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Nantucket  becomes  an early 
battleground...from front page
Among the Blacks were highly

respected businessman, Edward
Pompey; and  Arthur Cooper, a
runaway slave who had been
sheltered by Blacks and White
Quakers in 1822,  and  who had
turned pastor of Newtown’s
second  Black  church.  
Also  attending  the  meeting
was  Absalom  Boston,  a
wealthy  owner  and  Captain  of
an  African  American  Whaling
ship.  
Many of the Blacks attending

were well knowledgeable of the
overall    triumphs and tribula-
tions of the Black presence in
America. They knew of Ship
builder and owner, Paul Cuffee,
who in 1811 took Blacks back to
Africa. Richard  Allen who, in
816, help found the first  inde-
pendent  Black  domination,  the
African  Methodist  Episcopal
Church,  and  later  became
America’s  first    Black  Bishop. 
They also knew of  the  first

Black  newspaper,   Freedom
Journal,    published  by  John  B.
Russwurm  and  Samuel
Cornish  in  1827; and  of  the
inventor  and  wealthy  sails-
maker,   James  E.  Forten,  who
help  finance  Lloyd  Garrison’s

famous  newspaper,  the
Liberator.   And  never  were
they  to   forget  the  first
National  Convention  of
African   Americans   in    this
country,  year  1830,  at  which
Bishop  Richard  Allen  chaired.
After  Garrison  spoke,  a  little
known  African  American  was
introduced  to  take  center
stage.  And indeed he did.   His
name  was  Frederick  Douglas
who  had  been  out  of  slavery
himself for  only  three  years.
Revealing his experiences as a
slave and as a free man,
Douglas   both   mesmerized
and    electrified   the   audience.
It was   his first address to a
racially mixed crowd.  But from
the Athenaeum Library in
Nantucket, Douglas marched
heroically into history,   becom-
ing one of America’s greatest
orators.
At the next election of School

Committee members, both
Blacks and White abolitionists
campaigned together so as to
play a dominate role in school
affairs.   But they were defeated
by Whites who did not want to
further the school segregation
issue.    However, the issue, for

Willie Lynch and historic
speech on how to control
Black people for centuries
Editor's Note: This speech was
purportedly given by slave
owner, William Lynch, on the
bank of the James River in
1712.

By William Lynch

Gentlemen, I greet you here on
the bank of the James River in
the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and twelve.
First, I shall thank you, the gen-
tlemen of the Colony of
Virginia, for bringing me here. I
am here to help you solve some
of your problems with slaves.
Your invitation reached me on
my modest plantation in the
West Indies where I have exper-
imented with some of the newest
and still the oldest methods for
control of slaves. Ancient Rome
would envy us if my program is
implemented. As our boat sailed
south on the James River, named
for our illustrious King, whose
version of the Bible we cherish,
I saw enough to know that your
problem is not unique. While
Rome used cords of wood as
crosses for standing human bod-
ies along its old highways in
great numbers you are here
using the tree and the rope on
occasion.
I caught a whiff of a dead slave

hanging from a tree a couple of
miles back. You are not only los-
ing valuable stock by hangings,
you are having uprisings, slaves
are running away, your crops are

sometimes left in the fields too
long for maximum profit, you
suffer occasional fires, your ani-
mals are killed. Gentlemen, you
know what your problems are; I
do not need to elaborate. I am
not here to enumerate your prob-
lems, I am here to introduce you
to a method of solving them.
In my bag here, I have a fool

proof method for controlling
your Black slaves. I guarantee
everyone of you that if installed
correctly it will control the
slaves for at least 300 years. My
method is simple. Any member
of your family or your overseer
can use it.
I have outlined a number of dif-

ferences among the slaves; and I
take these differences and make
them bigger. I use fear, distrust,
and envy for control purposes.
These methods have worked on
my modest plantation in the
West and it will work throughout

the South. Take this simple little
list of differences, and think
about them. On top of my list is
"Age", the second is "Color" or
shade, there is intelligence, size,
sex, size of plantations, status on
plantation, attitude of owners,
whether the slaves live in the
valley, on a hill, East, West,
North, South, have fine hair or
coarse hair, or is tall or short.
Now that you have a list of dif-
ferences, I shall give you an out-
line of action--but before that I
shall assure you that distrust is
stronger than adulation, respect
or admiration.
The Black slave after receiving

