
February 2015 The Mid-South Tribune Black History Edition Page 15

Selma
from page 11
never bury Selma because
Selma rests in moral grounds,
the bloodiest of grounds. 
And as God is my witness: The
African Americans who wrote,
produced, acted in, and marched
out front with “Selma” did not
ask permission to make this
movie or needed Hollywood’s
green stamp of approval. They
made it anyway and in the fash-
ion Blacks have always had to
create and make it: On air and
prayer.

And they damn well did it up!

And lest we forget--

They. Too. Walked. Over. The.
Bridge.

*This can also be found on the
Editorial, Op Ed, Black History,
and Black Paper lanes on The
Mid-South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway at
www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com. Welcome, Travelers!

A Black Paper: Cornel West
from page 11

their tax-exempt status.
Booker’s Securing Assistance
for Victim Empowerment
(SAVE) Act, seeks to raise $100
million over 10 years for domes-
tic violence assistance pro-
grams. Attempting to take
advantage of the NFL's multiple
high-profile domestic violence
cases involving players, Booker
is attempting to court Women’s
Rights activists. 

The NFL gained tax-exempt
status as a nonprofit in 1944.
Booker’s bill will also affect the
U.S. Tennis Association, NHL
and the Professional Golf
Association. Newly elected,
Corey Booker is already identi-
fying his political constituency
as Women’s Rights advocates
Ras Baraka, Mayor, Newark
New Jersey 
There is a difference between

Newark’s newly elected mayor
Ras Baraka and previous mayor,
Corey Booker. Governor
Christie has commented that
Mayor Baraka is far more diffi-
cult to handle than Booker was.
Meeting with the people of
Newark-- something Booker
refused to do -- Baraka is
attempting to get citizens to
change Newark for the better.
Baraka defeated an opponent

who spent millions of dollars
because of his grass-roots con-
nection to the city. Baraka was a
schoolteacher, vice principal,
principal, and city councilor
before becoming mayor.
Baraka’s campaign mottos were
meant to embody self-empower-
ment and self-reliance. These
are the same virtues advocated
by Dr. Cornel West.

***
Eugene Stovall was born and

raised in Oakland, California.
At age eighteen, he was invested
into the Knights of Peter Claver,
after having attended St.
Joseph’s College Seminary
where he studied for the
Catholic priesthood. Stovall
graduated from Bishop O’Dowd
High School and attended St.
Mary’s College, but left college
to join the U.S. Air Force. In
1966, he graduated magna cum

laude from the University of
California. In 1969, using
research obtained at the
University of Lund in Sweden,
he obtained his master’s from
the University of California at
Davis. Becoming a National
Foundation Fellow in 1973,
Stovall received his Ph.D. in
political theory from the
Political Science Department at
the University of California,
Berkeley. Dr. Stovall has been an
adjunct faculty member at USF,
St. Mary’s College, San
Francisco State University and
at Merritt College. His previous
novels include the 2007 IPPY
Bronze Medal winner, Frank
Yerby: A Victim’s Guilt. The
Hayward South County NAACP
honored Stovall for memorializ-
ing the great black novelist.
His website is http://www.multi-
culturalbooks.com/apps/blog/

A book review on ‘Eye on the Struggle: Ethel
Payne, The First Lady of the Black Press’
from page 9
Chicago Defender into the South
and get them distributed to bar-
bershops, beauty shops, and
churches to be read and passed
around—sort of a 20th Century
version of the Underground
Railroad.  

In the 1920s, the family had
moved into a two story clap-
board house at 6210 South
Throop Street in Chicago; Payne
was the fifth of six children.
Morris explores Payne’s educa-
tional trek and her gift of writing
both of which serve as a
precipice to her  coverage of
Brown vs. Board of Education,
and most interesting to her meet-
ing the young teenage girl who
served as a catalyst to and well
before the 1954 Brown vs.
Board of Education. It sets up
her trials and tribulation to get
her young nephew on the road to
become the first African
American page in Congress.
Morris writes all of this in such
detail that it provokes a manda-
tory reexamination of little
known players in the ‘separate
but equal’ discussions in educa-
tion and the stamina of Black
youths. 

There, too, are the gems of
hilarious situations Payne would
get herself into. For example,
one is amused when Payne
relates how she had invited then
Vice President Nixon to one of
her dinner parties and was quite
surprised when he accepted, but
she had just moved into her new
apartment and had no furniture.
Payne, ever an enterprising
woman, went to a furniture
store, laid out her dilemma, and
the owner made sure she got her
furniture; friends made sure she
had ample party cuisine. Still,
she remained surprised when
Richard and Pat Nixon actually
did show up. Her assessment
and reassessment of Nixon
makes for good reading as well.

