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Out to Pastor

By Dr. James L. Snyder

I must admit that I am not a
great one in answering ques-
tions. It may be I do not hear the
question correctly, or someone
will ask me a question and I give
an answer to another question.

I am beginning to think that I
have a little bit of politician-itis.
I hope there is a cure for this. I
would hate to go through the rest
of my life inflicted with this
malady. I promise you, I am not
running for any political office,
and therefore I do not need any
politician-itis to infect my per-

If you’re a traditional religious
person and pay attention to pop-
ulation trends, then 2015 proba-
bly isn’t your year.

A new survey by the Pew
Research Center shows that the
latest generation of adults –
Millennials, those Americans
born between 1981 and 1996 –
are rapidly changing the coun-
try’s religious landscape. Thirty-
five percent of Millennials
account for the U.S.’s largest
“nones” population, the reli-
giously unaffiliated, and the
youngest among them are even
less likely to be affiliated than
those who are older.

Washington, D.C. – As school
lets out for the summer, Youth
Service America (YSA) is call-
ing on kids to make this a
Summer of Creativity. YSA,
through support from Disney |
ABC Television Group will
award Summer of Creativity
Grants to young change-makers
who have ideas and projects that
positively impact their commu-
nity.  Youth ages 5-18 in the U.S.
are eligible to apply for Summer
of Creativity Grants by submit-
ting service project ideas that
will make a difference in their
local communities. One hundred

LOS ANGELES, CA – This fall,
Oprah Winfrey presents the
landmark television event
“Belief,” a week-long documen-
tary series airing over seven
consecutive nights that depicts
how people with a wide range of
beliefs search for deeper mean-
ing and connection with the
world around them.  Through
vivid, emotional storytelling and
cinematic visual imagery,
“Belief” illuminates the best of
faith and spiritual practices from
around the world – the rituals,
stories and relationships that
bind people all together as
human beings.  The series will
premiere on Sunday, October 18
at 7 p.m. (CT) and  8 p.m. ET/PT
on OWN: Oprah Winfrey
Network. See each segment’s
description below: (Check your
local cable for channel designa-
tion)   

Sunday, October 18
“Belief: The Seekers”

Witness stories from around the
world united by one of the most
basic human needs – a desire to
find purpose and meaning in our
lives.  First, 19-year-old Cha
Cha, a devout evangelical
Christian college student, hopes

Disney & ABC Television Group
supports  creativity grants now
available for youth changemakers

and twenty five winners will be
awarded individual $500 grants
to implement their projects. 

Select grantees will have a
chance to be recognized on
Good Morning America or their
local ABC affiliate. Applications
will be accepted through  August
10, 2015, at
YSA.org/BeInspired.
2014 grant-awarded projects
included:
•Warm Winters, a program run
by a 14-year-old to collect coats,
hats, and gloves left at ski
resorts to help keep the home-

less warm.
•Shred Kids Cancer, a campaign
organized by a 14-year-old to
fundraise for research to help
find cures for pediatric cancer.
•Braeden’s Brown Bags, a foun-
dation founded by a 10-year-old
to provide healthy meals to kids
in need.

“With half the world’s popula-
tion under the age of 25, our
future depends on helping young
people to find their voice, take
action, and make a positive
impact in their communities. We
know that young people are
uniquely suited to help solve

problems - if given the opportu-
nity,” said Steven A. Culbertson,
President and CEO of YSA. “We
need youth to be leaders and
problem solvers today, not just
the leaders of a distant tomor-
row. Disney ABC Television
Group’s Summer of Creativity is
about shining a bright light on
the incredible power of youth to
use their ingenuity to change the
world.”

For more information and to
apply, visit
www.YSA.org/BeInspired. 

Multi-disciplinary leader asks, ‘Are
we too focused on spiritual labels?’

Please see page 2Please see page 2

I may be
odd but
one day
I’ll get
even

No 
Sanctuary:
Why black
churches
are still
under
attack

By Matthew R. Drayton
Special to 

The Mid-South GOSPEL
Tribune, The Mid-South
Tribune and the Black
Information Highway 

Like most Americans I woke
up this morning to the news of
another attack on a Black
church. Nine people were shot to
death during bible study in
Charleston, South Carolina. This
time, the alleged shooter is a 21-
year-old white male who looks
like he wouldn’t harm a fly. 

While the motives for the
attacks are still unclear, and
under investigation, early
reports indicate that this was
another hate crime. FBI statis-

Please see page 2

Opinion
tics from 2013 show, of 3,407
single biased hate crime inci-
dents, 66% were motivated by
anti-black or African American
bias.
Black churches have been under
attack for hundreds of years, dat-
ing back to slavery. Be it bomb-
ings during the civil rights
movement, or Black churches
being set on fire, the Black
church has been under perpetual
attack since its inception. Why is
a place that is supposed to be a
sanctuary constantly under
attack by people who want to
exercise their racial hatred?
How can people be that evil to
go to a house of worship to mur-
der and vandalize?
Do those who attack and vandal-

Criminal justice
reform leader

Glenn E. Martin
writes open letter
to Pres. Obama 

Please see page 2

Bishop T.D. Jakes’ MegaFest set for
August 19-23 ... Read more on pages 3 and 9

Oprah launches world
event to explore ‘Belief’

to reconnect with her faith after
a recent trauma has shaken her
to the core.  Next, Reshma
Thakkar, a young Indian-
American Hindu woman from
Chicago, travels to the banks of
the Ganges River in India for the
Kumbh Mela, joining millions at
the world’s largest spiritual
gathering.  Meanwhile, in
Budapest, Hungary, 13-year-old
Mendel Hurwitz prepares for his
Bar Mitzvah, the Jewish trans-
formation from adolescence to
adulthood.  Mendel’s synagogue
in Budapest once faced extinc-
tion, and this tiny population of
Jews are struggling to keep their
culture alive.  In the final story,

Terry Gandadila, an Aboriginal
elder in Australia who is nearing
death, passes on the wisdom and
knowledge of his tribe to his
grandson.  Together, they walk
the songline, an ancient roadmap
that the tribe believes reveals
how the world was created and
how to live life in accordance
with their ancestor spirits.

Monday, October 19
“Belief: Love’s Story”

Journey around the world in
search of what it means to love
one another.  First, in western
Pennsylvania, Ian and Larissa
Murphy are two evangelical
Christians who fell in love dur-
ing college.  Ten months into

their relationship, Ian suffered a
traumatic brain injury, dramati-
cally changing their relationship
while also showing them what it
means to love unconditionally.
Next, we meet Rena Greenberg
and Yermi Udkoff of Brooklyn,
New York as they prepare to
marry in the Hasidic faith, which
believes every person is born
with one half of a soul, and only
through marriage can the two
souls reunite with each other.
On the other side of the world,
former professional skateboard-
er Jordan Richter from northern

Please see page 12

‘Hands of Belief’ (Photo/courtesy of OWN)

Schedule of BELIEF segments
can be downloaded in PDF on

the Religion lane on The
Mid-South Tribune and the

Black Information Highway at 
www.

blackinformationhighway.com 
Also, detour to Oprah.com for

more information

Welcome, Travelers!

Editor’s note: Below is a letter
written on June 26, 2015 sub-
mitted by Glenn E. Martin
who was invited to participate
in a planning session on prison
reform. In his letter, Mr.
Martin protests his treatment
as an invited guest. Read more
on prison reform and prison
ministry on the  Prison
Reform lane on The Mid-
South Tribune, The Mid-
South GOSPEL Tribune, and
Black Information Highway
at www.blackinformation-
highway.com.

***

Dear President Obama
I write to you as a national

leader, criminal justice reform
advocate, and founder of
JustLeadershipUSA, a bold new
organization dedicated to cut-
ting the US correctional popula-
tion in half by 2030 on the guid-
ing principle that those closest
to the problem are closest to the
solution.

Recently, I had the honor of
participating in a strategic plan-
ning initiative that addressed
both the intersection of, and
possible remedies to, the issues
of gun violence, policing, and
mass incarceration in the United
States.  On Wednesday, June 17,
2015, George Washington
University Law School served
as host to a select group of civil
rights and religious leaders,
scholars, elected officials, law
enforcement officials and foun-
dation officers brought together
by The Joint Center for Political
and Economic Studies and The
Joyce Foundation.

Our day culminated with an
invitation to join members of
your domestic policy staff in the
Eisenhower Executive Office
Building for a discussion about
their work on these issues. A day
of thoughtful and inspired dia-

“..Our souls are guided by
love-energy, a relationship
described with different
verbiage in science and
philosophy. The human
soul represents a very spe-
cific part of a person’s
bodily make-up. It has
evolved in humanity to
include faculties such as
reasoning...perhaps not
currently present in other
creatures; and as a conse-
quence, humans currently
appear to represent the tip
of the evolutionary
arrow.”

The latest figures support other
studies in recent years indicating
America’s evolving perspective
on spirituality. Another Pew sur-
vey from 2012 found that 20
percent of Americans considered
themselves “spiritual but not
religious.”
“Many religious traditionalists
won’t like the trend, and I think
we need to be careful to not
throw out the baby with the
bathwater, but I think wiggle
room is good in the context of
strict religious interpretation,”
says Ron Walter, a retired lieu-
tenant colonel in the U.S. Army,
successful businessman and

advocate of ecumenical
Franciscan spirituality.
“There are more ways than one
to glimpse God’s work. Forget
about a single religion; what are
the chances that a single area of
human knowledge completes the
narrative of God’s truth? We
need to have all tools of knowl-
edge at our disposal, which I
believe includes theology, phi-
losophy and science.”
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Welcome, Travelers!

“Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may  run who reads it.”

See
The Mid-South Tribune’s 

20th Annual Black History Special Edition
on the Black History Lane

on the
Black Information Highway.com

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

Are we too focused on spiritual labels?
from front page

I may be odd but one day I’ll get even
from front page
sonality.

Overall, questions are very
hard to answer. If you miss one
word in the question, in your
mind you hear a different ques-
tion. I must confess that I do not
always listen as carefully as I
should. Usually I am thinking of
something else when somebody
presents their question to me.
By somebody, I am referencing

the Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. I noticed a game
show on television now called,
“500 Questions.” I had to laugh
when I saw it because my wife
has them beat by a long shot.
Why, she can give me 500 ques-
tions before breakfast.

It is my opinion that one of the
secrets to longevity, not to speak
of happiness, in marriage is not
taking all of those questions
seriously. If I had to answer all
the questions that came to me in
the order they came to me, either
I would be divorced or in an
insane asylum, which may be
the same place.

Whoever coined the phrase,
“Yes, Dear,” was a genius on
many levels. When I began
using this phrase, my life took
on a little calmer altitude.

One of the things that I have
learned about wives is that they
will ask questions not really
expecting answers. When I first
got married, I thought I had to
answer every question that

Opinion

stumbled out of her mouth. I still
remember the day when it
dawned on me that she was ask-
ing me questions not to get my
answer but to have me nod my
head and say, “Yes, Dear.” Then
our marriage took on a very nice
direction.
I am not sure what I was doing

at the time, but the question that
came from my spouse, was,
“Are you acting odd, or what?”

Now, according to my spouse,
she believes I am an Academy
award actor. I only wish I were
as good as she thinks I am in the
area of the thespian arts. I sim-
ply am not.

To her question, “Are you act-
ing odd, or what?” I simply
replied by saying, “I’m not act-
ing!”

At the time, I did not know
what I was saying, but the more
I think about it, the more I think

I said the right thing. I am not
sure it is possible to act odd,
although there may be some
very good actors that can pull it
off. With me, I am not acting.
I am not sure what “acting odd”

means from her perspective, but
I am coming to understand my
perspective of the whole thing.