this indoctrination shall carry on
and will become self-refueling
and self-generating for hundreds
of years, maybe thousands.
Don't forget you my pitch the

old Black vs. the young black
male; and the young Black male
against the old Black male. You
must use the dark skin slaves the
light skin slaves. You must use
the female vs. the male, and the
male vs. the female. You must
also have your White servants
and overseers distrust all Blacks,
but it is necessary that your
slaves trust and depend on us.
They must love, respect, and
only trust us.
Gentlemen, these Kits are your

Keys to control. Use them. Have
your wives and children use
them, never miss the opportuni-
ty. If used intensely for one year,
the slaves themselves will
remain perpetually distrustful.

Thank you, gentlemen.

‘Legend of Lead Belly’
premieres as special on
Smithsonian Channel
New York, NY -  January 20,
2015 – Lead Belly has inspired
generations of musicians, from
The Weavers to the Grateful
Dead, from Van Morrison, to
The Beach Boys and even
Nirvana. And yet few people
today know his remarkable
story, and even fewer know
when they are listening to his
music. His story is told in the
new one-hour Smithsonian
Channel special, LEGEND OF
LEAD BELLY, premiering
Monday, February 23 at 8 p.m.
ET/PT. 
Huddie Ledbetter, better known

as Lead Belly, was born in 1889,
into a post-war South plagued
by extreme poverty, poor educa-
tion, racism and a corrupt justice
system. With the odds stacked
against him, Lead Belly
emerged as one of the most
influential musicians of the 20th
century. 

In LEGEND OF LEAD
BELLY, author John Reynolds
cites a quote from George
Harrison who once said, “no
Lead Belly, no Lonnie Donegan
– no Lonnie Donegan, no
Beatles.” And Kurt Cobain
called Lead Belly his favorite
performer after playing Lead
Belly’s “Where Did You Sleep
Last Night” to conclude
Nirvana’s 1993 “MTV
Unplugged” show. LEGEND
OF LEAD BELLY features
interviews with Van Morrison,
singer/songwriter Judy Collins,
Robby Krieger of The Doors,
Roger McGuinn of The Byrds,
and other musicians, who talk
about how they were and are
inspired by Lead Belly. Also
heard from are members of his
family and those working to
keep his memory and legacy
alive. 
The Black History Month pre-

miere of LEGEND OF LEAD

“Don't forget you my pitch
the old Black vs. the young
black male; and the young
Black male against the old
Black male. You must use
the dark skin slaves the
light skin slaves. You must
use the female vs. the
male, and the male vs. the
female. You must also have
your White servants and
overseers distrust all
Blacks, but it is necessary
that your slaves trust and
depend on us...” 

BELLY is timed to coincide with
the Smithsonian Folkways
release of ‘Lead Belly: The
Smithsonian Folkways
Collection,’ the first career-
spanning box set dedicated to
the American music icon, on
February 24. More information
can be found at http://www.folk-
ways.si.edu/leadbelly .
Lead Belly’s journey was long

and arduous. An accomplished
musician at a young age, he
landed on a prison chain gang in
1915 under murky charges.
Though he escaped, he was back
in prison by 1918, this time
charged with murdering a rela-
tive in a fight over a woman. He
had served just seven years of
his 35-year sentence, when

the abolitionist did remain alive.
In 1843, when the abolitionists

came to the library to hold the
next meeting, they were met
with mob violence: bricked and
stoned. And although White
Nantucket disapproved of
school integration, they really
didn’t like mob violence.   So
later that year in the election of
School Committee members,
Blacks won seats.  

On the School Committee,
Blacks were able to change the
system so as to allow some
Black kids to attend early grade
public schools, but not High
school. Eunice Ross once again
was denied an equal education.
Black parents, then, had no
alternative, they felt, but to pull
their children out of Nantucket’s
segregated public school sys-
tem.   
This event became the nation’s

first racial school boycott –
1844. 
In  1845,  under  the  leadership

of  two Black businessmen -
Edward  Pompey  and  Captain
Boston -  the  Massachusetts
legislature  was  petitioned  to
enact  an  equal  education  bill.
They  were  successful,  for  the

legislature  enacted  a  law
which  permitted  parents  to sue
if  public  school  systems
denied  their  child  an  educa-
tion.

