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Einstein reasoned, you "cannot
alter a condition with the same
mindset that created it in the first
place." In other words, solutions
require thinking that transcends
the mindset which caused and/or
contributes to undesirable condi-
tions. Using this premise to
examine racism in America, the
question becomes: To what ori-
gin is modern racism anchored
and how can existing bounds of
thought be transcended for new
national discourse to redress the
causes and conditions? 
First, some honest but contro-
versial realities must be recog-
nized since racism did not
emerge unexplainably. Racism
in America originated from
democracy in America. But
America finds this offensive
since it makes America's charac-
ter appear no different than
"undemocratic" people that
America "won't negotiate with"
today. To deflect this onus,
America maintains the flawed
notion that the impact of slavery
and segregation is inconsequen-
tial . . . that 50 years of desegre-
gation somehow nullifies 4 cen-
turies of dehumanization. 
This popularizes the misbelief
that racism is no longer structur-
al nor intrinsic to society, but
rather attitudinal and limited to
"random" outbursts from
"fringe" individuals like Donald
Sterling, whose proposed pun-
ishment involves forcing him to
profit from selling the Clippers
(with 12 of 14 players being
Black) for $2 billion. 
Modern racism is an extension
of 1619 slavery, conjoined to
profiteering. Despite the
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The ‘Democratic’ origin
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grandeur, July 4, 1776 is when
racism was not only normalized
in democracy, but also camou-
flaged through flowery language
in America's founding docu-
ments. This has furnished
American democracy with a vel-
vet-glove exterior that encases
the racism of its interior. Hence,
no other contemporary people in
a "democracy" have undergone
more systemic racism longer
than African Americans . . . and
although slavery is immoral, it
wasn't quite "immoral-enough"
to discredit anyone from making
Mt. Rushmore. 
To be fair, upon ridding them-
selves from what they deemed
British tyranny, the founders
could have genuinely become
extraordinary by simply honor-
ing their "creed of equality." But
rather than condemn slavery,
they used their sovereign powers
to enforce slavery. This helped
incubate a fixed ideo-political
environment for "guilt-free
racism" to saturate society inter-
generationally, whereby repara-
tions is still dismissed as near-
laughable. 
Based on "military necessity"

emancipation occurred in 1865
but without proper conciliatory
or compensatory measures.
Democracy thereafter produced
99 more years of systemic
racism that encompassed: recon-
struction failures; sharecropping

peonage; Black Codes; convict
leasing; thousands of uninvesti-
gated lynchings; medical experi-
mentations at Ivy League uni-
versities; and Lincoln's 13th
Amendment that abolished slav-
ery, yet provided wiggle-room
for slavery to exist "as a punish-
ment for crime." 
Moreover, the 13th Amendment
insultingly comprises only 43
words. Think about it – How can
2½ centuries of institutionalized
slavery and racism be earnestly
amended in merely 43 words?
Paula Deen used more words to
apologize for saying the N-
word, and Imus for saying
"nappy-headed hoes."   
Racism has also evolved over
time, whereas racists norms
once entailed having your wife
"borrowed" for the night; or
being lynched to the delight of
mobs for "being too big for your
britches;" or being prohibited
from drinking "white water"
while policemen cannonball-
blast you with white fire-hydrant
water. Today however, Obama is
president; Oprah is a billionaire;
Dr. King has a holiday; Jay Z's
partnership with Barney’s
remains intact; Denny's serves
Black people; and the Clippers
have a symbolic interim Black
CEO. 