I may appear to be “acting
odd,” but I am really simply just
odd. I think I can rightly say that

I am the “Wizard of Odd.”
Being somewhat of an expert in

the area of “acting odd,” I have
learned a few things about it.
There is nothing wrong with
being odd, particularly in the
society in which we live.

Sometimes people talk about
the “average person in America
,” which does not exist any-
where on the planet. What
would the average person look
like? Where would you begin?
I know with many people, what

I do may look odd. I am not wor-
ried about that. I know my wife
thinks some of the things I do is
odd. But then, she married me. I
could not be that odd if she was
willing to marry me.

Everybody is odd in different
ways. I’m not sure all the differ-
ent ways in which I am odd, but
the more I look into myself and
the oddness of my life, I’m get-
ting a little more comfortable in
my skin. I am not sure what that
means, because I have never
been out of my skin that I can
remember. There were those odd
moments when my skin
crawled, but that’s another story.

Being odd isn’t the horrible
thing some people think it is. If I
were just like everybody else,
how would you know it’s me?
The thing that makes me differ-
ent from everybody else is that
aspect of oddness that permeates
my personality.

It is not that I have tried to be
odd. I am just trying to be
myself. I see some of these so-
called celebrities on TV and
everybody wants to be like
them. I have yet to see anybody
on TV I would like to be like. If
I were like some celebrity, how
would you know the difference
between me and he?

I have come to like myself and
the main reason I have come to
that point is I have discovered
how much God loves me. One of
my favorite verses is, John 3:16
, “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”

I accept being odd now because
one day I will be even.

***
Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor

of the Family of God
Fellowship, PO Box 831313 ,
Ocala , FL 34483 . He lives with
his wife, Martha , in Silver
Springs Shores . Call him at 1-
866-552-2543 or e-mail jamess-
nyder2@att.net or website
www.jamessnyderministries.com
.

logue, however, quickly turned into one of needless humiliation and
stigma for me. As each of my colleagues received green passes
granting them immediate access, I received a pink ID bearing the
label: "Needs Escort." Its inspiration was quickly and unsurprising-
ly confirmed: anyone with a criminal conviction requires an escort
at all times on the White House grounds. The staggering symbolism
of the ordeal was not lost on me, Mr. President. In a country where
65 million people have a criminal record on file, being selectively
barred from entering the White House for a discussion about those
very same people was as insulting as it was indicative of the broad-
er problem.

Along with millions of others, I have watched with tremendous
pride and optimism as your administration has stated that our
carceral policies are patently counterproductive. Further, those poli-
cies disproportionately target communities of color, running
roughshod over our declared principles of justice, fairness, and pro-
portionality in the process. I submit to you that the treatment I
received as an invited White House guest, and by extension all oth-
ers with prior convictions, further erodes the life of those principles.
In your letters of commutation you have concluded, “Remember
that you have the capacity to make good choices. By doing so, you
will affect not only your own life, but those close to you. You will
also influence, through your example, the possibility that others in
your circumstances get their own second chance in the future.” This
counsel is as applicable to our nation’s corridors of power as it is to
our most travailed citizens. The work of the mature democracy is to
organize itself in such a way that best enables that process without
undue hardship.

Along my journey to national advocacy, I’ve disabused myself of
several of our national delusions, the most poignant being the myth
of the voiceless masses who require the spokesmanship of a noble
and courageous few. I never met any of the alleged voiceless during
my incarceration, only the deliberately silenced. In the corridors of
our nation’s highest office, I found my voice and my person restrict-
ed in an agonizingly similar way to that which I encountered in
prison. Rather than being debilitated, I walked away further
emboldened and hopeful that when guided by a commitment to jus-
tice, power might listen.

There is strong evidence to believe that is the case. In your March
interview with David Simon you stated rightfully: “Part of the chal-
lenge is going to be making sure, number one, that we humanize
what so often on the local news is just a bunch of shadowy charac-
ters and tell their stories.” There is no expression capable of fully
capturing how uplifting these remarks are for millions of our coun-
try’s men and women. In the spirit of that conviction, I humbly
request a meeting with myself and a select group of other formerly
incarcerated leaders at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely, 
Glenn E. Martin
Founder and President
JustLeadershipUSA

CC:
Joseph P. Clancy, Director, United States Secret Service
Ellen Alberding, President, The Joyce Foundation
Spencer Overton, President,  The Joint Center for Political and
Economic Studies

Open letter to President Obama 
from front page
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Welcome, Travelers!

Walter, author of “Theory of
Everything: Franciscan Faith
and Reason”
(RonaldWalter.com), explores
his spiritual concepts that are
derived from the three disci-
plines.
• God is greater than any reli-
gion. Pope Francis is the perfect
man for his job. To a significant
extent, the Catholic Church and
other denominations have failed
to keep pace with changes evi-
dent in geocentric views of the
cosmos. Embracing differing
currents of thought in philoso-
phy, theology and pastoral prac-
tice, Pope Francis has written
that such differences, if open to
being reconciled by the Spirit,
can enable the Church to grow
since all of them help express
more clearly the immense riches
of God’s word.
“Some people may believe that
the truth of their religion is
being compromised by change,
but I think Pope Francis sees this
as a positive opportunity,”
Walter says. “Humanity and the
cosmos are evolving toward an
ever higher state of conscious-
ness. We have to be open to the
knowledge that’s given to us.”
•  We don’t have to fight how the

spirit is revealed to us. The
Franciscan spiritual tradition has
always been in line with other
forms of Christianity, yet it also
emphasizes more of the many
ways that creation is good and
the life we have been given is a
joyous opportunity.
“When God is seen as spirit and
when spirit is seen as truth, light
and love, an emerging picture
becomes almost self-evident: As
the incarnate manifestation of
matter, energy and time – God is
the ground of all being,” he says.
“Each part of God’s self-creat-
ing creation is imbued with a
vestige of God’s presence. I call
this love-energy, which I would
equate to the concept of spirit.”
•  Our souls are guided by love-
energy, a relationship described
with different verbiage in sci-
ence and philosophy. The human
soul represents a very specific
part of a person’s bodily make-
up. It has evolved in humanity to
include faculties such as reason-
ing, perhaps not currently pres-
ent in other creatures; and as a
consequence, humans currently
appear to represent the tip of the
evolutionary arrow. However,
the human soul, the mind, is still
an essentially corporeal entity

that is guided by the Holy Spirit.
Humanity must seek the Holy
Spirit (within) to benefit from its
proper disposition toward per-
fection of the soul. And the con-
cept of free will plays an impor-
tant role in humanity’s achieve-
ment of this proper disposition.

About Ron Walter
Ron Walter (RonaldWalter.com)
is an author, commentator and
guest speaker with expertise in
human spirituality, business
management and military lead-
ership. A retired corporate exec-
utive with more than 20 years
active military service, Colonel
Walter currently serves on
Boards of Directors for the
Franciscan Renewal Center in
Scottsdale, Ariz., and Vesuvius
Press Inc. in Phoenix. He is a
Certified Professional Contracts
Manager (CPCM). “Theory of
Everything: Franciscan Faith
and Reason,” recounts Walter’s
spiritual awakening following
chemotherapy in the winter of
2012/2013. It explores the
natures of God, humanity and
the cosmos from the perspec-
tives of noted philosophers, the-
ologians and scientists. A major
conclusion of the book is that

finite beings emerge within
Trinitarian relations of divine
Love.

See more Opinions on
Op/Ed pages in this 

edition

No Sanctuary ... from front page
ize churches do it because they
feel churchgoers are peaceful,
non-violent, and weak, or do
they do it because of the sym-
bolism, and to break their vic-
tim’s spirit?  Since as early as
1758, the Black church has
played a major role in the black
community, at times being the
only place where black people
could get a break from oppres-
sion, and express themselves.
What would make a 21-year-old
shoot and kill nine people in a
Black church in 2015? Trained
hatred is likely the cause of this
attack. A person born in 1994
cannot possibly hate persons of
another race enough to murder
them in cold blood, unless they
were taught that hatred from the
time they were a child. Babies
don’t come into this world hat-
ing anyone!
It’s clear the Black church is

still viewed as the foundation of
the black community. It’s also
still a prime target for those who
want to hurt the Black commu-
nity, and make a strong state-

ment while doing so. The differ-
ence now is Black churches can
do more to prevent these attacks,
than they could during slavery
and the civil rights movement.
Intimidation didn’t work then,
and it won’t work now.
The time has come for Black

churches to implement security
measures to protect themselves.
I realize locked doors, metal
detectors, and armed security

don’t look good at a house of
worship, but Black churches
have been victimized too long. I
truly believe no one would think
twice if security measures were
put in place at black churches.
Churchgoers should be allowed
to worship without the fear of
being attacked.

How many senseless hate
crimes must we witness before
we realize we are all in this
together? I have spent the major-
ity of my adult life working with
people of all races and ethnici-
ties and have learned that, if you
invest a little time in getting to
know and understand those who
are different, you become more
tolerant. Unless we stop teach-
ing hate to our children, there
will always be hatred in
America. 
If the alleged shooter in the
Charleston murders is found
guilty, his life and his family’s
lives will change forever. The
people who are responsible for
his views and behavior will have
to live with that. The nine vic-

tims of this tragedy have already
paid the ultimate price, and their
families lives will never be the
same.

My heart goes out to the victims,
their families, and the people of
Charleston. The time has come
for Black church leaders to pro-
tect their parishioners, and adapt
to the times we live in. That is
the only way the Black church
will become the sanctuary it is
intended to be.

Retired Army Sergeant Major
Matthew R. Drayton is a corpo-
rate speaker, life coach, consult-
ant, leadership expert and
author of Succeeding While
Black. He has also been mentor-
ing youth for over a decade and
is currently the Executive
Director of Great Oak Youth
Development Center, a NC-
based non-profit organization
that mentors at risk youth. For
more information, visit
www.MattDrayton.com.

'The time has come for Black
churches to implement secu-
rity measures to protect
themselves. I realize locked
doors, metal detectors, and
armed security don’t look
good at a house of worship,
but Black churches have
been victimized too long. I
truly believe no one would
think twice if security meas-
ures were put in place at
black churches. Churchgoers
should be allowed to worship
without the fear of being
attacked.”
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Minister Sherry Ivy

Sometimes you have to say,
‘Lord, I need you to help me’

By Minister Sherry Ivy,
columnist  for

The Mid-South GOSPEL
Tribune and the 

Black Information Highway

Jesus is ready to HELP us with
whatever we need Him to HELP
us with. All we have to do is cry
out to Him for HELP. "But in my
distress I cried out to the Lord;
yes, I prayed to my God for help.
He heard me from His sanctu-
ary; my cry to Him reached His
ears." (Psalm 18:6)

There are some habits that I've
been struggling with. I've tried
everything and nothing I've tried
seems to be working. Lord, I
realize now that I Need You to
HELP Me. I want to be delivered
and only You can do it. "But I
am poor and needy; yet the Lord
thinketh upon me: thou art my
help and my deliverer; make no
tarrying, O my God." (Psalm
40:17)
Lord HELP me mind my own

business and leave other people
business alone so I won’t have to
suffer being called none of these
things. "But let none of you suf-
fer as a murderer, or as a thief, or
as an evildoer, or as a busybody
in other men's matters." (1 Peter
4:15)                                          
Sometimes when we bring our

concerns to the Lord He answers
us right away and sometimes He
says ‘wait’. In our waiting we

find ourselves getting impatient.
When this starts happening we
need to say, "Lord I need You to
HELP me to be patient and wait
on You.” Wait on the Lord: be of
good courage, and He shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I
say, on the Lord." (Psalm 27:14)  
Loving our enemies is one of

the toughest things for us to do.
But we can do it not in our own

strength but with the HELP of
the Lord. "But I say unto you,
Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and
persecute you." (Matthew 5:44)

Lord Help Me to accept the
things I cannot change, the
courage to change the things I
can, and the wisdom to know the

difference. "Wisdom is the prin-
cipal thing: therefore get wis-
dom and with all thy getting get
understanding." (Proverbs 4:7)

So be encouraged today and
always remember all of our
HELP comes from the Lord. "I
will lift up mine eyes unto the
hills, from whence cometh my
help. My help cometh from the
Lord which made heaven and
earth." (Psalm 121:1-2)

You may contact Pastor Willie
& Minister Sherry Ivy’s Healing
and Yoke Ministry at
minivy@yahoo.com or P. O. Box
714 Macon, MS. 39341

Read Minister Sherry
Ivy’s columns on the
Religion lane of The

Mid-South Tribune and
The Mid-South

GOSPEL Tribune on 
the 

Black Information
Higway at www.
blackinformation

highway.com
Welcome, Travelers!