And  when  the Nantucket
School  Committee  refused  to
comply, Captain  Boston  in
behalf  of  his daughter  and
Eunice  Ross sued. It was the
nation’s first school integration
law suit. And   Nantucket,  under
threat  of  being  heavily  penal-
ized,  began  to  desegregate its
school  system  in  1846.

Eunice Ross, at 24, finally
entered Nantucket public High
School.             

***

*The late Mr. William Larsha,
Sr. served as a political colum-
nist and op/ed writer for The
Mid-South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway. He
was also the author of “WE: A
Plan for Freedom” which
explores reparations for African
Americans. See excerpt on the
Black History and Black Paper
lanes on the Black Information
Highway.com . 

Texas Governor Pat Morris Neff
pardoned Lead Belly in response
to a song he wrote seeking free-
dom. Neff had regularly brought
guests to the prison on Sundays
to hear Lead Belly perform.
Lead Belly returned to prison in
1930, this time to Louisiana’s
infamous Angola Prison Farm,
after he stabbed a white man
during a fight. It was there in
1933 that pioneer musicologists
John and Alan Lomax arrived
with recording equipment on a
quest to collect folk songs. In his
initial session with them, Lead
Belly played “Goodnight Irene”
-- the first time the song was
ever recorded. Years later The
Weavers would record it and it
would go to the top of the pop
charts – selling some 2 million
copies. With his remarkable
memory for music, powerful
voice and blistering playing on
his famous 12-string Stella gui-
tar, Lead Belly would go on to
record hundreds of songs --
bridging the musical gap
between the Civil War and the
20th century, and helping to pre-
serve music which would other-
wise have been lost.
After his release from Angola in
1934, Lead Belly worked briefly
for John Lomax, but soon chafed

“Huddie Ledbetter, better
known as Lead Belly, was
born in 1889, into a post-war
South plagued by extreme
poverty, poor education,
racism and a corrupt justice
system. With the odds
stacked against him, Lead
Belly emerged as one of the
most influential musicians of
the 20th century.” 

under his control. By the 1940s,
he was living in New York City
at the heart of a vibrant political
folk music scene that included
Pete Seeger, Woody Guthrie,
Burl Ives, Josh White, Sonny
Terry and Brownie McGhee. He
had come a long way from his
impoverished youth, but in 1949
he tragically passed away from
Lou Gehrig’s disease. Within a
year of his death , his songs
started appearing on the best
seller charts, from “Goodnight
Irene” and “Midnight Special”
to “Rock Island Line,” “The
House Of The Rising Sun,”
“Where Did You Sleep Last
Night?”, and “Black Betty.” He
was inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in 1988.

LEGEND OF LEAD BELLY is
produced by Eagle Rock
Entertainment for Smithsonian
Channel. Executive producer for
Eagle Rock is Peter Worsley and
director is Alan Ravenscroft.
Linda Goldman, David Royle,
and Charles Poe serve as execu-
tive producers for Smithsonian
Channel.

Smithsonian Channel™, owned
by Showtime Networks Inc. and
the Smithsonian Institution, is
where curiosity lives, inspiration
strikes and wonders never cease.
This is the place for awe-inspir-
ing stories, powerful documen-
taries and amazing entertain-
ment across multiple platforms.
Smithsonian Channel combines
the storytelling prowess of
SHOWTIME® with the
unmatched resources and rich
traditions of the Smithsonian, to
create award-winning program-
ming that shines new light on
popular genres such as air and
space, history, science, nature,
and pop culture. Among the net-
work’s offerings are series
including Aerial America, L.A.
Frock Stars, Secrets, Mighty
Ships, Mighty Planes and Air
Disasters, as well as critically-
acclaimed specials that include
Civil War 360, 9/11: The
Heartland Tapes; MLK: The
Assassination Tapes and The
Day Kennedy Died. Find out
more at http://smithsonianchan-
nel.com. 
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