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LOS ANGELES,  CA —
Filmmakers Brandon Easton
(Marvel’s Agent Carter) and
Ramon Govea (Ancient
Tomorrow) announced the digi-
tal release of DDX: Department
of Disclosure
(www.vimeo.com/230158071),
a sci-fi/UFO found footage
docudrama starring Anthony
Montgomery (Star Trek:
Enterprise, General Hospital)
and Rene Rosado (Major
Crimes, Star Trek Into
Darkness). 

DDX: Department of
Disclosure details the final mis-
sion of an Air Force intelligence
operative (Montgomery) who
stumbles upon data regarding
extraterrestrial life on Earth.
Through a series of hacked gov-
ernment interviews and found
footage sequences, William
uncovers the sinister truth
behind the mysterious events
surrounding him and learns how
far the intel community will go
to protect their secrets. Shot in
an innovative style mixing
gonzo interviews, declassified
military footage and documen-
tary storytelling, DDX pushes
the boundaries on what we con-
sider “real” and leads to a twist
that further blurs the lines
between fiction and non-fiction.
Writer/Producer Brandon
Easton and Director/Producer
Ramon Govea bonded over their
mutual love of science-fiction
and conspiracy theories and
wanted to tell a story that spoke
to their influences as well as cur-
rent news regarding the U.S.
military’s involvement with
extraterrestrial research and
UFO documentation. No
stranger to speculative story-
telling, Easton is a screenwriter
with a career in television and
graphic novels having earned an
Eisner Award nomination and
multiple Glyph Award wins over
the last five years. Easton was a
writer on season two of Agent
Carter and has written well-
regarded graphic novels like
Andre the Giant: Closer to
Heaven, Vampire Hunter D:
Message from Mars and
M.A.S.K. (Mobile Armored
Strike Kommand). Ramon is a
content creator with multiple

MEMPHIS, TN – September 7,
2017 – Elvis Presley's Graceland
has announced the acquisition of
one of the most significant
pieces of Elvis’ musical history,
which will be returned to
Graceland 60 years after it was
first purchased by Elvis for the
home in 1957 – a white, baby
grand piano with gold accents
and a custom-made, gold, metal
bench designed by Elvis with a
white, leather cushion.  For the
first time ever, the public will be
able to see this legendary Knabe
(/näb/) branded piano on display
in its Graceland home. The
music room at Graceland will be
restored to its original 1960s-era
appearance including the white
piano, and will be unveiled on
December 16, 2017. Other items
returning to the famous music
room include original white and
blue draperies, and a gold couch
that was part of the room’s décor
in 1964. The white piano is the
most significant piece of origi-
nal furnishings to come home to
Graceland since the Mansion
opened for tours in 1982. 
Prior to Elvis purchasing and
refurbishing the 1912 instru-
ment, it was the house piano at
Memphis' legendary Ellis
Auditorium from the early
1930s through 1957 which host-
ed the greatest local and nation-
al touring musical acts of the
period, including W. C. Handy,
Duke Ellington, Count Basie,
Cab Calloway, and many others.
This was the very piano played
by his favorite gospel and blues

Iconic Ebony magazine gets
new look ... from entertainment page 1

on hot topics, including their
special bond and stalking each
other’s social media pages (their
words!)

“For this refresh, I assembled an
eclectic team and pulled in cre-
ative talent from the music
industry, digital content produc-
tion, fashion/beauty and outspo-
ken political voices, with the
goal of producing more modern,
inspirational visuals and more
diverse topics,” says Ferguson,
who brings her fashion, beauty
and entertainment background
from her time as the founder and
former editor-in-chief of JONES
magazine, a publication that tar-
gets the lifestyles of Black
women. “It’s important for us as
a team to uphold and update the
legendary EBONY ‘gloss’ while
driving a broader range of con-
versations,” Ferguson adds.

In addition to the cover story,
the new issue features a profile
of California Sen. Kamala

Harris—could she be our first
female president? Plus, EBONY
gets an exclusive at-home with
Marlon Wayans to discuss his
new NBC sitcom, Marlon, and
how it mirrors his personal life

Google and Lincoln Financial Group announce
teams for Black entrepreneur startups
from entertainment page 1

health system’s equipment data
on one platform to improve
FDA safety recalls. We have
built a better way to link and
match FDA safety recalls to rel-
evant hospital inventory to iden-
tify defective medical equip-
ment earlier and more accurate-
ly. The current method is inaccu-
rate and can takes over 3 weeks
to identify and remediate the
right defective equipment, lead-
ing to 50,000 preventable
injuries. Our solution reduces
identification time to 1 day.
ScrapSports (ATL) -
ScrapSports is the #1 platform
for athletes, coaches, and fans to
build their brand, share their
story, and cement their legacy on
the web.
Zyrobotics (ATL) - Zyrobotics

makes interactive STEM tools
and learning games for early
childhood education that are
accessible, adaptive, and cloud-
connected.
Civic Eagle (Minneapolis) -
This company helps government
and policy organizations learn,
engage, and activate the people
they serve through a suite of
inexpensive software tools.