MegaFest back for family, fun, and faith
renewal; BMI, tech, and Madea on slate

including Beyonce, Kanye West,
Janet Jackson, Toni Braxton,
Mariah Carey, Pharell and
Rihanna.

Claude Kelly has sold more
than 25 million copies of song.
The songwriter and producer’s
resume includes No. 1 singles
for Britney Spears, Bruno Mars,
and Kelly Clarkson, along with
hits for Christina Aguilera,
Miley Cyrus, Adam Lambert,
Martina McBride, Michael
Jackson, and Whitney Houston.

Among this year’s
Empowerment speakers are: 
Cathi Coan is the president and
CEO of the Dallas-based
Techway Services, a nationally
recognized provider of end-of-
life IT services for corporations,
government entities, and univer-
sities. 
Kevin Curry is the man, story,

and culinary master behind
@FitMenCook. He is a Texas
and Harvard grad whose self-
taught method has taken him
from a behind-the-scenes career
as an Ivy Leaguer working for
Dell to major notoriety in the
full-time career he dreamt of.
Diann Valentine is the creative

genius behind the jaw dropping
weddings of Usher, Martin
Lawrence, Toni Braxton, Kelis
& Nas, Lela Rochon, and Shawn
Stockman from Boyz to Men,
just to name a few. She is a
Reality TV Host with her most
recent stint as the Host,
Designer, and Executive
Producer of WE TV’s I Do Over. 

Charreah K. Jackson is the
Lifestyle & Relationships Editor
for ESSENCE magazine.
Michelle Hargrove is a power-

house in the fields of public
speaking, women’s empower-
ment, and event planning. She
currently serves as the visionary
and CEO of M. Hargrove Events
and VC Legacy Foundation Inc.
She has become best known
both nationally and internation-
ally for the annual event she
founded in 2007, Restoration
Weekend, a one-of-a-kind 4-day,
3 night luxury weekend of
serenity, reconnection, and per-
sonal revival for women.

Gabriella Draney Zielke is
Cofounder and CEO of Tech
Wildcatters, a Top 10 seed accel-
erator for B2B startups as
ranked by Forbes, TechCrunch,
and Inc. Magazine.

Craig J. Lewis is the Founder
of Visage Payroll, a venture-
backed, Dallas-based tech start-
up that provides free payroll
services to small businesses and
other start-ups in the US.
Nina Vaca is the Chairman and

CEO of The Pinnacle Group,
which includes Pinnacle
Technical Resources, Inc. and
Provade, Inc.

Patrick E. Winfield II is
Campus Pastor of The Potter’s
House of Fort Worth. He has
served in missions in South
Africa, Namibia, and Kenya. He
has also ministered in the
Republic of the Congo.
Dr. R. A. Vernon is the Founder
and Senior Pastor of The Word
Church in Cleveland, Ohio.
Matt Alexander is the founder
and CEO of Need and Foremost.
Born and raised in London, he
moved to Dallas in 2006 to
attend SMU. In 2013, he
launched Need, a curated retail-
er and lifestyle publication that
has over 250,000 members. In
2015, Matt launched Foremost
which is an American-made
clothing line and has already
amassed over 50,000 members.
Also on hand will be:

Staff 
The Mid-South GOSPEL

Tribune

MegaFest kicks off August 19
and will end on August 23, but
that’s just the thing. It seems that
MegaFest or rather the spirit of
MegaFest never ends and each
year this event, founded by
Bishop T. D. Jakes who has
become one of the most respect-
ed spiritual leaders in the world,
gets bigger and bigger.
MegaFest continues to be as
international in scope as well as
domestic in how it impacts
whatever city it is held. This
year it will be in Dallas,  home-
city of the Potter’s House which
is pastored by Bishop Jakes. 
In the past some 40 countries

have been represented at an
event which can rival most
sports events. 
The Johannesburg, South Africa
MegaFest received worldwide
accolades for improving rela-
tions between the U.S. and
Africa.

Each year that international
number grows along with thou-
sands of participants in the
United States many of whom
have made MegaFest their one
and only summer vacation trek
or serve as a meet-up for family
reunions.
MegaFest was founded in 2004.
This year’s theme is “MegaFest,
More Than a Festival…It’s An
Experience!” and is sub-themed
“Something the Entire Family
Can Enjoy.” 
For more information and full

schedule, visit Mega-Fest.com
or TDJakes.org.  
Tyler Perry will be on hand to

introduce his new movie,
Madea on the Run, scheduled
for August 21 at the Dallas
Convention Center. Tickets can
be purchased at TicketMaster or
log into www.mega-
fest.com/play.

The ‘Mega’ portion of
MegaFest now refers to the
encompassing of what used to
be stand-alone events such as
ManPower and Woman Thou
Art Loosed (WTAL).
MegaKidz, and MegaYouth.
WTAL is the nurturing grand-
mother of all the conferences,
having been the first founded as
a Sunday School class.  
Bishop T. D. Jakes and First

Lady Serita A. Jakes and their
daughter Sarah Jakes Roberts
will be there to lead and partici-
pate in panel discussions, spiri-
tual services, and seminars.
Among the headliners are:

Joyce Meyer hosts TV and
radio show Enjoying Everyday
Life, which broadcasts world-
wide to about 4.5 billion people.
She is author of 100 books,
which have been translated into
more than 100 languages.
Christine Caine has authored
five books, including
“Undaunted”  and
“Unstoppable: Running the
Race You Were Born to Win”.
Evangelist Joyce L. Rodgers
has impacted hundreds of thou-
sands under her global ministry,

Joyce Rodgers International.
Her best-selling book, Fatal
Distractions, can be found in
English and Spanish. 
Pastor Sheryl Brady serves as

the pastor of The Potter’s House
of North Dallas. Founded by
Bishop T.D. and Mrs. Serita
Jakes, the campus launched its
worship services just prior to
Easter 2010 and focuses on fam-
ily-centric outreach programs.

Also, among headliners are:
Bishop Tudor Bismark, Dr.
R.A. Vernon, Pastor Chad
Veach, Amy Hilliard, and
Bishop Nicholas Duncan-
Williams.

This year’s MegaFest presents
a series of seminars for a 21st
Century tech world aimed at
entrepreneurs who want to mas-
ter the fast-breaking world of the
Internet or those who want to
build-up their skills or to net-
work to better their businesses.
Also on the agenda is a session
entitled “Started from the
Bottom, Now I’m Here” which
showcases how to start a busi-
ness and keep it going. It is
scheduled for August. 20.
New this year is BMI Presents

“How I Wrote that Song”
which is a panel where song-
writers speak candidly to an
audience of peers and fans.
Catherine Brewton, BMI VP of
Writer/Publisher Relations, will
moderate.
Among others in the music and
entertainment business partici-
pating in MegaFest are:

Darrell Miller, chair of the
Entertainment Department at
Fox Rothschild LLP and Office
Managing Partner of the Los
Angeles offices, has more than
two decades of entertainment
law and deal-making experi-
ence. His clients range from
Angela Bassett, Reginald
Hudlin, Chris “Ludacris”
Bridges, TD Jakes Enterprises,
Blair Underwood’s BU Apparel
Collection, Caroline Stanbury,
to NeNe Leakes—naming a few. 
BeBe Winans hails from the
legendary Winans family,
known as the first family of
gospel music. BeBe is known as
an inspirational, R&B, and
Gospel vocalist, songwriter, and
producer. He has won six
Grammy Awards (three solo and
three with CeCe Winans), ten
Dove Awards, six Stellar
Awards, three NAACP Awards
and a Soul Train Award.
Donald Lawrence has received
22 Stellar Awards and a Dove
Award, and has been nominated
for 12 Grammys. He is host of
Music Therapy with Donald
Lawrence, produced by Doug
Banks Media.
Mannie Fresh is known to fans

and throughout the music indus-
try as the former in-house pro-
ducer for Cash Money Records,
artist, and entertainer. The multi-
platinum, GRAMMY-nominat-
ed producer is responsible for
creating hits for Lil Wayne,
Juvenile, Big Tymers and The
Notorious B.I.G.
Makeba Riddick has worked

with the industry’s top talent

Social Club, a Hip Hop Duo
composed of Fern and Marty
from South Florida. 
Kevin Fredericks is known as
KevOn Stage. Tricked by his
brother into proving to a child-
hood friend that he was funny,
Kevin’s first stand-up comedy
performance was at church for
talent night.
Willie Moore Jr. is an inspira-

tional speaker, licensed minister,
Grammy recording artist, come-
dian, actor, and radio personali-
ty. He is also the host of the
nationally syndicated Radio One
show, The Nightly Spirit with
Willie Moore Jr, and The Praise
Mix Down.
Aventer Gray is an expertise in
numerous forms of the arts. She
has danced since age three,
being trained in ballet, jazz,
modern, pointe, acro, and
African at the Dothan School of
Dance in Dothan, Alabama.

See related line-up of
some MegaFest speakers

and performers on
page 9

For more information on MegaFest, detour to www.mega-fest.com
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LOS ANGELES, CA – OWN:
Oprah Winfrey Network
announced today a new prime-
time show from international
movie star and platinum record-
ing artist Tyrese Gibson and hip-
hop icon, celebrated author and
reality star Rev Run.  After their
successful collaboration on the
New York Times bestselling
Simon & Schuster book “Man-
ology,” the longtime friends are
bringing "man school” to televi-
sion sharing everything viewers
need to know about men and
love.  The show is developed
and produced by CBS Television
Distribution.  The eight episode
weekly series will debut in early
2016. 

Often at odds with each other,
ordained minister Rev Run (aka
Joseph Ward Simmons) is 50,
married and a father of six and
grandfather of one, while Tyrese
is a 36-year-old single father and
one of People Magazine’s sexi-
est men alive.  These two
unorthodox “love and relation-
ship experts” will be joined by a
primetime studio audience plus
celebrity guests in a no-holds-
barred relationship throw down.
Social media platforms will take
center stage galvanizing
America to ask Tyrese and Rev
Run their most intimate ques-
tions about men, relationships,
marriage and sex.

