in
political theory from the
Political Science Department at
the University of California,
Berkeley. Dr. Stovall has been an
adjunct faculty member at USF,
St. Mary’s College, San
Francisco State University and
at Merritt College. His previous
novels include the 2007 IPPY
Bronze Medal winner, Frank
Yerby: A Victim’s Guilt. The
Hayward South County NAACP
honored Stovall for memorializ-
ing the great black novelist.

His website is http://www.multi-
culturalbooks.com/apps/blog/

A cancer
survivor
with a

plan is one
who is

planning
to win
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