Payne’s rebellion and her
insightfulness continued to
make her question the sincerity
of politicians (from both
Democrats and Republicans)
regarding Black voters. Payne
uses well her columns to jab
them; thus, building a Black
readership which made her one
of the most influential figures in
the national Black populace.

I would imagine that part of

why Payne’s writings might
have been seen as lightweight is
because she also covered the
Black social set (sororities, fra-
ternities, debutante balls, etc.),
but this coverage was not so
lightweight that it should not
have been recorded (White press
covered their own version of
these society events without
stigma to their importance.). In
the Black press as in mainstream
press, women were mainly
assigned these tasks, but in
Payne’s case she could deliver
both hard news and social news,
and she thoroughly enjoyed cov-
ering both sectors and had no
misgivings about being a
socialite in her own right as well
as a bona fied journalist. 
Also, what is of interest is
Morris’ depiction of how Payne
and an entourage of Black press
people, Black writers, and Black
politicos would boldly go into
African nations and cover these
nations coming from under
Euro-colonialism, leaving
White House staffers and  the
State Department in a jealous
rage because they were late to
the game.  The two entities were
riddled with typical white mis-
trust and fear that African
Americans were intermingling
with Africans. However, it was
especially alarming to an
Eisenhower White House and
State Department when the
Bandung Conference brought
together African and Asian
nations in a post-colonialism
movement without any invite to
the U.S. government and with-
out its knowledge. This is rivet-
ing reading because it illustrated
the fear the White House and
State Department had that
African and Asian nations were
cavorting; they were further
alarmed that the likes of Adam

Clayton Powell, Jr., Richard
Wright, and other Black politi-
cos and Black journalists such as
Payne were part of this unprece-
dented event which—to bring
home the point—snubbed the
U.S. government by exclusively
inviting its Black citizens and
Black politicians. This only
stepped up the FBI’s wiretap-
ping Black newspapers and
Black journalists.
Payne was becoming so popular
among the Black populace that
CBS offered her a position; thus,
making her the first African
American woman to become a
radio and television commenta-
tor on a national network.
Payne’s rich career interfaced

with such milestone players as
Nelson Mandela, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., Harry Truman,
Dwight Eisenhower, Richard
Nixon, Lyndon Johnson, Henry
Kissinger, Jesse Jackson, Harold
Washington—just to namedrop
a few.

In the midst of Payne’s life,
Morris shows the beginning of
the decline of the Black press
and how mainstream/white
media began its raid on Black
Press to steal Black journalists
to cover what became the story
of the era, the 1960s Civil Rights
Movement. He reasserts why the
Black press had to serve as an
advocacy press from its roots as
far back as 1827 with John
Russwurm who founded the first
Black newspaper. Its journalists
had to be advocates as well as
reporters of events. The advoca-
cy aspect of the Black press is
now looked down upon as fur-
ther evidence to destroy what lit-
tle legitimacy the Black press
has left in the wake of Blacks
gaining civil rights. The white
press’ rape of the Black news-
rooms also resulted in advertis-
ers taking their wares to main-
stream/white press which now
can boast of having their ver-
sions of Black History Month,
Juneteenth, and the like which
advertisers can adjudicate their
EEO responsibility in political
correctness to lure Black con-
sumers.
And, again, perhaps without his
meaning to do so, Morris defines
a 21st Century delineation
between Black and white jour-
nalists in newsrooms where

Black journalists are being
reduced in relevance as Payne
was in the segregated Fourth
Estate of the 1950s; but, unlike
the 1950s, they have less free-
dom to write about and cover
issues not viewed as ‘Black’
(e.g. international politics, eco-
nomics, science, technology,
opera), and ironically, still have
even less freedom to cover
Black issues in a way which
their white readers/viewers
might find offensive. Thus, the
21 Century state of Black jour-
nalists is one of stagnation and
strangulation. 
Yes, Morris provides a truthful

and scary analysis of what is
presently happening in the Black
press as it goes from decline to
demise. (Yet, what is left of the
Black press still remains a place
where famous Black politicos,
stars, and athletes run to when
they’re in trouble but do not
know when all is going well…
but I digress).  