Racism now though is
metaphorically like "death by a
thousand cuts" from subtle but
certain subordination and dis-
parities in housing, healthcare,
education, employment
(firing/hiring/promotions/salary
), wealth, profiling, arrests,
incarcerations, etc. And even
more problematic is the psycho-
subliminal aspects of racism . . .
Since the 1940s, the Clarks'
"Doll Experiment" proves that
Black children are socially engi-
neered (by age-5) to regard
Black dolls/people as inferior,

uglier, badder and dumber than
White dolls/people. 
This confirms the pathologies of
what W.E.B. Dubois (1903)
termed "Double Consciousness"
and Carter Woodson (1933)
termed "Mis-Education," which
stagnate original Black develop-
ment and world contributions.
Such engineering also constricts
the boundaries of thought that
require transcending to redress
racism, as Einstein alluded. 
In response, African Americans
should aver to no longer allow
the historiography of the Black
experience to be politically tor-
tured with skewed idealisms
until it falsely confesses the san-
itized versions of democracy
that anchor the structural, attitu-
dinal, psychological racism of
today. This perhaps can initiate
new national discourse on
racism to snip other pseudo-
democratic tenants and tentacles
that tie to more centuries-old
falsehoods that African
Americans should also learn to
unlearn. 

***
This article was culled in part
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SiriusXM  launches
African Ancestry Radio
SiriusXM to Launch "African
Ancestry Radio"
Launched in celebration of
Black History Month, limited-
run, live weekly show seeks to
pinpoint heritage and inspire
through knowledge of the past   

Debut of the three-week series
to feature Louis Gossett Jr. and
Aunjanue Ellis as special guest
NEW YORK, Feb. 5, 2015
/PRNewswire/ -- SiriusXM
announced the launch of
"African Ancestry Radio," a
three-week series of live, call-in
shows during which the hosts
help listeners and celebrities of
African descent in their quest to
reconnect with their heritage. 
Hosted by Gina Paige, co-
founder of African Ancestry, and
award-winning producer Shirley
Neal, "African Ancestry Radio"
will launch live on Sunday,
February 8 at 12:00 pm ET on
SiriusXM Urban View channel
126 with Louis Gossett Jr. and
Aunjanue Ellis as their first
celebrity guests.  Launched in
celebration of Black History
Month, the show will feature the
hosts leading the conversation
on heritage and guiding
SiriusXM listeners of African
descent looking to more accu-
rately and reliably trace their
roots. 
In addition, "African Ancestry

Radio" will feature discussions
on how a person's roots influ-
ence personality, who they are
and how they act.  Each show
will include at least one celebri-
ty guest who has previously
taken the tests and whose
African ancestry will be
revealed during the broadcast.    
"'African Ancestry Radio' prom-
ises to be enlightening, empow-
ering, and inspirational for
SiriusXM listeners across the

country," said Dave Gorab, Vice
President and General Manager,
Talk Programming, SiriusXM.
"We are pleased to present this
exclusive series as part of our
special programming commem-
orating Black History Month."  
After the broadcast, "African
Ancestry Radio" will be avail-
able on SiriusXM On Demand
for subscribers listening via the
SiriusXM Internet Radio App
for smartphones and other
mobile devices or online at sir-
iusxm.com.  Visit www.sir-
iusxm.com/ondemand for more
information.

Gina Paige is co-founder of
African Ancestry, Inc., pioneer-
ing a new way of tracing African
lineage using genetics.  Paige
resides in Washington, D.C. and
holds a degree in Economics
from Stanford University and an
MBA from the University of
Michigan's Ross School of
Business.

Shirley Neal is an Emmy-
Award winning television and
film producer whose program-
ming has aired on major broad-
cast and cable television outlets.
She currently helms her own
production company, Park Hill
Entertainment.

Founded in 2003, African
Ancestry Inc. pioneered genetics
ancestry tracing for people of
African descent across the world
demystifying African roots for
more than 100,000 people
including icons such as The
King Family, Oprah Winfrey,
Isaiah Washington, Condoleezza
Rice, Nas, Samuel L. Jackson
and Andrew Young. For more
information on SiriusXM,  visit
www.siriusxm.com.
For more information on African
Ancestry, visit
www.africanancestry.com.