Five of the 10 teams belong to
organizations within the Google
for Entrepreneurs partner net-
work, including TechSquare
Labs, COCO, Nashville
Entrepreneur Center and
American Underground.
The program, hosted by
American Underground, Google
for Entrepreneurs and Lincoln
Financial Group, will focus pri-
marily on:
Preparation for an angel/seed
stage round raise (less than
$750k)
Knowledge sharing around the
unique challenges that face

Black founders

Pairing founders with a
Thurgood Marshall College
Fund intern during the program
to support execution
Startups will also have one-on-
one meetings with investors
focused on raising seed capital,
network building with larger,
corporate/strategic partners, and
5+ hours of direct mentoring
from an area expert.

Quote from Adam Klein, chief
strategist, American

Underground
“Last year, the inaugural Black

Founders edition of Google for
Entrepreneurs Exchange was a
huge success. We saw half of all
of the participating companies in
2016 receive funding and were
better prepared to tackle the
unique challenges facing Black
startup executives.”

Quote from Nicole Froker,
Partner Engagement

Manager,
Google for Entrepreneurs
“Together with American

Underground, we are deeply
committed to supporting the
growth and success of underrep-
resented founders. The Google
for Entrepreneurs Exchange pro-
gram is a unique opportunity to
help bridge the gap between
founders seeking funding with
mentors and investors, and we
saw great success from last
year's program. We are proud to
partner with American
Underground once again to
advance this effort.”

Quote from William Crowder.
managing partner, 

42 Venture Partners
“There are many groups and

places touting their interest in
inclusion and diversity but I’ve
always been biased towards sup-
porting the efforts of those that
are willing to take action as well.
Durham is one such community
and the American Underground
and Google’s commitment are
game changers. This experience
for startup founders is exactly
what is needed to measurably
move the needle forward with
the ultimate goal of building a
more inclusive and diverse tech
ecosystem.”

Quote from Harold Hughes,
Founder & CEO, 

Bandwagon 
(2016 participant)

“The program directly impacted
the success we’ve realized in the
last six months. Not only was I
able to make connections with
black founders from across the
country who are dealing with the
same challenges that I face, but I
was able to tap into a group of
supporters in the American
Underground team that really
opened doors."

The American Underground --
one of twelve Google for
Entrepreneurs tech hubs in
North America -- launched
seven years ago in the basement
of an old tobacco warehouse at
the American Tobacco Historic
District. It now encompasses
close to 125,000 sq ft of space at
three locations in downtown
Durham as well as a strategic
partnership with open source
leader Red Hat to offer an office
in Silicon Valley. Founding part-
ners include Google for
Entrepreneurs, Lincoln
Financial Group, Coastal Credit
Union, Duke University,

African American ‘Star Trek’
hero discloses UFO conspiracy
thriller with diverse cast in DDX

DDX is currently being streamed on Vimeo and will be
screened at LA Comic Con in October. (Photo/Courtesy/
DDX)

directing and producing credits
who currently works behind the
scenes in production finance,
digital storytelling development
and currently consults on two
graphic novel series, Accel and
Incidentals, from Lion Forge
Comics.

An alumni of the 2015
Disney/ABC Writing Program,
Easton wanted to showcase

diverse faces and voices in a
genre that typically does not fea-
ture people of color. “I’ve
always been shocked by the lack
of African Americans and
Latinos in conspiracy-driven
science-fiction. If you visit your
local barbershop in the Black
community, you will hear some
of the greatest conspiracies
known to mankind, yet this is
rarely reflected in UFO stories
in cinema and television. We
wanted to change that,” Easton
said in a recent interview at San
Diego Comic Con.

DDX: Department of
Disclosure is currently available
to stream on Vimeo
(www.vimeo.com/230158071)
and will be screened at Stan
Lee’s LA Comic Con in October
2017 and Eagle Con at Cal State
Los Angeles in early 2018.
Collaborating with Govea and
Easton are: Producer, Tina
Carbone; Associate Producer,
Dewayne Copeland; Directors
of Photography, Joey Rasool and
Aric Abraham; Visual FX artist,
Gabriel Koerner; and Sound
Design, Jordan Bennett. Music
composed by Jonathan Hartman;
with an original song “Into the
Deep” produced and performed
by Shai Dawn.