The Westchester County (NY) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated celebrated its 65th
anniversary  with a gala fundraiser. Dr. Glenda Newell-Harris (2nd left), national presi-
dent, The Links, Incorporated, and Natalie H. Fant (far left), the organization's Eastern
Area director, are pictured here congratulating F. Dianne Young (center, left), president,
the Westchester County Chapter of The Links; Gala Co-chairs Terry Joyner (2nd right)
and Mary Graves (far right), and Dawna Michelle Fields (right, center), a Westchester
Chapter member and national program manager for Colgate-Palmolive Company, a gala
sponsor. (PRNewsFoto/Westchester Links)/ courtesy photo: Barry Mason)

NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y.,
/PRNewswire/ -- The
Westchester County (NY)
Chapter of The Links,
Incorporated hosted a gala event
Sunday afternoon celebrating
service, friendship, and the orga-
nization's 65th anniversary on
June 8. More than 400 people
attended the fundraiser, which
featured music, art, and a silent
auction. Among those present to
congratulate The Chapter were
Dr. Glenda Newell-Harris,
National President of The Links,
Incorporated, Natalie H. Fant,
The Links' Eastern Area
Director, and several
Westchester elected officials.
In June 1950, six women, com-
mitted to enriching and sustain-
ing the cultural and economic
survival of Westchester's
African-American communities
chartered The Chapter, joining
one of the nation's oldest and
largest women's volunteer
organizations – The Links,
Incorporated.
The Westchester County
Chapter of The Links is dedicat-
ed to providing service through
friendship. Over the past year
alone, The Chapter's 45 mem-
bers contributed 4,878 volunteer
service hours. They donated

over 600 new children's books;
provided access to free dental
screenings and oral health edu-
cation to hundreds of
Westchester children; mentored
and groomed young men
enrolled in The Chapter's Young
Achievers' program for future
success; assisted women veter-
ans in preparing to return to the
civilian workforce; fed the hun-
gry; provided companionship
for the elderly, and presented
$15,000 in scholarships for col-
lege-bound students.
"Some people reach 65 and say

it's time to retire, but that is not
who we are as members of the
Westchester County Chapter of
The Links, and it's not what we
do," said F. Dianne Young,
President, The Westchester
County Chapter of The Links,
Incorporated.  "As an organiza-
tion, we are just hitting our
stride. The Westchester County
Chapter of The Links continues
to challenge ourselves to be rel-
evant and proactive in terms of
helping improve the quality of
life in the County's African-
American communities.  I can
think of no greater tribute to the
women who came before us and
no greater inspiration for those
who will follow."
Many members and alumnae of

The Chapter also serve in other
capacities – as judges, in local
government, as heads of non-
profits, in Corporate America
and on the boards of such local
organizations as the Red Cross,
Westchester Arts Council, the
Westchester County African-
American advisory board, the

Urban League, Neuberger
Museum of Art and countless
other organizations.
The Westchester County
Chapter of the Links makes its
impact felt in several areas of
vital importance, including
health and human services; the
arts; national trends and servic-
es; international trends and serv-
ices, and service to youth. This
year, as part of its 65th anniver-
sary celebration, the Westchester
County Chapter of The Links
also presented Legacy Awards to
community partners that have
supported and assisted The
Chapter in providing informa-
tion, resources and opportunities
to the County's underserved
populations. Recipients of the
awards included: The
Association of Community-
Based Artists of Westchester,
Inc. (AC-BAW); Cecil H. Parker
Elementary School; Colgate
Bright Smiles, Bright Futures®
New York Mobile Dental Van
Team; The Metropolitan
Museum of Art; Mount Vernon
High School; Neuberger
Museum of Art; New Rochelle
High School; The Omicron Iota
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc.; Sister to Sister
International, Inc.; The
Theodore D. Young Community
Center; The Wartburg Adult
Care Community Center and
Woodlands High School.
For additional information on
the Westchester County (NY)
Chapter of The Links,
Incorporated,  visit
h t t p : / / w e s t c h e s t e r -
countylinksinc.org.

Westchester County  of
NY Chapter of The Links,
Inc. celebrates 65 years 

OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network
and CBS to bring Rev. Run and
Tyrese Gibson’s Man School
series to television classroom

“When Rev Run, Tyrese and
CBS came to us with the idea of
a primetime series we were
energized by the chance to bring
OWN viewers something fresh
and entertainingly real in the
‘love space,’” said Sheri Salata,
president, OWN.  “We can’t
wait to turn them loose - enlight-
ening us all about what makes
men tick.”

“We are thrilled to be in business
with OWN on our first original
production for the network,”
said Scott Koondel, executive
vice president and chief licens-
ing officer for CBS Corp.
“Combining the enormous pop-
ularity of Tyrese and Rev Run
with engaging topics like love
and relationships will make a
very entertaining hour for view-
ers.”

Millions of fans throughout the
world know Tyrese Gibson for
his starring roles in two of the
biggest movie franchises as
Roman Pearce in Universal’s
juggernaut “Fast and Furious”
movie and the Paramount
Pictures franchise
“Transformers.” He is also a
four-time Grammy-nominated
platinum recording artist.
Gibson’s upcoming album,
BLACK ROSE – which marks
his last solo album – will be
released July 10, 2015 through
his own label, Voltron Recordz.
His new single from the album,
“Shame,” was the #1 Most
Added song to radio in the coun-
try and is currently  #4 on

Rev. Run
(Photo/courtesy OWN)

Tyrese Gibson 
(Photo courtesy/OWN)

Billboard. Gibson is also the
author of the New York Times
Bestseller How To Get Out Of
Your Own Way.  

Rev Run (aka Joseph Ward
Simmons) is a founding mem-
ber of RUN DMC, the interna-
tional platinum recording artists
who have been inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
Rev Run currently tours with
RUN DMC and also enjoys a
solo career as a DJ with residen-
cies worldwide. He then starred
in “Run’s House,” the reality
series that ran for six seasons on
MTV and spawned the spinoff
“Daddy’s Girls.”  He currently
stars in “Rev Run’s

Travel on the New York lane

on The Mid-South Tribune and the 

Black Information Highway at

www.blackinformationhighway.com
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“When Rev Run, Tyrese
and CBS came to us with
the idea of a primetime
series we were energized
by the chance to bring
OWN viewers something
fresh and entertainingly
real in the ‘love space,’
said Sheri Salata, presi-
dent, OWN. “We can’t
wait to turn them loose -
enlightening us all about
what makes men tick.”

Renovation” on HGTV and DIY
Network; “Rev Run’s Sunday
Suppers” on The Cooking
Channel; and “Rev Run Around
the World Adventures,” set to
debut later this year on The
Travel Channel.  He is the
author of several books includ-
ing Take Back Your Family:
How to Raise Respectful and
Loving Kids in a Dysfunctional
World, and Words of Wisdom:
Daily Affirmations of Faith.

The yet-to-be-titled series is
produced for OWN by CBS
Television Distribution in asso-
ciation with Voltron Pictures and
Simmons/Lehman Productions.
Eric Pankowski created the
show in collaboration with
Tyrese and Rev Run. Pankowski
is the showrunner/executive pro-
ducer. Joining him as executive
producers are Tyrese Gibson,
Joseph Simmons, Jerome
Martin, Isabella Castro and
Michael Lehman.
OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network

is the first and only network
named for, and inspired by, a
single iconic leader. Oprah
Winfrey's heart and creative
instincts inform the brand - and
the magnetism of the channel.
Winfrey provides leadership in
programming and attracts super-
star talent to join her in prime-
time, building a global commu-
nity of like-minded viewers and
leading that community to con-
nect on social media and
beyond. OWN is a singular des-
tination on cable.  Depth with
edge.  Heart. Star power.
Connection.  And endless possi-
bilities.  OWN is a joint venture
between Harpo, Inc. and
Discovery Communications.
The network debuted on January
1, 2011 and is available in 85
million homes.  The venture also
includes the award-winning dig-
ital platform Oprah.com.

For more information,
visit:http://www.oprah.com/own
a n d
press.discovery.com/us/own.

CBS Television Distribution is
the preeminent company in tele-
vision syndication. CTD pro-
duces or distributes 10 first-run
series and holds the largest dis-
tributed television library at
70,000 hours strong. Among
CTD’s critically-acclaimed pro-
grams are the #1 syndicated
series Judge Judy; talk leader Dr.
Phil; the #1 and #2 rated game
shows  Wheel of Fortune and
Jeopardy!; the Emmy Award-
winning talk shows Rachael Ray
and The Doctors; the #1 and #2
newsmagazines Entertainment
Tonight and Inside Edition,
along with The Insider; fresh-
man court show Hot Bench; and
popular off-network product,
including the CSI and Star Trek
franchises, Everybody Loves
Raymond, Frasier, NCIS,
Criminal Minds, NCIS: Los
Angeles, The Good Wife, Blue
Bloods, Hawaii Five-0, Hot in
Cleveland and Undercover
Boss. In addition, CTD handles
the domestic television distribu-
tion of CBS News, CBS Films
and Showtime. CTD is a unit of
CBS Corp.

Watch for
The Mid-South

Tribune’s 21st Annual
Black History Month

Special Edition in 
February 2016!

Welcome, Travelers!



Summer 2015 The Mid-South GOSPEL Tribune Page 5

Your 10-game-winning, conference-trophy-hoisting, top-25-finishing
Memphis Football Tigers are back. Get all six home games—including
Ole Miss on October 17—for just $89. Plus, rack up the rewards of a
901 Club season ticket holder.

Join the 901 by August 16 for:

• Season-long savings at 901-area partners like Tiger Bookstore, Mapco, Jet’s Pizza® and Supercuts
• Exclusive events like 901 Club Family Photo Night, Coach Fuente Chalk Talk, and more
• Bonus tickets to select Memphis Football games
• Discounted access to the TSF Tailgate Tent on Tiger Lane on game day
• Special drawings for Tigers memorabilia, tailgate catering, free road game travel,

Tigers fan gear and much more

Visit the901club.com for full details, and
grab your seats before August 16.

Ft Lauderdale, FL (July 14,
2015) -- The Gospel Music
Cruise has promised to provide
the very best names and talent in
the world of gospel music.  With
the likes of Kirk Franklin,
Yolanda Adams, Fred
Hammond, Shirley Caesar,
Marvin Sapp, Tye Tribbett, Take
6 and hosts, Kirk Whalum and
Regina Belle, it is safe to say
that Entertainment Cruise
Productions has lived up to their
vow.  But one name that was
missing from this list is missing
no longer.  Donnie McClurkin
will be joining many of his
friends onstage during concerts
aboard The Gospel Music
Cruise ’16 and will be instru-
mental in the development of the
2017 sailing.

A major force in the world of
gospel music, McClurkin has
won three GRAMMY awards,
tenStellar awards, two BET
awards, two Soul Train awards,
three Dove awards and four
NAACP Image awards. He is
one of the top-selling Gospel
music artists, with sales of over
10 million albums worldwide.

“From the moment I heard
about The Gospel Music Cruise,
I knew that I wanted to be a part
of this program,” offers Donnie.
“To be able to share a week with

Donnie McClurkin to join
the stars of gospel music on
the Gospel Music Cruise

this amazing group of artists and
be among the most devoted fans
we have is a blessing for all of
us.”

Cruise host Kirk Whalum, who
was instrumental in securing
McClurkin for the cruise, calls

Donnie “one of the most devot-
ed and talented performers I
have ever seen and heard,
regardless of the genre.  It will
be fun slotting Donnie into our
shows.  Who knows where and
when he will pop up and wow
everyone?”

The Gospel Music Cruise will
sail from March 6 through 13,
2016 departing from Ft
Lauderdale, Florida and travel-
ing to the glittering Caribbean
islands of Grand Turk, Puerto

“Cruise host Kirk
Whalum, who was instru-
mental in securing
McClurkin for the cruise,
calls Donnie ‘one of the
most devoted and talented
performers I have ever
seen and heard, regardless
of the genre.  It will be fun
slotting Donnie into our
shows.  Who knows where
and when he will pop up
and wow everyone?’”

