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Books...

By Lionel Ntasano
A teenage boy flees war-torn

Africa and treks across the
world, from New York to Paris
and back to Africa, desperate to
find a greater meaning to life.
African teenager Nickolas
returns home from school one
day to find his family slaugh-
tered. Shell-shocked, Nickolas
escapes war-torn Burundi and

‘Greener on the Other Side’
follows  boy’s trek from a
war-torn Africa to New York 

Author Lionel Ntasano delivers new book of hope 

synopsis
flees to Manhattan, but the
bustling, superficial city has no
patience for the displaced young
refugee. 

Uprooted and determined,
Nickolas begins a new life
studying psychology and theolo-
gy. While at college, he meets
Levy, a narcissistic law student
that Nickolas follows to Paris
where they join Levy’s brother,
angry artist Stan. Nickolas wit-
nesses a love triangle develop-
ing as Stan and Levy vie for the
affections of wealthy socialite.
Embroiled in the storm of his
friends’ sins and self-obsession,
Nickolas struggles to find the
brighter side of mankind and, at
last, abandons his new life to go
home after ten years of running
away.
Returning to Burundi, Nickolas

is sure that his homeland has the
purity that eluded him in New
York and Paris. He is delighted
to find that both his childhood
best friend and his close relative
are still alive, and reconnects
with them, only to find them just
as mired in vice. Alcoholism,

womanizing, abuse, and self-
indulgence are just as rife in
Burundi and
Kenya. Nickolas learns that, on
each continent, men and women
are empty and corrupt with sex,
drug addiction and alcoholism.
Nickolas doggedly continues on
his soul-searching journey, his
spirit growing stronger as he
goes. Is the grass ever actually
Greener on the Other Side?

What does it mean to hope the
best for humanity and truly turn
everything over to God?

The passions and experiences of
a Burundian man seeing the
world are captured strikingly by
Lionel Ntasano in Greener on
the Other Side. Nickolas Jordan
is a bright, observant boy who
grows into a humble, conflicted
man of faith. The world treats

him savagely, from the murder
of his parents to the assault on
his friends’ integrity, but, ulti-
mately, Greener on the Other
Side is about understanding, for-
giveness and God. A solemn but
soaring work of realistic literary
fiction, Ntasano’s book is epic in
scale and powerful in purpose.
Nickolas Jordan’s flaws, his
virtues and his persevering faith
lead readers through many
nations, but more, importantly,
through the full range of human
morality.

About the author: 
Lionel Ntasano was born in

Bujumbura, Burundi and now
runs the Nonara Beach Resort in
his homeland. His life and work
have taken him through Zambia,
the United States, Kenya, France
and Switzerland, among others.
Writing Greener on the Other
Side has helped reconnect him
to family and friends after a tur-
bulent life of
glamour, travel and tragedy.
Greener on the Other Side by
Lionel Ntasano (RRP $18.99,
RRP $7.99 ebook) is available
now from retailers including
Amazon.com and can be ordered
from all good bookstores.

After witnessing a close family
member lose their fight to can-
cer, Danson E. Ubebe under-
stood how an individual could
question their belief in a higher
power. What started out as a
period of self-reflection —
whereby Danson documented
his personal relationship with
the Christian faith — soon trans-
formed into The Choice is
Yours, his thought-provoking
new book. Comprising sixty-
nine unique articles that cover a
wide range of subjects, from for-
giveness to prosperity, Danson
E. Ubebe offers vivid and
poignant insights into the Holy
Bible and the teachings it offers
followers of the Christian faith,
and others searching for comfort
or enlightenment. The Choice is
Yours provides an unambiguous
reading of the grace and truth
which came through Jesus
Christ examining the two sides
of life in conjunction with the
choices God has placed hands of
mankind.  The first surprising
disclosure from Ubebe, is that
the grace of God has no affinity
with any word which was appli-
cable to man before the advent
of Jesus Christ, suggesting that it
is neither an unmerited favor nor
an ordinary power. Offering an
insightful account of the Biblical
truth, in respect of eternal faith

John C. Maxwell to speak
at T.D. Jakes’ International
Pastors & Leadership Conf.