An alumni of the 2015
Disney/ABC Writing
Program, Easton wanted
to showcase diverse faces
and voices in a genre that
typically does not feature
people of color. “I’ve
always been shocked by
the lack of African
Americans and Latinos in
conspiracy-driven sci-
ence-fiction. If you visit
your local barbershop in
the Black community, you
will hear some of the
greatest conspiracies
known to mankind, yet this
is rarely reflected in UFO
stories in cinema and tele-
vision. We wanted to
change that...”
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as well as a celebration of
EBONY HBCU Campus
Queens as they take over Disney
World; a retrospective look at
Mary J. Blige’s fashion since the
’90s; style guides and fashion
tips.
Pick up the September 2017

issue of EBONY, now on news-
stands  For more with
Anderson and Ellis Ross and
behind-the-scenes content, go
to Ebony.com/InsideEbony. 
EBONY is the No. 1 source for

an authoritative perspective on
the multidimensional African-
American community. EBONY
media reflects the cross section
of Black America as delivered
by the best thinkers, trendsetters,
activists, celebrities and next-
generation leaders. EBONY
ignites conversation, promotes
empowerment and celebrates
aspiration. EBONY magazine is
the heart, soul and pulse of
Black America, and a catalyst
for reflection and progression.  

Most significant Elvis Presley
musical artifact returns home 

performers in shows that Elvis
attended as a boy, during which,
as an enthralled member of the
audience, he dreamed of his own
future stardom. Coincidently,
Ellis Auditorium’s North Hall
(then called Memphis
Auditorium) was the venue for
Elvis’ first sold-out shows on
Sunday, February 6, 1955.

As part of Graceland's first-ever
holiday concert weekend on
December 15 and 16 at the
Soundstage in the new Elvis
Presley's Memphis entertain-
ment and exhibition complex,
guests will have a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to see this leg-
endary artifact up close and to
capture the moment by having
their photo taken with the piano
before it is placed on display in
Graceland’s restored music
room.  This opportunity will be
available on the night of
December 15 for holiday con-
cert weekend VIP package tick-
etholders only.

In the spring of 1957, then 22-
year-old Elvis Presley purchased
Graceland Mansion in
Memphis, Tennessee, just a year
after he shot to super-stardom
and worldwide fame. While he
could have afforded any piano
on the planet for his new home,
when Elvis heard this sentimen-
tally-valuable piano was for
sale, he jumped at the chance to
own it. On May 28, 1957, Elvis
purchased the piano built by
Wm. Knabe & Co. of Gallatin, Email entertainment news to MSTentertainment@prodigy.net

“For this refresh, I assem-
bled an eclectic team and
pulled in creative talent from
the music industry, digital
content production, fash-
ion/beauty and outspoken
political voices, with the goal
of producing more modern,
inspirational visuals and
more diverse topics,” says
Ferguson, who brings her
fashion, beauty and enter-
tainment background from
her time as the founder and
former editor-in-chief of
JONES magazine, a publica-
tion that targets the lifestyles
of Black women. 

Legend Tina Turner donates outfit to the
Tennessee State Museum 

See Entertainment page 3

See photo on ent. page 5

Tennessee, (serial number
70545) from Jack Marshall
Pianos-Organs in Memphis for
$818.85. Elvis refurbished the
piano in white and placed it in
the music room at Graceland
where it remained until 1968.
During those years, the piano
was the musical focal point of
many hours spent rehearsing and
entertaining guests and was
played constantly by Elvis as
well as visiting celebrities. Elvis
enjoyed playing and singing
alone in private moments, but
especially enjoyed gathering
family and friends in the music
room as they ran through a
broad repertoire of favorite
songs – particularly gospel and
R&B.

The original Knabe piano was
placed in storage in 1968 and
was sold in 1976 to Ted Sturges,
owner of the Sturges Recording
Studio in Memphis where it was
used in recording over 50
albums by various artists includ-
ing Jerry Lee Lewis who report-
edly played the piano with Elvis
when visiting Graceland. 

From there it changed hands
several times and was last refur-
bished by the C.B. Coltharp
Piano Service who maintained it
at Graceland and referenced
photos and record jacket snap-
shots to restore the piano to its
authentic, original 1957 appear-
ance. 

For more information, visit
W e b s i t e :
http://www.graceland.com/ 


