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Lifetime’s compe-
tition series, Child
Genius: Battle of
the Brightest
returns for season
two, featuring
America’s most
extraordinary and
gifted children as
they prep for the
ultimate battle of
the brains. The
competition, creat-
ed in cooperation
with American
Mensa, takes place
over ten weeks and
tests the nation’s
brightest young
minds on their
knowledge in cate-
gories such as
math, spelling,
geography, and
current events.
With a $100,000
college fund and
the title of Child
Genius 2016 at
stake, the kids –
and their families –
will stop at nothing
to make it to the
top of the class.
Former NASA
astronaut, Leland
Melvin, returns as
the host.

It’s no secret that when it comes
to STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) educa-
tion, the United States ranks
around 25th  among developed
nations. That’s pathetic, seeing
all the benefits this nation offers
in other areas from sports to
entertainment; yet, it sorely neg-
lects one of the most valuable of
human resources which is gray
matter. On January 7, Lifetime
Television will premiere “Child
Genius: Battle of the Brightest,”
a reality series which those
inside and outside of education,
those in Silicon Valley and
those in the U.S. Department of
Education should watch. Yes,
this is a reality series where
child ‘geniuses’ compete, but in
the spirit of healthy competition.
In this nation, competition is
accepted in sports. Outside of
Scripps Spelling Bee contest,
showcasing gray matter has
been nil.  This bold series show-
cases this neglected talent. It  is
hosted by former astronaut
Leland Melvin who is African
American; thus, that in itself
breaks a stereotype. We highly
recommend “Child Genius:
Battle of the Brightest” for fam-
ily viewing and to any person
concerned about STEM educa-
tion. (Check your local cable
network for channel designa-
tion.)
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On  Friday, December 25 (4
p.m. – 11 p.m. ET/PT) OWN
will present a Belief Christmas
Day Marathon. Catch up on all
seven episodes of “Belief,” the
groundbreaking television docu-
mentary that depicts how people
with a wide range of beliefs
search for deeper meaning and
connection with the world
around them.  Narrated by
Oprah Winfrey, “Belief” invites
viewers to witness some of the
world’s most fascinating spiritu-
al journeys through the eyes of
the believers. Check local cable
network for channel designation
or visit Oprah.com. 

OWN to present
special Belief

Christmas Day
marathon

focus on domestic violence pre-
vention, awareness and advoca-
cy.
Tennessee residents who want

to get involved may stop by any
Verizon store and drop off a
mobile device from any carrier.
Since the program launched in
2001, the HopeLine initiative
has collected nearly 11 million
phones nationwide. More than
180,000 phones have been dis-
tributed with 543 million min-
utes of free wireless service to
be used by domestic violence
victims nationally. Through its
electronics recycling efforts,
HopeLine disposed of nearly 2.4
million no-longer-used wireless
phones in an environmentally
responsible way.
Those interested in organizing a
HopeLine collection drive may
v i s i t
www.verizonwireless.com/hope
line. A free app, HopeLine from
Verizon, is also available to help
individuals or companies organ-
ize and promote their event.

Former NASA astronaut Leland Melvin is shown here with 10 child geniuses on Lifetime’s “Child Genius: Battle of the
Brightest.” Series premieres on January 7.  (Photo: Courtesy of Lifetime).
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