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When we live a godly life and do
things to please the Lord He will
grant His FAVOR on our lives.
"Thou hast granted me life and
favor, and thy visitation hath
preserved my spirit." (Job
10:12)

Having God's FAVOR on Our
Lives Will Do the Following
Things for Us:
Bless and Protect Us - God's

FAVOR will cause people to go
out their way to bless us without
even knowing they're doing it.
His FAVOR will also shield us
with His protection from our
enemies. "For thou, Lord, wilt
bless the righteous; with favor
wilt thou compass him as with a
shield."(Psalm 5:12)
Give Us Favor with God and

Man - God's FAVOR will build
our conduct on His truth and it
will earn us a good name and
reputation in the sight of Him
and man. "So shalt thou find
favor and good understanding in
the sight of God and man."

Pres. Obama’s and Pope Francis’ remarks on U.S. visit... from front page

ground and every faith, value the
role that the Catholic Church
plays in strengthening America.
From my time working in
impoverished neighborhoods
with the Catholic Church in
Chicago, to my travels as
President, I’ve seen firsthand
how, every single day, Catholic
communities, priests, nuns, laity
are feeding the hungry, healing
the sick, sheltering the home-
less, educating our children, and
fortifying the faith that sustains
so many. 

And what is true in America is
true around the world.  From the
busy streets of Buenos Aires to
the remote villages in Kenya,
Catholic organizations serve the
poor, minister to prisoners, build
schools, build homes, operate
orphanages and hospitals.  And
just as the Church has stood with
those struggling to break the
chains of poverty, the Church so
often has given voice and hope
to those seeking to break the
chains of violence and oppres-
sion. 

And yet, I believe the excite-
ment around your visit, Holy
Father, must be attributed not
only to your role as Pope, but to
your unique qualities as a per-
son.  In your humility, your
embrace of simplicity, in the
gentleness of your words and the
generosity of your spirit, we see
a living example of Jesus’ teach-
ings, a leader whose moral
authority comes not just through
words but also through deeds.  

You call on all of us, Catholic
and non-Catholic alike, to put
the “least of these” at the center
of our concerns.  You remind us
that in the eyes of God our meas-
ure as individuals, and our meas-
ure as a society, is not deter-
mined by wealth or power or
station or celebrity, but by how
well we hew to Scripture’s call
to lift up the poor and the mar-
ginalized -- to stand up for jus-
tice and against inequality, and
to ensure that every human
being is able to live in dignity
–because we are all made in the
image of God.  

You remind us that “the Lord’s
most powerful message” is
mercy.  And that means welcom-
ing the stranger with empathy
and a truly open heart –from the
refugee who flees war-torn lands
to the immigrant who leaves
home in search of a better life.  It
means showing compassion and
love for the marginalized and the
outcast, to those who have suf-
fered, and those who have
caused suffering and seek
redemption.  You remind us of
the costs of war, particularly on
the powerless and defenseless,
and urge us toward the impera-
tive of peace.  
Holy Father, we are grateful for

your invaluable support of our
new beginning with the Cuban
people -- which holds out the
promise of better relations
between our countries, greater
cooperation across our hemi-
sphere, and a better life for the
Cuban people.  We thank you for
your passionate voice against
the deadly conflicts that ravage
the lives of so many men,
women and children, and your
call for nations to resist the
sirens of war and resolve dis-
putes through diplomacy.

You remind us that people are

only truly free when they can
practice their faith freely.   Here
in the United States, we cherish
religious liberty.  It was the basis
for so much of what brought us
together.  And here in the United
States, we cherish our religious
liberty, but around the world, at
this very moment, children of
God, including Christians, are
targeted and even killed because
of their faith.  Believers are pre-
vented from gathering at their
places of worship.  The faithful
are imprisoned, and churches are
destroyed.  So we stand with you
in defense of religious freedom
and interfaith dialogue, knowing
that people everywhere must be
able to live out their faith free
from fear and free from intimi-
dation.  

And, Holy Father, you remind
us that we have a sacred obliga-
tion to protect our planet, God’s
magnificent gift to us.  We sup-
port your call to all world lead-
ers to support the communities
most vulnerable to changing cli-
mate, and to come together to
preserve our precious world for
future generations.  

Your Holiness, in your words
and deeds, you set a profound
moral example.  And in these
gentle but firm reminders of our
obligations to God and to one
another, you are shaking us out
of complacency.  All of us may,
at times, experience discomfort
when we contemplate the dis-
tance between how we lead our
daily lives and what we know to
be true, what we know to be
right.  But I believe such dis-
comfort is a blessing, for it
points to something better.  You
shake our conscience from
slumber; you call on us to
rejoice in Good News, and give
us confidence that we can come
together in humility and service,
and pursue a world that is more
loving, more just, and more free.
Here at home and around the
world, may our generation heed
your call to “never remain on the
sidelines of this march of living
hope.”
For that great gift of hope, Holy

Father, we thank you, and wel-
come you, with joy and grati-
tude, to the United States of
America.  

***

REMARKS FROM HIS
HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

Mr. President, I am deeply grate-
ful for your welcome in the
name of the all Americans.  As a
son of an immigrant family, I am
happy to be a guest in this coun-
try, which was largely built by
such families.  