This is not a staid bio. It is
smooth, in-depth reading with
layers of history intertwined in
Payne’s life which ended in
1991 weeks before her 80th
birthday.  
I plan to reread “Eye on the

Struggle”, because what Morris
has managed to do is to produce
both a biography and a reference
book.

***
*For the record, I received an
uncorrected proof of Morris’s
Payne bio which nevertheless
did not take away it being a
page turner. I thoroughly read
through the footnotes and other
research references he referred
to which gave his work more
weight and even more credence.
The above review is on the Book,
Black History, and Black Paper
lanes on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway at www.blackinforma-
tionhighway.com . 

“A fascinating read for anyone
with faith, who is interested to
see and enter the kingdom of
God.” Danson E. Ubebe  After
witnessing a close family mem-
ber lose their fight to cancer,
Danson E. Ubebe understood
how an individual could ques-
tion their belief in a higher
power. What started out as a
period of self-reflection —
whereby Danson documented
his personal relationship with
the Christian faith — soon trans-
formed into “The Choice is
Yours,” his thought-provoking
new book. Comprising sixty-
nine unique articles that cover a
wide range of subjects, from for-
giveness to prosperity, Danson
E. Ubebe offers vivid and
poignant insights into the Holy
Bible and the teachings it offers
followers of the Christian faith,
and others searching for comfort
or enlightenment. “The Choice
is Yours” provides an unambigu-
ous reading of the grace and
truth which came through Jesus
Christ examining the two sides
of life in conjunction with the
choices God has placed in the
hands of mankind.
The first surprising disclosure

from Ubebe, is that the grace of
God has no affinity with any
word which was applicable to
man before the advent of Jesus
Christ, suggesting that it is nei-
ther an unmerited favor nor an
ordinary power. Offering an

“In the midst of Payne’s
life, Morris shows the
beginning of the decline of
the Black press and how
mainstream/white media
began its raid on Black
Press to steal Black jour-
nalists to cover what
became the story of the
era, the 1960s Civil Rights
Movement...”

Read more of 
Dr. Eugene Stovall’s works

on 
www.multi-culturalbooks.com

Watch for Coffee, Books & Cocktails...
on the Black Information Highway.com

insightful account of the Biblical
truth, in respect of eternal faith
and the declaration that it is
appointed for man to die once,
Ubebe unveils the inner man or
the real personality in the union
of body, spirit and soul.

“The Choice is Yours” was
“written to stimulate discussion
and encourage research into the
Bible, engaging not only indi-
viduals of the Christian faith but
also students of theology and
religious scholarship. The
Choice is Yours will provide the
opportunity for readers to self-
teach and reevaluate their indi-
vidual relationships with God
presenting the alternate options
available to everyone during
their life,” according to Ubebe.

About the author: After work-
ing for over thirty years for Shell
as a professional engineer,
Nigerian-born Danson E. Ubebe
retired in 2014. He lives in Port
Harcourt, Nigeria with his wife
and children and is the founder
of the De Ubebe Foundation,
which promotes Christian litera-
ture. “The Choice is Yours,” by
Danson E. Ubebe (published by
Matador RRP $16.99 paperback,
RRP $10.99 ebook) is available
online at retailers including
amazon.co.uk and can be
ordered from bookstores. 

For more information,  visit
christthelordreign.com

Danson E. Ubebe

Bishop T.D. Jakes presents the 
Pastors & Leadership Conference 

April 30-May 2, 2015
in Orlando, Florida

For more information,
visit www.tdjakes.org or call 1-800-BISHOP2 

Travel on the Religion lane and The Mid-South GOSPEL
Tribune lane  on www.blackinformationhighway.com. The
Black church was the bastion of Black freedom fighters! 

Welcome, Travelers!

Did You Know?
1.Oklahoma passes a law to seg-
regate telephone booths in 1915.
2. In 1925, A. Philip Randolph
founds the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters Union
3. Harriet Tubman, a ‘conduc-
tor’ on the Underground
Railroad, dies in 1913.
4. “The Railroad Porter”
becomes the first Black film
directed by a Black director in
1912.
5. Alpha Phi Alpha becomes the
first Black fraternity founded in
1906 at Cornell University.
6. In 1962, James Meredith inte-
grates the University of
Mississippi (“Ole Miss”)
7. Gwendolyn Brooks receives
the Pulitzer Prize for her poetry
book, “Annie Allen,” in 1950.

Nigerian writer Ubebe
presents essays on
Biblical teachings


