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Welcome, Travelers!

‘Where there is no vision, the people will perish.”

Editor's Note: This speech was
purportedly given by slave
owner, William Lynch, on the
bank of the James River in
1712.

***

By William Lynch
at James River

1712

Gentlemen, I greet you here on
the bank of the James River in
the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and twelve.
First, I shall thank you, the gen-
tlemen of the Colony of
Virginia, for bringing me here. I
am here to help you solve some
of your problems with slaves.
Your invitation reached me on
my modest plantation in the
West Indies where I have exper-
imented with some of the newest
and still the oldest methods for
control of slaves. Ancient Rome
would envy us if my program is
implemented. As our boat sailed
south on the James River, named
for our illustrious King, whose
version of the Bible we cherish,
I saw enough to know that your
problem is not unique. While
Rome used cords of wood as
crosses for standing human bod-

The American slave-breeding
industry, a stigma of denial
from front page

Please see page 5

This is a hard book to
read, not because it is
poorly written (Oh, if it
were only so! That would
make it easier to stom-
ach.), but because it delves
so deeply into a wound
that won’t stop gushing the
blood of African
Americans who were mul-
tiplied on slave breeding
farms. Even the
‘Conductor’ of the
Underground Railroad,
Harriet Tubman, was a
product of such a farm.

the Greek had dared to take the
skeleton out of the closet; there-
fore, he had to be punished by
both whites and African
Americans alike, because slave
breeding is as much a taboo
topic as was once intermarriages
between white women and
Black males. 
This is a hard book to read, not

because it is poorly written (Oh,
if it were only so! That would
make it easier to stomach.), but
because it delves so deeply into
a wound that won’t stop gushing
the blood of African Americans
who were multiplied on slave
breeding farms. Even the
‘Conductor’ of the Underground
Railroad, Harriet Tubman, was a
product of such a farm. 
As a side note: It is ‘peculiar’

how this nation has no problem
in recognizing the Jewish
Holocaust, but has gone into
systemic denial when it comes
to slave breeding. 

This sensitive, ground-
breaking book I am referring to
is “The American Slave Coast:
A History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry” (Publisher: Lawrence
Hill Books). Its husband and
wife authors are Ned and
Constance Sublette, Caucasians.
Need I use another pejorative
description which begs the ques-
tion: Why are white Americans
writing about slave breeding?
This is not a rhetorical question.
It demands an explanation,
which the Sublettes provide in
their introduction: “This book

describes an economy in which
people were capital, children
were interest, and women were
routinely violated. We have tried
to avoid gratuitously subjecting
the reader to offensive language
and images, but we are describ-
ing a horrifying reality.” 

Years ago, I was doing research
on the economic state of a pre-
Civil War America. I discovered
in the dusty part of a library a
book entitled “The Business of
Slavery” written some time in
the late 1800’s or very early
1900’s, as I recall. One of my
main objectives was to investi-
gate the fact that the South was
not the only part of the nation
benefitting economically from
slavery, and that the North usu-
ally goes free in the crime of

having aided and abetted in the
proliferation of slavery, espe-
cially by Wall Street and by
many of the blueblood families
of New York.  “The Business of
Slavery” details how New York
was one of the biggest ports of
slavery, how prominent business
men had ownership interests in
large plantations. As a matter of
fact, New York City, led by Wall
Streeters, had debated whether
or not to join the South in break-
ing away from the Union. 
This out of print book along
with this prodigious research
and study from the Sublettes can
no longer make it easier for
America to deny that the busi-
ness of slavery was also founded
upon slave breeding. Even what
most definitely was the main-
stream press at that time, news-
papers, benefited financially
from the business of slavery, and
the Sublettes go in depth on how
newspapers made fortunes from
slavery in a section of theirs
entitled, “Silent Profit.” This
section is worth the read,
because there has been nil writ-
ten on newspapers’ major role in
maintaining the status quo of
“The Slaveocracy,” another sec-
tion of the Sublettes’ book. Yes,
‘the medium was the message’.
They write: “From the begin-
ning of newspapers in America,
the forced-servitude business
was a steady part of their rev-
enue stream. American newspa-
pers and slavery helped grow
each other.” 

I found the Sublettes’ most dis-
turbing statements in two short
sentences: “Slavery was rape,”
and “Cash for negroes.”

