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Full text
remarks

by
President
Obama

and Pope
Francis on
U.S. visit

Controversy surrounds
Pope’s canonization of
Junípero Serra to saint

Why you should be thankful throughout year

By 
President Barack Obama

What a beautiful day the Lord
has made.  Holy Father, on
behalf of Michelle and myself,
welcome to the White House.  I
should explain that our backyard
is not typically this crowded --
but the size and spirit of today’s
gathering is just a small reflec-
tion of the deep devotion of
some 70 million American
Catholics.  It reflects, as well,
the way that your message of
love and hope has inspired so
many people across our nation
and around the world.  So on
behalf of the American people, it
is my great honor and privilege
to welcome you to the United
States of America.  

Today, we mark many firsts.
Your Holiness, you have been
celebrated as the first Pope from
the Americas.  This is your first
visit to the United States.  And
you are also the first pontiff to
share an encyclical through a
Twitter account.  
Holy Father, your visit not only

allows us, in some small way, to
reciprocate the extraordinary
hospitality that you extended to
me at the Vatican last year.  It
also reveals how much all
Americans, from every back-

It’s every parent’s worst night-
mare: going through the death of
their young child.

On Thanksgiving eve 2011,
Karen Perry lost all three of her
children – Morgan, Logan and
Luke – and their father, Shawn,
when their plane crashed into
Superstition Mountain in
Arizona minutes after takeoff.
To this day, she still has ques-
tions for the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), which
made airspace changes in the
area not long before the tragedy
occurred. Perry – a lifelong
pilot, skilled aviator and long-
time flight attendant – says
there’s no doubt the FAA’s air-
space design contributed to the
crash, even though pilot error
was blamed for the accident.
The Arizona Pilot’s Association
(APA) was a vocal opponent of
the design change, and the
Aircraft Owners and Pilot’s

Dr. James L. Snyder

I do not often get under the
weather; after all, as tall as I am
my head is usually in the clouds.
At least, the Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage thinks this is
the case. And who is to argue
with her. But this time I was
under the weather.
My head was stuffed and every

other breath I took I had a
sneezing fit. I felt miserable. I
looked miserable. I know this
because my wife said, "You
look miserable." And, I was
miserable.

Being in such a delicate condi-
tion, I had completely forgotten
what time of the year it was. In
fact, I did not even know what
time of the day it was.

I vaguely remember my wife
saying something to the effect
that she was going somewhere
and to be ready for something or
other. In my condition, I could
not have cared less. She could
have taken a trip to the moon
and I would not have cared. All
I wanted was to be left alone to
wallow in my ocean of misery.

I was dressed in my old
raggedy bathrobe, a sort of com-
fort piece of clothing when I am
not feeling well. I have had it for
197 years and it looks like it.
When I am sick is the one piece
of clothing that I can wrap
around myself and feel some
semblance of comfort.
Taking refuge in my easy chair,

I pampered myself with a nice
hot cup of tea with honey. I had
a slight fever and my head was
thumping like a marching band
at a football game. Trying to
ease my pain, I wrap my head in
a wet towel. My eyes were
bulging and watery as if I had
just swallowed a hot spicy
Mexican taco in one gulp. To

Please see page 7

African Diaspora Arts,
Culture and Diversity

Celebrated

MIAMI, Nov. 16, 2015
/PRNewswire/ -- Following a
successful launch last year, the
Greater Miami Convention &
Visitors Bureau (GMCVB)
brings back Art of Black Miami,
a platform that shines a spotlight
on local, national and interna-
tional art and artists representing
the African diaspora.  Art of
Black Miami takes part during
the destination's premier art
event, Art Basel Miami Beach.
This signature initiative is a cel-
ebration of the abundant artistic
diversity found within Miami's
mosaic and heritage-rich neigh-
borhoods. Residents and visitors
will experience new artwork and
projects while attending special
events, meeting artists, visiting

By Dr.  Eugene Stovall
Special to 

The Mid-South GOSPEL
Tribune 
on the 

Black Information Highway
www.

blackinformationhighway.com 

Oakland, CA -  In the final
event of his papal visit to the
US, Pope Francis canonized a
man, responsible for the
enslavement, torture and murder
of 300, 000 Native American
people. Unlike other Jesuits sent
to the New World, Serra was
more interested in the native
people’s hereditary lands than
their immortal souls. Serra’s
California missions delivered
fabulous riches to Spain from
which the Vatican got a healthy
cut. So with pomp and ritual, the
Pope canonized the man who
played such a dramatic role in
furthering western civilization’s
expansion and white people’s
centuries-long crusade against
non-white people.  The calculat-
ed deliberation with which Pope
Francis canonized Father
Junipero Serra gave the world a
frank glimpse into the soul of
white folks.
With Serra’s canonization, Pope

“Unlike other Jesuits sent
to the New World, Serra
was more interested in the
native people’s hereditary
lands than their immortal
souls. Serra’s California
missions delivered fabu-
lous riches to Spain from
which the Vatican got a
healthy cut...”

Francis gave himself an oppor-
tunity to endorse the ultra right
extremist policies pursued for
decades by the United States, at
home and around the world. For
centuries, the Vatican has
encouraged religious crusades
against non-Christians. The
Catholic Church’s crusade
against the Native American
peoples of the Americas gave
the Vatican the wealth it now
enjoys. And the Pope made clear
in canonizing Junipero Serra
that genocide against non-white
peoples was as praiseworthy in
the 18th century and as the
genocide occurring in the
Middle East is praiseworthy
today. Francis wants America to
“stay the course” until western
civilization has established total
dominance over its ‘enemies.’