American Masters to explore the
life of  playwright August Wilson
THIRTEEN's American Masters
and WQED Co-Produce the
First Documentary About Tony-
and Pulitzer-Winning
Playwright August Wilson

August Wilson: The Ground on
Which I Stand premieres nation-
wide Friday, February 20 on
PBS in honor of the 70th
anniversary of Wilson's birth,
10th anniversary of his death
and Black History Month

NEW YORK, Feb. 4, 2015
/PRNewswire-USNewswire/ --
THIRTEEN's American Masters
series and Pittsburgh PBS affili-
ate WQED join forces to explore
the life and legacy of playwright
August Wilson (April 27, 1945 –
October 2, 2005) — the man
some call America's
Shakespeare — from his roots as
an activist and poet to his indeli-
ble mark on Broadway.
American Masters — August
Wilson: The Ground on Which I
Standpremieres Friday, February
20, 2015, at 9 p.m. on PBS
(check local listings) in honor of
the 70th anniversary of Wilson's
birth, the 10th anniversary of his
death and Black History Month.
The DVD will be available
February 24 from PBS
Distribution. Unprecedented
access to Wilson's theatrical
archives, rarely seen interviews
and new dramatic readings bring
to life his seminal 10-play cycle
chronicling each decade of the

20th-century African-American
experience; including the Tony
Award- and Pulitzer Prize-
winningFences and Pulitzer
Prize-winning The Piano
Lesson.
Film and theater luminaries,
including Viola Davis, Charles
Dutton, Laurence Fishburne,
James Earl Jones, Suzan-Lori
Parks and Phylicia Rashad,
share their stories of the career-
and life-changing experience of
bringing Wilson's rich theatrical
voice to the stage. Wilson's sis-
ter Freda Ellis; his widow, cos-
tume designer Constanza
Romero; friends; colleagues and
scholars trace Wilson's influ-
ences, creative evolution, tri-
umphs, struggles and quest for
cultural determinism before his
untimely death from liver can-
cer.
"Having the opportunity to
explore Wilson's creative
process and his tenacity in look-
ing at the African-American
experience in the 20thcentury
was one of the most exciting
endeavors I have ever had in my
film career," said filmmaker
Sam Pollard (Slavery by
Another Name,American
Masters – Marvin Gaye: What's
Going On), who has earned mul-
tiple Emmy and Peabody
Awards as producer-editor of
documentaries including When
the Levees Broke and Spike Lee
Presents Mike Tyson.
Filmed in the cities where
Wilson made his mark, the doc-

“Racism now though is
metaphorically like "death
by a thousand cuts" from
subtle but certain subordi-
nation and disparities in
housing, healthcare, edu-
cation, employment (fir-
ing/hiring/promotions/sal
ary), wealth, profiling,
arrests, incarcerations,
etc.”

umentary begins in Pittsburgh's
Hill District, where the future
playwright, a brainy, bi-racial
child raised in poverty, dropped
out of high school because of
bullying and prejudice. Self-
educated in the city's public
library and streets, Wilson was
influenced by the rising black
consciousness of the 1960s and
became an activist young poet.
The film follows his transition to
a successful playwriting career,
from the founding of the Black
Horizon Theater (Pittsburgh)
and his early work at the
Penumbra Theatre (St. Paul,
Minn.), to his big break at the
Eugene O'Neill Theater Center's
National Playwrights
Conference (Waterford, Conn.).
There he began his life-changing
collaboration with mentor-direc-
tor Lloyd Richards, leading to
nine original Broadway produc-
tions.

Launched in 1986, American
Masters has earned 28 Emmy
Awards — including 10 for
Outstanding Non-Fiction Series
since 1999 and five for
Outstanding Non-Fiction
Special — 12 Peabodys, an
Oscar, three Grammys, two
Producers Guild Awards and
many other honors. Now in its
29th season on PBS, the series is
a production of THIRTEEN
PRODUCTIONS LLC for
WNET and also seen on the
WORLD channel.

See the untold story of Black landowners who played a pivotal role the in civil rights move-
ment in “Mississippi Inferno” on Feb. 16 on the Smithsonian Channel. Check local cable list-
ings for any repeats.  Read background story on 2015 Black History lane on The Mid-South
Tribune and Black Information Highway at www.blackinformationhighway.com or detour to 
www.smithsonianchannel.com. Learn about the “Cotton Vote”. Welcome, Travelers!
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