Rico (San Juan), Tortola and
Half Moon Cay.  In addition to
the unrivaled gospel music tal-
ent, the cruise will feature daily
spiritual and enlightening events
as well as a vast array of activi-
ties that customarily are includ-
ed in an Entertainment Cruise
Productions.  The cruise is
designed to entertain, uplift and
bring guests and performers
together.  Cabin prices begin at
$1500 per person and include
admission to all major concerts,
all gourmet meals, 24 hour room
service and invitations to daily
events and parties.

ECP is a world's leader in full
ship charter music cruises.
Beginning more than a decade
ago, ECP, through its various
cruise programs, has produced
more than 50 full ship charters
featuring music themes as
diverse as Rock 'n Roll, Elvis,
R&B, Pop and Jazz. ECP’s for-
mula for success remains con-
stant among our various pro-
grams.  ECP is dedicated to pro-
vide the finest music and enter-
tainment cruise experience in
the world. 

For further information on
booking a cabin on The Gospel
Music Cruise, contact:
ECP Cruises (844) 870-7685

Read more on MegaFest in this edition!

See more on the Travel lane 
on

The Mid-South Tribune
and the 

Black Information Highway 
www.blackinformationhighway.com

Also, see Sports news and videos on the Sports lane!
Welcome, Travelers!

Sierra Leone’s Refugee All Stars
slated for 2016 at Buckman Ctr.
The Sierra Leone’s Refugee All

Stars will be slated for a per-
formance on Saturday, April 16,
2016. The special concert will
begin at 8:00 p.m. at the
Buckman Performing Art Center
at St. Mary’s Episcopal School,
60 Perkins Extended in
Memphis, TN. Admission is
$28. For more information, visit
www.buckmanartscenter.com or

call the box office at 901-537-
1483. 
The group consists of musicians
who met in Guinea refugee
camps while fleeing attacks in
their native country. The All
Stars turned their personal per-
secution and tragedy into uplift-
ing music captured in albums
and a documentary. 
The musicians are described as:

The band is a potent example of
the redeeming power of music
and the ability of the human
spirit to persevere through
unimaginable hardship, emerg-
ing with optimism intact.” 

Today they are one of Africa’s
top touring bands “with an
encouraging message of hope,
faith and joy.”
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‘Thrive: A Call to Healing’ makes
goal to  empower victims of sexual
abuse to fight their inner battles
Holly Springs, NC – Like forty-
nine million other Americans,
Vanessa Johnson became victim
to the life-altering plight of sex-
ual abuse. However, after devel-
oping a unique kind of courage
and forgiveness, Johnson’s heal-
ing proved that sexual abuse
does not have to be life-destroy-
ing.
In ‘Thrive: A Call to Healing’,

Johnson lays her story bare in an
attempt to inspire others to fight
back against abuse and destroy
its ability to control their des-
tiny.

Synopsis:
“THRIVE: A Call to Healing is
more than a book of emotional
healing; it is also a book of
courage, forgiveness and hope.
Vanessa Johnson has the
courage to break her silence and
tell her story so that other vic-
tims of sexual abuse can step out
and be helped and move towards
their healing. Through the ques-
tions of reflection at the end of
each chapter, the reader is chal-
lenged to look at their own life
and take the journey back to
their past so that they can be
healed in their present.
It is not an easy journey. For

some, it may not be a journey
that you are ready to take.
Vanessa Johnson has told her
story to encourage others during
their journey. This book is more
than just a “good read.” It is the
reader’s opportunity to experi-
ence healing with a challenge to
work through your own inner
battles that have kept you bound
and suffering. Congratulations
Vanessa! I am humbled to have
been a part of such a phenome-
nal book.

“Even though the abuse may
have ended decades ago, mil-
lions are left with the debilitat-
ing effects of its trauma,”
explains Johnson. “What they
crave is to know that they are not
alone; to hear the voice of some-
one who has walked a mile in
their shoes and can relate to their
most intimate of pains. I came
out the other side and feel that,
by sharing my story, I can
empower victims everywhere to
transform their lives and live a
life of prosperity and purpose.”
Continuing, “Life will never be
the same again, but it certainly
doesn’t have to be joyless or
without purpose. I’m currently
in place of true healing and
peace; something I could have
only dreamed of when the abuse
was actually taking place.”
Since its release, readers have
come out in force with positive
reviews. C. Robertson com-
ments, “This was an awesome
work, I can only imagine the
courage it took to be so transpar-
ent. I would recommend reading
this book if you have been
abused in any shape or form. It
is a true testimony that healing is
possible and within reach if you
are willing to put in the work. I
have truly been blessed with the
opportunity to read this book. I
would highly recommend this
book.”

N.J. Jefferson adds, “Very
transparent. She shows you that
all of us are abused in some way
or another. However, GOD is so
gracious. He always brings you
through.”

Vanessa has always had a
strong love and passion for those
who are hurting. Thrive2Heal is
a ministry that was founded to
help those who are struggling to
overcome the pain and devasta-
tion of past traumas in their
lives. Vanessa knows firsthand
how trauma can become a
destructive force in your life
without healing and restoration
taking place. Vanessa was raped
as a small child then suffered
periods of molestation at the
hands of an uncle. In God's infi-
nite wisdom He made sure that
through her fog of anger, disap-
pointment and shame, He would

heal and restore her by using
people in her life to help navi-
gate her to her divine destiny
and purpose in Him.
In 2006 Vanessa was licensed to
preach and teach the Gospel and
the seed of Thrive2Heal was laid
in her spirit. The trauma of
abuse did not destroy Vanessa as
the devil had intended but
instead it fueled a fire and desire
to see people healed from life
altering trauma. Vanessa is now
sharing with others the steps of

her journey to heal as a
Motivational Speaker, Life
Coach, and Author.
Vanessa has not only given birth
to a ministry focused on healing,
but in her powerful book called,
Thrive, A Call to Healing she
guides and challenges the reader
in taking the necessary steps to
not only heal but to know that
they have the power to manifest
that healing in their lives. She
believes wholeheartedly that
healing starts with a choice,
however, there can be obstacles
that you face that will be road-
blocks to making the right
choices for your life. Thrive, A
Call to Healing helps you identi-
fy roadblocks and remove them
so that you can see your way
clear to your destiny!
As an author, life coach, speak-
er, and a member of the
American Association of
Christian Counselors; Vanessa is
on a mission to move people
from a place of merely surviving
trauma. She is a living testimony
that destiny will not truly be ful-
filled until you have released the

pains of your past and no longer
allow traumas, past or present,
to define and direct your future.
Vanessa has been married to
Reginald D. Johnson, Sr. for 21
years and they have 2 sons. God
and Family are the mainstays in
her life. She is a faithful church
member at Christ Family
Church Cary, NC where she
serves on the Praise and Worship
team, Teen Ministry,
Discipleship Ministry, and The
Women's Prison Ministry.

The development of a non-profit
organization focused on build-
ing programs to reach as people
who need guidance to overcome
trauma like child sexual abuse is
in the planning stages. There are
approximately 39 million adult
survivors of abuse. Many of
those survivors are still in pain
and still silent. Vanessa would
like to bridge partnerships with
other organizations to become
united in seeing abuse of any
kind not just reduced, but
destroyed!

Book and author profile

“As an author, life coach,
speaker, and a member of
the American Association
of Christian Counselors;
Vanessa is on a mission to
move people from a place
of merely surviving trau-
ma. She is a living testimo-
ny that destiny will not
truly be fulfilled until you
have released the pains of
your past and no longer
allow traumas, past or
present, to define and
direct your future.”

See more book news in this edition and on the
Books lane on The Mid-South Tribune and the

Black Information Highway at
www.blackinformationhighway.com

Author takes fresh look
at Christianity, slavery,
and impact on Africa
ACCRA, Ghana – As a theolo-
gian and historian, author Dr.
Robinson A. Milwood Ph.D
reveals a fresh approach to the
history of the slave trade. His
publication, “White Christianity
Is Fraudulent” (published by
AuthorHouse UK), lets readers
know that slave trade is based on
greed, violence and racial
hatred.

The book discusses how slave
trade was a nefarious system and
institution based on cultural
racism, avariciousness, inveter-
ate mendacities, economic
rapacity for empire building and
political hegemony of Britain in
Europe and the world. The syn-
dication of people’s and institu-
tions used the apparition of an
invented Caucasian Jesus Christ
as Redeemer of the world with-
out any historical evidence to
brutally enslaved and murdered
Africans that they had kid-
napped into forceful displace-
ment, deracination, morcellation
and enslavement. The author
believes that it is impossible to

be a Christian without exposure
or connection to the slave trade.

The legacy and impact of the
profligate slave trade on Africa
is pandemic in Africa today with
the psychological and theologi-
cal impact on Africans confi-
dence, self-determination, eco-
nomic empowerment, heuristic
critical theological liberation
and technological advancement
are at a point of paralysis
throughout Africa and it is hor-
rendous to experience it in the
twenty first century.
Thought-provoking and enlight-
ening, “White Christianity Is
Fraudulent” reveals a new and
radical approach to discussing
slavery and poses a challenge to
traditional Christianity. It
encourages readers to cultivate a
tremendous value of African
slaves who died unjustly.
The book is available in hard-

back and e-book at Amazon and
Barnes & Noble.
Dr. Robinson A. Milwood Ph.D

Please see page  11
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By Glenn E. Martin

“The responsibility for the
death of Kalief Browder should
be placed squarely where it
belongs—not on some abstract
criminal justice system that has
failed all New Yorkers, but on
the leaders who lack the deter-
mination to change that system.
Mayor Bill De Blasio can take
steps to immediately reduce the
staggering violence of our penal
institutions. For starters, the
immediate removal of all youth
from Rikers Island is a conser-
vative step in the right direction.
There is no meaningful reform
that involves young people
remaining incarcerated on
Riker’s Island.”

“But without a concerted effort
to intervene in Riker’s well-doc-
ument pattern of abuse against
all of its incarcerated we ensure
the maintenance of an appalling
culture of violence. Observers
have long known that New
York’s premier institution of
punishment churns out human
carnage on a much grander scale
than public safety or rehabilita-
tion. Ultimately, he closing of

Dear Editor:

The Federation of Protestant
Welfare Agencies (FPWA) is
pleased that the City budget
agreement for FY 2016 includes
funding for initiatives champi-
oned by FPWA and its coalition
partners which promote upward
mobility for underserved com-
munities and low-wage workers
and which provide resources to
address our City's growing eco-
nomic inequality.

We are grateful for the strong
leadership of Councilmembers
Maria del Carmen Arroyo and
Helen Rosenthal for a $2.1 mil-
lion enhancement of the Worker
Cooperative Business
Development Initiative. Thanks
to a first-ever investment in FY
2015, the Worker Cooperative
Coalition has been able to incu-
bate 24 new worker cooperative
small businesses and is on track
to create 194 worker-owner
positions by this summer.
Worker cooperative businesses
anchor jobs in local communi-
ties across the City and build
both wealth and civic leadership
among low-wage workers. With
this increased investment, we
can address chronic long-term
unemployment and underem-
ployment by supporting the
start-up of 29 new worker coop-
erative small businesses with
positions for 295 new worker-
owners.   
FPWA thanks the City Council

and the Mayor for their commit-
ment to improving opportunities
for upward mobility in New
York City.  We look forward to
working with the City to grow
this vital initiative.”

Jennifer Jones Austin,
CEO and Executive Director,

FPWA, 
New York, New York

Prison reform statement on
the death of Kalief Browder

Rikers and the right-sizing and
decentralization of NYC's jail
system would present an oppor-
tunity to make smart invest-
ments in public safety measures
that have been shown to work.”

