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1799
Dred Scott is born in Virginia as
a slave of the Peter Blow family.
He spent his life as a slave, and
never learned to read or write.

1803 
United States purchases
Louisiana from France, extend-
ing federal sovereignty to an ill-
defined territory west of the
Mississippi. 

1804 
United States takes formal pos-
session of what is now Missouri.

1820 
After fierce debate, Congress
admits Missouri as a slave state.
The question of Missouri state-
hood sparks widespread dis-
agreement over the expansion of
slavery. The resolution, eventu-
ally known as the Missouri
Compromise, permits Missouri
to enter as a slave state along
with the free state of Maine, pre-
serving a balance in the number
of free and slave states. The
Compromise also dictates that
no territories above 36o 30' lati-
tude can enter the union as slave
states. Missouri itself is located
at the nexus of freedom and
slavery. The neighboring state of
Illinois had entered the union as
a free state in 1819, while in
subsequent years Congress
admits Arkansas as a slave state
and Iowa as a free state. 

1830 
The Blow family moves to St.
Louis, part of the wholesale
migration of people from the
southern states of the eastern
seaboard to the newer slave
states of the Mississippi Valley.
The Blows sell Scott to Dr. John
Emerson, a military surgeon sta-
tioned at Jefferson Barracks just
south of St. Louis. Over the next

twelve years Scott accompanies
Emerson to posts in Illinois and
the Wisconsin Territory, where
Congress prohibited slavery
under the rules of the Missouri
Compromise. During this time,
Scott marries Harriet Robinson,
also a slave. The Scotts later
have two children. The Scotts
are not alone in this movement.
Slaves are constantly on the
move, either forced to accompa-
ny their masters or sold as part
of the ever-widening domestic s
lave trade. Slave states and free
states, which had previously
respected one another's laws on
slavery, become increasingly
hesitant to enforce those laws as
the argument over the expansion
of slavery becomes increasingly
heated. Slaveholder's express
particular opposition to legal
precedents that permit slaves to
demand their own freedom after
being transported to places
(whether other states or foreign
countries) that prohibit slavery.

1842 
The Scott family returns to St.
Louis with Dr. Emerson and his
wife Irene. 

1843 
John Emerson dies. Mrs.
Emerson hires out Dred, Harriet,
and their children to work for
other families in St. Louis. 

1846
Dred and Harriet Scott sue Mrs.
Emerson for their freedom in the
St. Louis Circuit Court. 

1847
The Circuit Court rules in favor
of Mrs. Emerson, dismissing the
Scotts' case but allowing the
Scotts to refile their suit. 

1850 
The jury in a second trial
decides that the Scotts deserve

to be free, based on their years
of residence in the non-slave ter-
ritories of Wisconsin and
Illinois.

1852
Mrs. Emerson, not wanting to
lose such valuable property,
appeals the decision to the
Missouri Supreme Court.
Lawyers on both sides agree that
from now on appeals will be
based on Dred's case alone, with
findings applied equally to
Harriet. The state Supreme
Court overrules the Circuit
Court decision and returns Scott
to slavery. 

1853-54 
Scott, supported by lawyers who
opposed slavery, files suit in the
U.S. Federal Court in St. Louis.
The defendant in this case is
Mrs. Emerson's brother, John
Sanford, who has assumed
responsibility for John
Emerson's estate. As a New York
resident and technically beyond
the jurisdiction of the state court,
Scott's lawyers can only file a
suit against Sanford in the feder-
al judicial system. Again the
court rules against Scott. 

1856-1857
Scott and his lawyers appeal the
case to the U.S. Supreme Court.
In Scott v. Sanford the Court
states that Scott should remain a
slave, that as a slave he is not a
citizen of the U.S. and thus not
eligible to bring suit in a federal
court, and that as a slave he is
personal property and thus has
never been free. The court fur-
ther declares unconstitutional
the provision in the Missouri
Compromise that permitted
Congress to prohibit slavery in
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' W A S H I N G T O N ,
D . C . P R N e w s w i r e -
USNewswire/ -- On January 16,
2015 the Newseum opened its
newest exhibit, "1965: Civil
Rights at 50,"which explores the
dramatic civil rights events of
1965, from the historic march
from Selma to Montgomery,
Ala., to the signing of the Voting
Rights Act by President Lyndon
B. Johnson. The fight for voting
rights peaked in a violent clash
between peaceful protesters and
police that came to be known as
"Bloody Sunday," after state
troopers and deputies armed
with clubs and whips beat and
trampled protesters as they
attempted to cross Selma's
Edmund Pettus Bridge.
Among the newspapers on dis-
play is a March 8, 1965, edition
of The Dallas Morning News
featuring a front-page photo of
civil rights leader John Lewis
being beaten by a state trooper.
Lewis, today a congressman
from Georgia, recounted his
experiences on "Bloody
Sunday" in his graphic novel
"March." Images from "March"
are on display in the exhibit.
Also on display are a March
1965 issue of Life magazine
showing dramatic photos of a
bandaged protester and a defiant
state trooper, and an August
1965 issue of Time comparing
the violent images coming out of
the Watts riots to the battlefields
of Vietnam.
The exhibit also includes power-
ful photos that show protesters
facing off with state troopers in
Selma and marching to the state
Capitol in Montgomery two
weeks later for the largest civil
rights rally the South had ever
seen.

On Saturday, Jan. 17,  the
Newseum  hosted an Inside
Media program with U.S. Rep.

Eleanor Holmes Norton and
CBS News White House corre-
spondent Bill Plante, who will
talk about their memories of the
civil rights movement. The pro-
gram is free with paid admission
to the Newseum.
"1965" is a companion exhibit to
"Make Some Noise: Students
and the Civil Rights
Movement," which opened at
the Newseum in August 2013.
The exhibit features a section of
the original F.W. Woolworth
lunch counter in Greensboro,
N.C., where in 1960 four
African American college stu-
dents launched the sit-in move-
ment, and a bronze casting of the
Birmingham, Ala., jail cell door
behind which the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. penned his
famous "Letter From
Birmingham Jail" in 1963.
The Newseum's Digital
Classroom website features a
free learning module called
"Making a Change," which
explores the civil rights move-
ment through the lenses of his-
torical connections, media liter-
acy, and civics and citizenship
using videos, archival news
footage and interviews. These
standards-aligned lesson plans
will help teachers enhance stu-
dent engagement with Newseum
content, their communities and
their peers across the country.
Contributing sponsorship sup-
port for "Civil Rights at 50" has
been provided by Walmart and
Altria.
The Newseum's mission is to

champion the five freedoms of
the First Amendment through
exhibits, public programs and
education. The Newseum For
more information, visit newse-
um.org or follow  on Facebook
and Twitter.
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