I look forward to these days of
encounter and dialogue in which
I hope to listen to and share
many of the hopes and dreams
of the American people.  During
my visit, I will have the honor of
addressing Congress, where I

hope, as a brother of this coun-
try, to offer words of encourage-
ment to those called to guide the
nation’s political future in fideli-
ty to its founding principles.  I
will also travel to Philadelphia
for the eighth World Meeting of
Families to celebrate and sup-
port the institutions of marriage
and the family at this critical
moment in the history of our
civilization.  

Mr. President, together with
their fellow citizens, American
Catholics are committed to
building a society which is truly
tolerant and inclusive, to safe-
guarding the rights of individu-
als and communities, and to
rejecting every form of unjust
discrimination.  With countless
other people of good will, they
are likewise concerned that
efforts to build a just and wisely
ordered society respect their
deepest concerns and the right to
religious liberty.  That freedom

reminds one of America’s most
precious possessions.  And, as
my brothers, the United States
Bishops, have reminded us, all
are called to be vigilant, precise-
ly as good citizens, to preserve
and defend that freedom from
everything that would threaten
or compromise it.  

Mr. President, I find it encour-
aging that you are proposing an
initiative for reducing air pollu-
tion.  Accepting the urgency, it
seems clear to me also that cli-
mate change is a problem which
can no longer be left to our
future generation.  When it
comes to the care of our com-
mon home, we are living at a
critical moment of history.  We
still have time to make the
change needed to bring about a
sustainable and integral devel-
opment, for we know that things
can change.  

Such change demands on our
part a serious and responsible

recognition not only of the kind
of world we may be leaving to
our children, but also to the mil-
lions of people living under a
system which has overlooked
them.  Our common home has
been part of this group of the
excluded, which cries out to
heaven and which today power-
fully strikes our homes, our
cities, our societies.  To use a
telling phrase of the Reverend
Martin Luther King, we can say
that we have defaulted on a
promissory note, and now is the
time to honor it.  

We know by faith that the
Creator does not abandon us; He
never forsakes his loving plan or
repents of having created us.
Humanity has the ability to work
together in building our com-
mon home.  As Christians
inspired by this certainty, we
wish to commit ourselves to the
conscious and responsible care
of our common home.

(Proverbs 3:4)
Rest Upon Us - When the

Lord's FAVOR is upon us it will
make us successful in every
thing we do on our jobs, in our
businesses, in our ministries and
others will recognize it.  "May
the favor of the Lord our God

rest on us; establish the works of
our hands for us -yes, establish
the works of our hands."
(Psalms 90:17)
Our Enemies cannot Triumph
Over Us- The FAVOR of God
will give us the victory over our
enemies. No matter what they

try to do to us they will not win.
"By this I know that thou
favourest me, because mine
enemy doth not triumph over
me." (Psalm 41:11)                     

Grace and Honor - God's
FAVOR gives us His Grace and
honor and there is no good that
He will keep back from us or
refuse to give us. For the Lord
God is a sun and shield, the Lord
bestows favor and honor. No
good things does he withhold
from those who walk upright-
ly."(Psalm 84:11)

So be encouraged today and
always remember God's anger
only lasts a little while but His
FAVOR lasts a lifetime. "For his
anger endureth but a moment; in
his favor is life; weeping may
endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning."(Psalms
30:5)                                        

***
Minister Sherry Ivy may be con-
tacted by writing to Pastor
Willie & Minister Sherry Ivy,
Healing and Yoke Destroying
Ministry, P. O. Box 714, Macon,
MS. 39341 or email her at min-
sivy@yahoo.com .

“You remind us that peo-
ple are only truly free
when they can practice
their faith freely.   Here in
the United States, we cher-
ish religious liberty.  It
was the basis for so much
of what brought us togeth-
er.”

Mr. President, the efforts which
were recently made to mend
broken relationships and to open
new doors to cooperation within
our human family represent pos-
itive steps along the path of rec-
onciliation, justice and freedom.

I would like all men and
women of good will in this great
nation to support the efforts of
the international community to
protect the vulnerable in our
world and to stimulate integral
and inclusive models of devel-
opment -- so that our brothers
and sisters everywhere may
know the blessings of peace and
prosperity which God wills for
all his children.

Mr. President, once again I
thank you for your welcome,
and I look forward to these days
in your country.  God bless
America.  
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point of coordination in the
ongoing struggle against
racism.”
A complete schedule follows.
CNBC will hold a national
Ecumenical Service on Tuesday,
December 15th at 7:00 p.m.
ABOUT CNBC—CNBC repre-
sents more than 20 million peo-
ple within 30,000 congregations
in the United States and the

African Diaspora. CNBC is
comprised of the national lead-
ers of the seven largest histori-
cally Black denominations in
America. These denominations
include the following religious
bodies: African Methodist
Episcopal (AME); African
Methodist Episcopal Zion;
Christian Methodist Episcopal
(CME); Church of God in

Christ; Full Gospel Baptist
Church Fellowship
International; National Baptist
Convention of America, Inc.
Intl. and the National Baptist
Convention, U.S.A, Inc. The
organization represents more
than 70% of the African
American Christians across this
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