“Rikers Island is only as guilty
as the authors of its devastation
and those who look the other
way. Ultimately, we are all col-
lectively responsible for the
death of Kalief, since our insidi-
ous criminal justice system
exists in our name. The heart-
breaking loss of Kalief reminds
us that criminal justice reform
isn’t merely an academic exer-
cise being negotiated in our
nation’s power centers—the
lives of our children are literally

on the line.”

***
Glenn E. Martin  is the founder

and president of
JustLeadershipUSA (JLUSA),
an organization dedicated to cut-
ting the US correctional popula-
tion in half by 2030. JLUSA
empowers people most affected
by incarceration to drive policy
reform. Martin is a national
leader and criminal justice
reform advocate who spent six
years in New York State prisons.
Prior to founding JLUSA,
Martin served for seven years as
Vice President of Development
and Public Affairs at The
Fortune Society, one of the most
respected reentry organizations
in the country and six years as
Co-Director of the National
HIRE Network at the Legal
Action Center. For more infor-

See this article in PDF on
the Prison Reform and
Law lanes on The Mid-
South Tribune on the Black
Information Highway at
www.blackinformation-
highway.com

“Rikers Island is only
as guilty as the authors
of its devastation and
those who look the
other way. Ultimately,
we are all collectively
responsible for the
death of Kalief, since
our insidious criminal
justice system exists in
our name.”

View life with ‘A Cowboy and Some Special Horses’
By Daris Howard

As I watched the veterans ride
by on a big trailer in the Fourth
of July parade, I was reminded
of a good man I had grown to
know and love.

I first met Bob the day the men
from the church I attended had
gathered to cut and haul wood
for a widow in our community. I
was twenty-five, and the only
one under fifty that showed up,
so I was assigned the job of
throwing the blocks of wood
into the truck.

I would pick up one in each
hand and fling them onto the
load. After a while, I realized
that Bob was intently watching
me. He tried to grab a block of
wood in one hand. Though his
big, farm-roughened hands were
the size of bear claws, due to age
he didn’t have the strength, and
the wood slipped from his grasp.

He looked at me and smiled. “I
used to be able to do like you do.
But I don’t see many young peo-
ple anymore that can grasp a
fifty-pound log and toss it into
the truck like that.”

“That’s because they didn’t
grow up milking cows like we
did,” I replied.

“Did you work with horses,
“Not as teams,” I replied. “But I
did ride a lot herding cattle.”

“You ever heard of the
Lipizzan horses?” he excitedly
asked.

“Yes,” I told him. “I read a
book about the stallions and
their rescue during World War
II.”
“The mares also needed rescu-
ing,” Bob said. “And I was able
to be part of that. I was drafted
into the war, and as a young pri-
vate I found myself far from the

farm, fighting in Patton’s army.
The death and destruction were
unimaginable and took a mental
toll on me.
“I fought in the Battle of the

Bulge, losing many friends, and
I began doubt whether we, as
humans, had any redeeming
qualities. Then our commander
told us about allied prisoners of
war and some special horses that
were being held across the bor-
der in Czechoslovakia. We also
received word of an advancing
Soviet army, and our command-
er decided to attempt to free
both the prisoners and the horses
before the Soviets arrived.
“As we learned of our assign-

ment, for the first time in a long
time, I felt excitement for the
mission we were attempting. On
the most part, as we advanced,
people welcomed us, viewing
our arrival as salvation of their
beloved horses from destruction
by the Soviet Army. The only
problem we had came from stiff
resistance by German SS troops
near the border, but our tank
division quickly crushed them.”

“When we reached the town
where the horses and prisoners
were, instead of the fighting we
expected from the German army
stationed there, we were wel-
comed with an almost celebrato-
ry air. Not only were the
American, British, and Polish
prisoners of war happy to see us,
but the Czechs, and even the
German soldiers, cheered us. All
feared the advancing Soviet
army and welcomed our protec-
tion of the horses that they were
sure the Soviets would simply
slaughter for food.”
“The Germans welcomed you?”
I asked in surprise. Bob nodded.

“What was your assignment?” I
asked.

“Because of my experience
with horses, I helped load, trans-
port, and even ride them to safe-
ty beyond the border. For the
first time in a long time, I was
able to renew my faith in the
general goodness of people.”
I enjoyed my visit with Bob,

and as the years rolled by, I
never forgot it. When Bob grew
old and feeble, I went to visit
him. His good wife informed me
that he didn’t recognize anyone
anymore. When I told him who I
was, he looked blankly at me. As
I visited, I reminded him of his
story from years past. Suddenly
his eyes lit up. “You’re the guy
that could throw a block of
wood into the truck with one
hand?”
When I nodded, he leaned back

on his bed and spoke quietly. “If
you ever begin to doubt whether
people have any redeeming
value, just remember that in the
midst of the ravages of war, men
and women from opposite sides
were able to set aside their dif-
ferences and come together to

A person of distinction
and not of extinction

save some beautiful horses.” He
then turned to me, smiled, and
said, “Never forget that, and
your faith in the goodness of
mankind will never be
destroyed.”

And I have never forgotten.

***

Daris Howard, award-winning,
syndicated columnist, play-
wright, and author, can be con-
tacted at
daris@darishoward.com; or
visit his website You may visit
columnist Daris Howard’s web-
site at www.darishoward.com

Read 
The Mid-South Tribune

AND
The Mid-South

GOSPEL Tribune

Email letters to Editor to 
MSTnews@prodigy.net

By M. Linda Jaramillo
Executive Minister

Author’s Note: I wrote this com-
mentary almost nine years ago,
in September 2006. We don’t
usually reissue previous com-
mentaries, but in light of recent
disparaging remarks, it seemed
appropriate. The following is the
text, except for minor updates in
response to the current situation. 

*** 
Personal honor was a funda-

mental value in my upbringing.
However, honor was not about
arrogance or conceit; it was
about humility, honesty, and
respect for oneself and others.
We were to avoid boasting, yet
there was no question that we
were to be proud of our family
heritage and ancestry. We were
taught that we are a people of
distinction.

Our parents recognized that
social systems would tear us
down, so they worked extra hard
to instill a sense of history and
dignity in us. As children, we
were constantly told that we
were not as smart or important
as the Anglo children in our
schools and neighborhoods. As a
child, there were times that the
discriminating practices in our
segregated schools seemed
insurmountable, but our parents
modeled the belief that we could
make a difference in our own
destiny and so we did. 
My grandfather, many genera-

tions removed, was born in 1601
in the New Mexico Territory,
which includes the southern bor-
der states of Arizona and New
Mexico extending into Colorado
and parts of Texas. Yes, it was
before the Plymouth Rock land-
ing. Yes, it was before 1776.
Yes, it was when the land was
part of Mexico before being
claimed by the United States.

Yes, further back than many
American history books and
would be politicians account for.
The truth is that many of us did
not cross the border, rather the
border crossed us.
I am proud to claim this ances-

try and refuse to be accused of
“being a problem to American
society.” When discussing
immigration we should review
the history of the settling of this
land now known as the United
States. We must not forget that
the land was the homeland of
American Indian brothers and
sisters and stolen by European
invaders, ending authentic civi-
lization for thousands of people.
We should not forget that much
of the western region of the
United States region was
Mexico. We must remember that
99% of us are immigrants who
came in search of the American
dream. These historic realities
are often discounted because our
cultural elitism declares that we
are entitled to anything we want.

Disparaging descriptions of
immigrants, such as murderers,
rapists, criminals, free loaders,
leeches, illegal aliens, are
thrown around without regard
for their humanity or the poten-
tial for inciting hatred and
neighborhood warfare.
Generation after generation
wages war; however, these days
the wars are not confined to
nation against nation. Sadly, the
war now being waged against
immigrants within the bound-
aries of the United States is
resulting in fear and hatred of
one racial group against another.
As a Latina and a Christian, I

reject these accusations. Inciting
fear and hatred is certainly
inconsistent with the teachings
of Jesus who taught love, com-
passion, and human understand-
ing. Claiming a special prefer-

Please see page 11
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Editor’s Note: Below are
statements on the June 17,
2015 massacre of nine church
members, including Rev.
Clementa Pinckney of
Emanuel A.M.E. Church in
Charles, South Carolina.

***

The Reconciled Church on
the South Carolina

Murders
A Statement from Bishop
Harry Jackson, Bishop
T.D. Jakes and James

Robison

TheReconciledChurch.org

"Our hearts bleed for our black
brothers and sisters slain in a
church so long in the struggle
for liberty. Now we call on every
Christian congregation across
the U.S. to prove that love has
no color. Within the greater
Church body—and in its body of
influence—is every power to
wage peace. This is our opportu-
nity to exemplify a reconciled
church."
--Harry Jackson, T.D. Jakes and
James Robison founded and
head The Reconciled Church, a
national and nondenominational
Christian movement in response
to race-related violence and
deaths.

***
Bishop Harry Jackson on
South Carolina Murders

TheReconciledChurch.org

“For every optimist who
believed U.S. race problems
would fade as Millennials come
into their own, here’s the punch
in the gut. The only long-term
solution will be the one Rev.
Pinckney preached with his life:
to reject retaliation (which
solves nothing), to refuse to hate
back. The job for police, busi-
nesses, blacks, whites and local
leaders now is to begin to create
the solidarity that can rebuild
trust and ultimately restore
hope.”

--Bishop Harry Jackson founded
TRC--The Reconciled Church--
with BIshop T.D. Jakes and
James Robison--a national and
nondenominational movement
of Christian leaders bringing
practical solutions to seemingly
intractable problems associated
with race.

***
Statements from Wade

Henderson and the
Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights

WA S H I N G T O N — W a d e
Henderson, president and CEO
of The Leadership Conference
on Civil and Human Rights,
issued the following statement
in response to the murders of
nine parishioners Wednesday
night at the historic Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Charleston, S.C.:
“We are shocked and saddened
by the horrific, coldblooded
murders of nine parishioners at
the Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, including its
pastor, Rev. Clementa Pinckney,
who was also a state senator and
a brave and thoughtful commu-
nity leader. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the victims’
families and friends, the congre-
gation, the city of Charleston,
and everyone who has been
touched by this senseless and
evil violence.
The commission of a hate crime
anywhere is disturbing, but

For the Record: Statements on Emanuel Church massacre
when that violence takes place at
a house of worship for any reli-
gion, it is particularly abhorrent.
Black churches have been fre-
quent targets, as with the repre-
hensible 1963 bombing of the
16th Street Baptist Church in
Birmingham and the wave of
church arsons that swept
through the South in the 1990s.
Mother Emanuel, as it’s known,
holds a significant place in the
history of our nation. Founded
by free Blacks and slaves, it is
the oldest AME church in the
South, the oldest Black congre-
gation south of Baltimore, and
has been active throughout its
existence in the fight to secure
civil and human rights.
We commend Attorney General

Loretta Lynch and the Justice
Department’s Civil Rights
Division for opening up a hate
crime investigation into this
attack, and city, state and federal
law enforcement for working
together to capture the suspected
gunman. Their efforts are impor-
tant for securing justice as we
continue to mourn for the vic-
tims and support their communi-
ty.”

Wade Henderson is president
and CEO of The Leadership
Conference on Civil and Human
Rights, a coalition charged by
its diverse membership of more
than 200 national organizations
to promote and protect the rights
of all persons in the United
States. The Leadership
Conference works toward an
America as good as its ideals.
For more information on The
Leadership Conference, visit
www.civilrights.org.