John C. Maxwell has achieved
the rarity of being a #1 New
York Times bestselling author,
coach, and speaker who has sold
more than 25 million books in
50 languages. Among his
numerous books are:
“Sometimes You Win,
Sometimes You Learn,” “The

John C. Maxwell

Five Levels of Leadership,” and
“How Successful People
Leader”. 
Maxwell will be part of a stellar
line up for Bishop T.D. Jakes
Presents the International
Pastors & Leadership
Conference from April 30-May
2 in Orlando, Florida. For more
information and to register, visit
www.tdjakes.org or call 1-800-
BISHOP 2.
Called America’s #1 leadership

authority, Maxwell received the
Mother Teresa Prize for Global
Peace and Leadership from the
Luminary Leadership Network
in 2014. That year he was also
identified as the most influential
leadership expert in the world by
Business Insider and Inc. maga-
zine. For six years, he has been
voted the top leadership profes-
sional on LeadershipGurus.net.
As the founder of The John
Maxwell Company, The John
Maxwell Team, and EQUIP, he
has trained more than 5 million
leaders in nearly every country

of the world. Each year Maxwell
speaks to Fortune 500 compa-
nies, presidents of nations, and
many of the world’s top business
leaders. He can be followed at
Twitter.com/JohnCMaxwell. For
more information, visit
JohnMaxwell.com.  

See more on Bishop T.D.
Jakes Presents the

International Pastors
&Leadership Conference

in this edition.
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Collection of short essays
offers in-depth reflections
on Holy Bible teachings

 

Jim Grimsley
tells ‘How I
Shed My Skin’

Jim Grimsley

By Lisa Howorth

"White people declared that the
South would rise again. Black
people raised a fist and chanted
for Black Power. Somehow we
negotiated a space between
those poles and learned to sit in
classrooms together . . .
Lawyers, judges, adults declared
that the days of separate schools
were over, but we were the ones
who took the next step. History
gave us a piece of itself. We
made of it what we could." --Jim
Grimsley 

In August of 1966, Jim
Grimsley entered the sixth grade
in his small eastern North
Carolina hometown. But this
year marked a significant shift in
the way the people there--espe-
cially the white people--lived
their lives. It was the year feder-
ally mandated integration of the
schools went into effect, at first
allowing students to change
schools through "freedom of

choice," replaced two years later
by forced integration. For Jim,
going to one of the private
schools that almost immediately
sprang up was not an option: his
family was too poor to consider
paying tuition, and while they
shared the community's dismay
over the mixing of the races,
they had bigger, more immedi-
ate problems to face. Now, more
than forty years later, Grimsley,
a critically acclaimed novelist,
revisits that school and those
times, remembering his personal
reaction to his first real exposure
to black children and to their
culture, and his growing aware-
ness of his own mostly unrecog-
nized racist attitudes. 
"How I Shed My Skin" is hon-

est, unflinching, and deeply
moving, an important work that
takes readers inside those class-
rooms and onto the playing
fields as, ever so tentatively,
alliances were forged and
friendships established, while all
around them the adults found it
impossible to accept the changes
being wrought. And as we mark
the fiftieth anniversary of this
turbulent time, Grimsley asks,
how far have we really come? 
"In all his beautiful works, Jim
Grimsley has told hard, hidden
truths in luminous, subtle prose.
Here, he renders history not on
the grand, sociological scale,
where it is usually written, but
on very personal terms, where it
is lived . . . But Grimsley's book
illuminates a very large theme--
the shadow old evil casts upon
the young . . . Exquisite." --
Moira Crone, author of "The
Not Yet"

Detour to Square Books
on 

www.squarebooks.com 
and check schedule 

for
book signings

Danson E. UbebePlease see page 12