The ‘Saintliness’ Of Junipero
Serra

In the early eighteenth century,
the King of Spain learned that
Russian fur traders were invad-
ing the fabulous land in the
Americas known as California.
The Russians had even named
an important California water-
way, Russian River. The king
directed Jesuit priests—accom-

panied by Spanish soldiers— to
baptize and educate the native
peoples living in this land so
they could become Spanish sub-
jects. Spain based its claim to
lands in the Americas on the
people loyal to the Spanish
Crown living there. The king
directed the Jesuits to protect
both the native residents whom
the king considered Spanish
subjects, as well as the land
which the king considered
belonging to Spain. By taking up
residence in the villages of the
native peoples and living with
them, the other Jesuit priests car-
ried out the king’s instructions.
Junipero Serra, however, decid-
ed that the king’s directive gave
him a mandate to engage in
regime change and empire
building. 

Serra reasoned that the king

really wanted settlements in
California inhabited by
Spaniards, not squalid villages
occupied by natives. So the
Franciscan priest directed his
soldiers to loot the Indian vil-
lages of their valuables, animals
and food supplies and then burn
them to the ground. Afterwards
Serra offered the survivors a
choice: convert to Christianity
and submit to perpetual servi-
tude or die. With an unlimited
supply of free labor and an
unlimited amount of building
materials and supplies, Serra
embarked upon the construction
project that made Spain domi-
nant in California for the
remainder of the eighteenth cen-
tury and into the nineteenth.
Serra’s missions—spaced a
day’s ride from one another
between Los Angeles and San
Francisco— served as military
outposts, agricultural plantations
as well as religious communi-
ties. For the native peoples,
however, Junipero Serra’s mis-
sions were death camps admin-
istered barbarously, inhumanely
and sadistically.
The native peoples labored on

Junipero Serra’s missions from

Please see page 8

...More on the canonization  of Junipero Serra

By Rev. Elizabeth Leung
Minister for Racial Justice

During his recent visit to the
United States, Pope Francis pro-
nounced the 18th century
Spanish friar, Junípero Serra a

“saint.” Serra built the first nine
of a twenty-one missions system
across California that served as
religious and military outpost
for assimilating Indigenous pop-
ulations to European culture and
Christianity. On the day of can-
onization Californian American
Indians, descendants of the sur-
vivors of the mission system, led
by the Ohlone/Costanoan-
Esselen Nation of the greater
Monterey County on whose
ancestral lands the Carmel
Mission stands, called for a day
of mourning, prayer and truth-
telling.

Since early 2015, numerous

Indigenous nations and Native
American organizations, includ-
ing the Ohlone/Costanoan-
Esselen Nation, Amah Mutsun
Tribal Band, Acjachemen
Nation: Juaneño Band of
Mission Indians, Pechanga Band
of Luiseño Indians, California
Association of Tribal
Governments, the American
Indian Movement and more, had
called on the Pope to reverse the
process of canonization, to no
avail. In his speech for Serra’s
canonization, the Pope said that
“[i]t is difficult to judge the past
by the criteria of the present.” I
think The Atlantic rightly asked

“Is the Pope trying to redeem
colonialism?”
Junípero Serra has been both

hailed and pilloried as the
Columbus of California. In
recent years many have come to
understand the legacy of the
15th century Spanish explorer
Christopher Columbus, who
landed in the Caribbean, in a
new light. Columbus enslaved
and tortured Indigenous people
in the quest for land and gold.
People who support Serra’s can-
onization say that, unlike
Columbus, Serra modeled his

Rev. Elizabeth Leung

Association (AOPA) sued the
FAA for it – citing inevitable
accidents – but the AOPA lost.
While continuing to seek
answers for the crash, Perry has
been coping with her loss, in
part, by appreciating what she
had.
“Unexpectedly, I became preg-
nant at 38; I didn’t know I could
conceive,” says Perry, whose
story made national headlines
and was featured on the Oprah
Winfrey Network.
“We had another child when I
was 40, and then again when I
was 42. I lost them all – my chil-
dren and their father – in an
instant. My twin passions, my
family and my work, collided
into a million pieces on a moun-
tain peak that I could see from
my backyard.”
Her story is told in “Angels
Three: The Karen Perry Story,”
(3wingsoflife.org/book/), writ-
ten by Landon J. Napoleon, a

book Publishers Weekly calls
“Haunting, yet inspirational.”
•  “I am thankful.” She explains
why: “How do I feel thankful in
all that has happened? I am
thankful to God for my life, I am
thankful to have had these amaz-
ing little people in my life who
have taught me so much. I am
thankful for the outpouring of
love, compassion, and human
kindness that touched me very
deeply. Beyond that, what can
we all be thankful to God for?
We can be thankful for fresh air,
sunshine, for the people in our
lives, for the things that we love,
for being able to see, to hear, to
feel. All things that God has
made possible for us.”
•  Even though it was never easy
… When Perry was age 4, she
lost her 2-year-old sister to
Leukemia, her first lesson of
loss and heartache. Her parents,
devastated, eventually divorced.
Consumed by grief, Perry’s

Please see page 2

mother couldn’t properly care
for her. Custody went to Perry’s
father, a 20-something who was-
n’t sure he could care for the
girl. He openly considered adop-
tion, but after many tears and
heartfelt pleading from his
daughter, he maintained custody
of her. Later, as Perry thrived in
her career in aviation, she felt
the pull of wanting a family, but
she and her first husband could-
n’t conceive. They divorced.
After suffering a string of med-
ical emergencies – involving
Peritonitis, which is 99 percent
fatal, and breast cancer – Perry
eventually gave birth to three
children with her second hus-
band.

Please see page 2

The many
funny

faces of
the season
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Greater Miami
Convention &

Visitors Bureau
brings back
‘The Art of

Black Miami’
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Mother who lost three children in plane crash explains her reasons for gratitude

Remarks made on South
Lawn of White House on

September 23, 2015 