“Slavery was rape,” must be
reiterated because this premise
serves as an ignored fact of the
institution which begat Jim
Crow. And because rape is
ignore, the act has failed to cre-
ate any socio-economic dialec-
tics even in a 21st Century
where blinders now go under the
guise of being politically cor-
rect. But what I have always
found repugnantly fascinating is
how whites preached a dogma of
Blacks having an inferiority
complex when they themselves
were interbreeding with the sup-
posedly livestock. These mores
to accept the practice of rape
which produced all shades of
brown would have made their
argument of black inferiority
moot. Their belief in a black
inferiority complex theory
which runs amok systemically
well into the 21st Century serves
no more than a lie and propagan-
da about their own self-worth. I
mean these white masters-
rapists did not interbreed with
the cow or the sheep or the hog.
Surely, if one really believed a
black person is an animal then
why have sex with an animal?
The Sublettes begin their book

with Louis Hughes’ quote of:
“Virginia was the mother of

Willie Lynch delivers the ‘Keys’ to control Negroes

The above is from a newspaper article featured in
“American Slave Coast” by Ned and Constance Sublette.
The book is available in retail stores and online.

ies along its old highways in
great numbers you are here
using the tree and the rope on
occasion.
I caught a whiff of a dead slave

hanging from a tree a couple of
miles back. You are not only los-
ing valuable stock by hangings,
you are having uprisings, slaves
are running away, your crops are
sometimes left in the fields too
long for maximum profit, you
suffer occasional fires, your ani-
mals are killed. Gentlemen, you
know what your problems are; I
do not need to elaborate. I am
not here to enumerate your prob-
lems, I am here to introduce you
to a method of solving them.
In my bag here, I have a fool

proof method for controlling

your Black slaves. I guarantee
everyone of you that if installed
correctly it will control the
slaves for at least 300 years. My
method is simple. Any member
of your family or your overseer
can use it.
I have outlined a number of dif-

ferences among the slaves; and I
take these differences and make
them bigger. I use fear, distrust,
and envy for control purposes.
These methods have worked on
my modest plantation in the
West and it will work throughout
the South. Take this simple little
list of differences, and think
about them. On top of my list is
"Age", the second is "Color" or
shade, there is intelligence, size,
sex, size of plantations, status on
plantation, attitude of owners,
whether the slaves live in the
valley, on a hill, East, West,
North, South, have fine hair or
coarse hair, or is tall or short.
Now that you have a list of dif-
ferences, I shall give you an out-
line of action--but before that I
shall assure you that distrust is
stronger than adulation, respect
or admiration.
The Black slave after receiving

this indoctrination shall carry on
and will become self-refueling
and self-generating for hundreds
of years, maybe thousands.
Don't forget you my pitch the

old Black vs. the young black
male; and the young Black male
against the old Black male. You
must use the dark skin slaves the
light skin slaves. You must use
the female vs. the male, and the
male vs. the female. You must
also have your White servants
and overseers distrust all Blacks,
but it is necessary that your
slaves trust and depend on us.
They must love, respect, and
only trust us.
Gentlemen, these Kits are your

Keys to control. Use them. Have
your wives and children use
them, never miss the opportuni-
ty. If used intensely for one year,
the slaves themselves will
remain perpetually distrustful.

Thank you, gentlemen.

“In my bag here, I have a
fool proof method for con-
trolling your Black slaves.
I guarantee everyone of
you that if installed cor-
rectly it will control the
slaves for at least 300
years. My method is sim-
ple. Any member of your
family or your overseer
can use it.”

Underground Railroad terms 
from front page
hid slaves in their homes or on
their property.

Way stations or stations –
referred to a network of hiding
places used until safety was
reached.

Passengers or Cargo – the
terms used for runaway slaves

Ticket – A symbolic pseudonym
for what slaves would use to get
access to the Underground

Railroad.
Stockholders – these were
financial benefactors or those
who contributed funds to pay for
supplies, hiding places, and
other items needed to aid the
runaway slaves.

Followed the Drinking Gourd
– was code for slaves to follow
the North Star which would aid
them in escaping from slave-
holding territories.

‘The Freedom Schools’ by Jon N.
Hale examines perspective of the
students during Freedom Summer
Created in 1964 as part of the

Mississippi Freedom Summer,
the Mississippi Freedom
Schools were launched by edu-
cators and activists to provide an
alternative education for African
American students that would
facilitate student activism and
participatory democracy. 

The schools, as Jon N. Hale
demonstrates, had a crucial role
in the civil rights movement and
a major impact on the develop-
ment of progressive education

throughout the nation. Designed
and run by African American
and white educators and
activists, the Freedom Schools
counteracted segregationist poli-
cies that inhibited opportunities
for black youth. Providing high-
quality, progressive education
that addressed issues of social
justice, the schools prepared
African American students to
fight for freedom on all fronts.
Forming a political network, the
Freedom Schools taught stu-

dents how, when, and where to
engage politically, shaping
activists who trained others to
challenge inequality.
“The Freedom Schools”, pub-

lished by Columbia University
Press, is now available in retail
bookstores and on online out-
lets.
Dr.  Hale is  Assistant Professor

of Educational History
Department of Teacher
Education College of
Charleston.

This  book cover of “The Freedom Schools” illustrates activism of young students partic-
ipating in the historic Freedom Summer. (Photo/courtesy of Jon N. Hale) 