***
Rev. Al Sharpton’s  Statement

calling for National Day of
Prayer in wake of Emanuel

shooting  

NEW YORK - This morning, in
the wake of the tragic shooting
deaths of nine people at the his-
toric Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston, South Carolina,
Rev. Al Sharpton, president and
founder of the National Action
Network, announced his call to
coordinate a national day of
prayer and healing. At a press
conference at the NAN
Headquarters, Rev. Sharpton
delivered the following remarks: 

"We have spoken with the
National Action Network Chair
in Charleston, Elder Johnson, as
well as with Reverend Nelson
Rivers who heads our religious
affairs department of Pastors in
North Charleston, who’ve been
talking with the Mayor of
Charleston and officials in North
Charleston.   
“I also spoke a few moments

ago with the Bishop John Bryant
who is the National Bishop of
the AME Church; he has just
arrived in Charleston. He is
headed to the vigil of some of
the local AME Ministers.  It is
our understanding that they have
taken into custody, the suspect.
The question becomes, now,
whether he acted alone, what
this involves, and how people
are further protected.

“This is by far, one of the most
horrendous acts that I’ve ever
seen. To walk into a church and
kill nine people in a place that
should be sacred is a new-low in
hate and atrocities in this coun-
try. And none of us are safe if we
cannot go to a Church for bible
study. The Representative Rev.
Pinckney who pastored this his-
toric church was one of those
that had fought for cameras on
the police.  He had, in fact, been

at the press conference announc-
ing that State Legislature, just a
couple of weeks ago with Rev.
Rivers.
“When I was there in April, he

joined a prayer vigil that we did
for Walker Scott, who was killed
by police there in Charleston,
and it was videotaped. We are
calling for a national day of
prayer for the families involved.
And we’re asking that people all
over the country of all races and
religions, pause and pray for
healing of this family.

“Rev. Pinckney was a father of
two children and married.  There
are other families involved. If in
fact the right man has been
caught, if in fact we’re now
dealing with just a lone gunman,
we must deal with the grief and
the mourning and the healing of
the families.   And we must go
forward and unite the communi-
ties against this kind of hatred.

“It is clear that this nation has
to deal with hate, and has to deal
with race, and to continue to cas-
tigate and demonize those who
continue to raise the issue is not
going to solve the problem. We,
every other day now, are hearing
different narratives: this by far,
the worst. Earlier this week, a
situation in Spokane about race
– a woman saying she wasn’t
white, but black. Race is still an
issue in this country. Hate is an
even more deadly issue. We
need to start coming to terms
with it.

“It was our intention to
announce a reward, but since
he’s [the suspect has] been cap-
tured, the National Action
Network will make arrange-
ments to distribute that to the
families as need be; whatever
our financial commitment would
be. We will be coordinating a
national day of prayer and heal-
ing, and we will be advised by
those in Charleston on how we
can be helpful beyond that.
Thank you.” 

***
Leaders of Nation's Largest

Federal Employee Union
React to Charleston Shooting

AFGE leaders express pro-
found grief, condolences for
everyone affected by church
shooting

WASHINGTON, June 18, 2015
/PRNewswire-USNewswire/ --
Leaders from the largest union
representing federal and D.C.
government employees today
expressed their profound grief
for the victims of last night's
deadly shooting at an historic
black church in downtown
Charleston, S.C.

American Federation of
Government Employees
National President J. David Cox
Sr., National Secretary-
Treasurer Eugene Hudson Jr.,
and National Vice President for
Women's and Fair Practices
Augusta Y. Thomas said the
mass killing of nine churchgoers
at the Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church is
yet another painful reminder that
a culture of violence continues
to permeate our nation's commu-
nities.

"Until we learn to treat each
other with respect, compassion
and dignity, we are doomed to
repeat this vicious and senseless
cycle of human-on-human vio-
lence that has taken its toll on
too many communities already,"
the AFGE leaders said in a joint
statement.
"By all accounts, the women and
men who were gathered at
Emanuel AME Church for their

weekly Bible study welcomed
into their group the young man
who would later turn his gun on
them in a brutal act of racial
hatred.
"Our hearts go out to the fami-
lies and friends of the victims
and to the entire community. We
at AFGE headquarters will be
gathering together this afternoon
for a moment of reflection and
contemplation, and we encour-
age other employers to allow
their workers to do the same.
"Our thoughts and prayers also
go out to the law enforcement
officers who worked diligently
to bring the suspected gunman
to justice.
"Today is a sad day for all
Americans, but our hope is that
we as a nation can come togeth-
er in our grief and strengthen the
human bonds that tie us all
together."
The American Federation of
Government Employees
(AFGE) is the largest federal
employee union, representing
670,000 workers in the federal
government and the government
of the District of Columbia .

***

ACLU of South Carolina
Statement on Charleston

Church Shooting

CHARLESTON – Victoria
Middleton, executive director of
the American Civil Liberties
Union of South Carolina, had
this comment in reaction to the
killing of nine people last
evening at Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church:
"The ACLU of South Carolina

expresses its profound condo-
lences to the victims' families in
the wake of this senseless
tragedy. Events like this are fur-
ther evidence that we need to be
fighting for racial equality in our
daily lives. Although the
motives are unclear at this point,
this attack against Black people
in an institution that has such
historical and cultural impor-
tance detracts from years of
healing undertaken by our com-
munities. Senator Clementa
Pinckney stood for civil liber-
ties, and we mourn his loss with
the other victims."

***
Congresswoman Lee
Responds to Emanuel
AME Church Tragedy

Washington, D.C. –
Congresswoman Barbara Lee
released this statement follow-
ing the tragedy at Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Charleston, SC:
“Last night, an unspeakable act
of violence claimed the lives of
nine people as they came togeth-
er to worship in peace.

My thoughts are with the vic-
tims, their families, the congre-
gation and the entire Charleston
community as they cope with

this loss.
This shooting was a senseless

act of hate and it has no place in
our society.
Throughout its long history, the

Emanuel AME Church has faced
many tragedies but has always
overcome. I know that the
Emanuel AME Church will con-
tinue to be a leading voice in the
community for justice and
peace.

As a nation, we stand ready to
assist our brothers and sisters in
Charleston as they grieve and
rebuild. You remain in our
thoughts and prayers.”

Congresswoman Lee is a mem-
ber of the Appropriations and
Budget Committees, the Steering
and Policy Committee, is a
Senior Democratic Whip, for-
mer chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus and co-chair of
the Progressive Caucus. She
serves as chair of the Whip’s
Task Force on Poverty and
Opportunity.

***
Statement by Rev. Al

Sharpton 
NEW YORK – Rev. Al
Sharpton, President of National
Action Network (NAN),
released the following statement
on the shooting death of nine
people at a historic black church
in Charleston, South Carolina:

“I am shocked and outraged
about the killing of nine inno-
cent people at Emanuel AME
Church in Charleston, South
Carolina. What has our society
come to when people in a prayer
meeting in the sacred halls of a
church can be shot in what is
deemed s possible hate crime?

“The Pastor of the church,
Reverend Clementa Pinckney,
worked closely with our
National Action Network
Chapter leader and our Vice
President of Religious Affairs,
Rev. Nelson Rivers. It is chilling
to me that just over two months
ago while I was in North
Charleston over the police
shooting of Walter Scott, I’m
reminded that Rev. Pinckney
was among the clergy who stood
with me at that occasion and
now he has fallen victim to
senseless violence.

“We must do what we can to
apprehend the killer and we
must support the families
involved in this tragedy.
Demagoguery, increasing ten-
sion, and talk of violence will
only make a mockery of what
we face.”  

***
Statement from Michael
Keegan, People For the

American Way 
On Wednesday night, nine peo-

ple were killed by a gunman at
Emanuel African Methodist

Episcopal Church in Charleston,
South Carolina. Among the vic-
tims was Reverend Clementa
Pinckney, who also served as a
South Carolina State Senator.
Reverend Pinckney was a mem-
ber of People For the American
Way Foundation's Young
Elected Officials (YEO)
Network as well as its African
American Ministers Leadership
Council (AAMLC).
"On behalf of everyone at
People For the American Way
Foundation, I want to convey
my deepest sympathy to the
families and community of
Reverend Pinckney and the
other victims of this crime," said
PFAW Foundation President
Michael Keegan. "To see our
friend and colleague struck
down in a senseless hate crime is
as heartbreaking as it is unjust.
The People For family is richer
for having known and collabo-
rated with Reverend Pinckney.
In the months and years to come,
we will continue our shared
work against bigotry and racism
and towards a more just America
in his memory. He will be
deeply missed."
"State Senator Clementa
Pinckney was the kind of leader
that America needs and the kind
of colleague and collaborator
that any elected official would
wish for," said Andrew Gillum,
Director of PFAW Foundation's
Young Elected Officials
Network. "In my years working
with the YEO Network, I've
been blessed to have known and
worked with many extraordinary
leaders, and none were more
committed to the cause of justice
and equality than Clementa. I
know I speak for every member
of the YEO Network when I say
that our thoughts and prayers are
with his family and the people of
Emanuel AME Church."
"On behalf of all the members of
the African American Ministers
Leadership Council and affiliate
People For the American Way's
African American Ministers In
Action, I want to extend our
prayers for our brother,
Reverend Clementa Pinckney, to
his family, the families of others
who were also killed and to all
the members of Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal
Church," said Rev. Terry
Alexander of Monumental
Missionary Baptist Church in
Florence, a South Carolina state
representative and an active
member of PFAW Foundation's
AAMLC. "To have known and
worked alongside Reverend
Pinckney, both in the communi-
ty and in the state legislature,
has been a great blessing in my
life. The scripture tells us that
God turns our darkness into
light, and I am deeply grateful
for the light that Clementa
brought into all our lives."

Email suggestions, opinions, photos, and Letters to Editor to 
MSTnews@prodigy.net or BlackInfoHwy@prodigy.net.

Travel on the Religion lane at www.blackinformationhighway.com
Welcome, Travelers!
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Dr. Janet Scott

“Be careful! Watch out for
attacks from the devil, your
great enemy. He prowls around
like a roaring lion, looking for
some victim to devour.” 

The Holy Bible, 1 Peter 5:8 
New Life Translation

By Dr. Janet Scott, 
Columnist

The Mid-South Tribune
and the 

Black Information Highway
www.

blackinformationhighway.com

At some point in everyone’s
life, you have felt like a victim.
There are times when it was
easy to fall into a trap. It was
unavoidable at other times.
Traps are designed to catch
someone or something.  It is nat-
ural when you find yourself feel-
ing, acting and thinking like a
victim. These traps could be var-
ious types of scams, marriage,
divorce, an addiction, police
stings, emotional or physical
entrapments, you see no way out
. In others, you may kick your-
self and say “how could I be so
stupid!” Whatever the situation,
it does not feel good. It is
depressing, frustrating and often
anxiety provoking.

Thinking and feeling like a
victim

Thinking like a victim is com-
mon to all of us. This thinking
originates from having encoun-
tered negative experiences in
which one has suffered an emo-
tional loss or injury. Some of the
common thoughts of a victim
are “Why me? Nothing goes
right for me even when I am
doing right! Nobody loves me.
My life is a mess. These types of
exaggerated thoughts help an
individual to remain in a state of
depression. One negative
thought tends to lead to another
one. A vicious pattern ensues.
Now you are stuck. The problem
comes from remaining in this
state of victimization. Yes,
everyone has felt like a victim
but how long are you going to
allow it to control your life?
How long are you going to con-
tinue to think these negative
thoughts which hinder your abil-
ity to function as a healthy indi-
vidual?
It is easy to feel a victim when

painful events occur in your life.
These feelings include hurt,
anger, disappointment, hope-
lessness, and sadness. It is also
when you feel sorry for yourself.
You want to have continual pity
parties.
To reinforce your victimization
your support system pampers
you in such a way that it fuels
your feelings of powerlessness.
This leads to you seeing yourself
as being too fragile to handle
life. You suppress your problem
solving skills and ability to be
assertive. The feelings of shame
and guilt often surface which
produces beliefs of not being
able to make it on your own
which leaves you feeling help-
less and needy. It is important to
remember that your thoughts
lead to feelings which result in
actions. When you are thinking
and acting like a victim, it opens

the door for others to take
advantage of you. It is an oppor-
tunity for others to profit from
your weakness. Remember that
the strong often prey on the
weak as oppose to reaching out
to help.

Taking Responsibility

Anytime you refuse to take
responsibility for yourself you
are opting to play the role of vic-
tim. When it is more convenient
to put the blame on others than
focus on yourself, you again
place yourself in the victim role.
When you point the finger out-
ward instead of inward, you are
finding fault elsewhere.
Consequently, you see yourself
as the victim. Let’s be very clear
that there are times when you
were forced into an unavoidable
situation. You could not have
done anything to change it. You
are a victim! As difficult as it
may be, you have to move for-
ward. You have to take responsi-
bility to get yourself out of your
personal maze.
To take responsibility for your-
self is the first step to changing
your thinking. It is a process. It
will take hard work. You must
learn to step outside the limited
boundary of your belief system.
This means take some risks. You
have to empower yourself with
positive thoughts. This can be
done with daily self affirma-
tions. It would be beneficial to
write them down. Post them in
your bedroom, bathroom,
kitchen, your car, office, etc.
This constant reminder is need-
ed and beneficial.

Benefits of Being a Victim

Often times people benefit from
being in the victim role. They
get attention. People listen to
them relive the event over and
over. Their inappropriate behav-
ior is often tolerated. People
allow them to feel sorry for
themselves. Things are done for
them that they can do for them-
selves. With these types of cir-
cumstances, why would some-
one want to give up the victim
role? There are too many bene-
fits for them! It is easy for others
to help cripple a victim without
being aware they are doing it.
They think they are helping
when it reality they are hinder-
ing.

Letting Go
It is time to turn your victim

mentality into that of a survivor.
You must learn to distinguish
your feelings from your
thoughts. Your thoughts arise
from your beliefs. You can be in
control of your destiny most of
the time whether you believe it
or not. You create your own real-
ity, thoughts and beliefs.
Learning to surrender small
things on a daily basis will help
you with relinquishing some of
your beliefs that are keeping you
trapped in that victim role. There
are some victims who fear their
world will collapse if they
change their beliefs or admit the
truth to themselves. The choices
you make on a daily basis are
based on your belief system.
You have to let go of your trau-
ma no matter how painful the
event. Write about the event, cry,
get angry, etc. You must let it go
for you to be mentally and emo-
tionally free. 

Rip up what you wrote and
throw it away. Tell yourself it is
time to remove the lock on your
trap. This will provide the
opportunity for you to have a
positive relationship with your-
self. It will also create the envi-
ronment for you to think in an
objective manner as you begin
to open up the possibility for
you to live each day as oppose to
existing. If you are paralyzed in
your trauma and unable to free

Victim thinking can
reinforce  pity parties

Washington, D.C. — Recently
EPA publicly released
EJSCREEN, a new web-based
environmental justice mapping
and screening tool that, for the
first time, will provide informa-
tion communities need to assess
environmental and health prob-
lems and disparities, across the
United States. 
EJSCREEN provides high reso-
lution maps showing nationally-
based demographic and environ-
mental information that helps
the user understand potential

By Eric Granof

Despite nationwide efforts to
curb domestic violence, recent
evidence suggests that the prob-
lem isn’t going away anytime
soon.  The Los Angeles Police
Department released statistics in
January that showed violent
crime actually increased 14.3%
the past year, the majority stem-
ming from domestic violence.

The New York City Housing
Authority released late last year
that showed domestic violence
to be on the rise in public hous-
ing, with nearly twice the num-
ber of reported incidents from
2009 to 2013.  And in Seattle,
the local YWCA provided serv-
ices to 10,515 abused women in
2014 – an increase of nearly
10% from the year prior.
It’s worth noting that while vic-

tims of abuse are typically
female, the National Domestic
Violence Hotline reported that in
2013, 13% of documented calls
for help they received came
from men.

It has been suggested that the
majority of recorded increases
are merely the result of how
police reports are file or how
collected data is interpreted.
Still, evidence shows that
domestic violence continues to
be a major problem throughout
the U.S.
Determining the cause is as dif-

ficult as it to unravel the person-

By Cherie Calbom, MSN

Sizzle isn’t just about summer
weather or the patio grill. Inside
your body, where you can’t see
the “smoke and fire,” there may
be an internal slow simmer or a
rolling boil at work called
inflammation.  It is the engine
that drives the most feared ill-
nesses of middle and old age.
It is estimated that more than
half of all Americans are
inflamed, with most people not
knowing they are. Most ailments
associated with chronic inflam-
mation, such as lupus, rheuma-
toid arthritis, diabetes,
fibromyalgia, atherosclerosis,
inflammatory bowel, chronic
pancreatitis, obesity, heart dis-
ease and Alzheimer’s disease,
could be helped with an anti-
inflammation diet.
If inflammation has been turning
up the heat inside your body,
you can cool the simmer with a
few key changes to your diet and
lifestyle.
Certain foods, such as dark red

cherries, ginger, dark chocolate,
berries and hibiscus, offer supe-
rior anti-inflammation proper-
ties. The following delicious
recipes not only spark your taste
buds, they dial down inflamma-
tion:

Alternative Medicine Shelf

Healing inflammation recipes may
be good for what ails inside the body 

Berry Power Smoothie

Berries help prevent damaging
effects of free radicals and
inflammation by turning off the
inflammatory signals triggered
by cytokines (cells that regulate
the immune system's response to
inflammation) and COX-2 (an
enzyme responsible for inflam-
mation and pain) making them
an ideal part of your anti-inflam-
mation diet.
Serves 1
1 cup unsweetened plant milk
such as hemp, coconut or
almond milk
½ cup blueberries, raspberries or
blackberries
1 pear
½ cup baby spinach
1 tsp. Indian gooseberry extract
(optional)*
1 tbsp. flaxseed
Ice cubes (optional, depending
on how cold you like your
smoothie)
Add all the ingredients to a
blender and process until
smooth

Ginger Twist Juice
Ginger has been shown in scien-
tific studies to have anti-inflam-
matory properties.
Serves 1
1 handful parsley 
½ lemon, peeled

4 carrots, scrubbed well, green
tops removed, ends trimmed
1-inch piece fresh ginger root,
peeled 
Cut produce to fit your juicer’s
feed tube. Juice ingredients and
stir. Pour into a glass and drink
as soon as possible.

Hibiscus Iced Tea Refresher

Hibiscus has powerful antioxi-
dants, even more than green tea.
It has been shown to lower high
blood pressure and uric acid for
people with gout.  It also helps
to quench the fires of inflamma-
tion.
Serves 6
Chopped hibiscus flowers or 5
hibiscus herbal tea bags
12 mint leaves (optional)
Juice of 1 lime (optional)
2 quarts purified water

Steep hibiscus tea or flowers in
water. I put it all in the refriger-
ator. In about an hour you have
iced tea.
You can take anti-inflammatory
drugs and supplements all year
long, but if you don't get rid of
pro-inflammatory foods and tox-
ins, you'll simply be pouring
good things on top of toxins and
fueling inflammation.

Cherie Calbom
(http://www.juiceladycherie.co
m/Juice/), MSN, is the author of
28 books, including her most
recent The Juice Lady’s Anti-
Inflammation Diet (Siloam
2015), which gives readers
scores of tips on inflammation
and the factors that contribute to
it, along with a 28-day menu
plan and recipes prepared with
the assistance of Chef Abby
Fammartino. Cherie’s other
titles includeThe Juice Lady’s
Turbo Diet, The Juice Lady’s
Big Book of Juices and Green
Smoothies, and Juicing for Life,
which has nearly 2 million
books in print in the United
States. Known as “The Juice
Lady” for her work with juicing
and health, Cherie has appeared
on HealthWatch for CNN along
with scores of TV and radio
shows and has appeared in
Shape, First for Women,
Women’s World, Men’s Journal,
Vogue, Quick & Simple, Marie
Claire and Elle. Cherie earned a
master of science degree in
whole foods nutrition from
Bastyr University. She has prac-
ticed as a clinical nutritionist
and currently offers Jumpstart
Healthy & Fit online e-courses
and health and wellness juice
retreats.

Please see page 11

Why domestic violence continues
to plague many communities 

Opinion

al dynamics in any given family
or relationship.  An already pre-
carious domestic environment
can be tipped out-of-balance
under the wrong circumstances.
The reasons can be as varied as
financial difficulties, problems
at work or the suspicion that a
partner is cheating.  Otherwise

loving family members can turn
into out-of-control monsters
under certain circumstances.  A
verbal attack and equally harsh
retaliation can soon escalate into
physical violence.  In a flash, the
police arrive and someone is
being hauled off to jail in hand-
cuffs, while the other may head-
ed to a hospital emergency
room.

Once the initial altercation has
passed, victims are typically at a
loss as to where to turn for help.
If they are in an abusive rela-
tionship, which is usually the
case, they may not know how to
escape from it.   Complicating
matters is the fact that they are
often called upon to bail out of
jail the very person who assault-
ed them in the first place.  They
can easily be caught up in situa-
tion that can turn ugly again –
sometimes with deadly results.

As for the perpetrator of
domestic abuse, the conse-
quences can be severe, especial-
ly in the event of a criminal con-

viction.

-  Loss of custodial or visitation
rights to one’s own child.
-  Payment of monetary damages
to cover a victim’s losses, which
may include severe punitive
damages.
-  Loss of one’s driver license.
-  Conviction for domestic vio-
lence or other felony will affect
future employment.
-  Those convicted of a felony
may be permanently barred from
voting in elections.
-  Hinder the ability to rent an
apartment or house.
-  Prevent eligibility for profes-
sional licenses (e.g., accounting,
electrician, insurance agent).

Bail bond agents are among the
first persons an individual will
speak with after they’ve been
arrested.  The purpose of posting
bail, of course, is to ensure that a
person who has been arrested
shows up for their court appear-
ances, with personal accounta-
bility being of paramount impor-
tance.
Emotions generally are running

high in these situations, but an
effective bondsman frequently
takes on the role of a counselor,
gently helping everyone get
through one of the most tumul-
tuous moments of their lives.
Working with families, they
often help them locate resources
necessary to aid in their recov-

ery -- critical to redirecting lives
possibly headed on a path to
destruction.

While domestic abuse contin-
ues to plague our nation, perpe-
trators must be made to under-
stand the consequences of their
actions.  It is equally important
for victims to know they have
viable options other than endur-
ing the continuing cycle of vio-
lence. 

***

Eric Granof serves as Vice
President of Corporate
Communications for
AIA/ExpertBail.  The AIA family
of companies is the nation’s
largest underwriter of bail and
has been partnering with agents
across the country for over a
century. Formed in 2003, AIA is
an alliance of the industry’s
leading insurance companies
Allegheny Casualty,
International Fidelity Insurance
Company and Associated Bond.

ExpertBail is a national net-
work of bail bonds agents, which
sets professional standards of
integrity and conduct for agen-
cies throughout the country.
Created by AIA, ExpertBail also
serves to educate the public on
how bail, properly handled, sup-
ports the criminal justice system
and increases public safety. Visit
website www.expertbail.com

EPA releases web screening tool
to assess environmental health

environmental justice issues in a
particular area. EJSCREEN only
includes data available on a
national scale but is an impor-
tant first step in identifying and
assisting communities overbur-
dened with pollution.
Communities can now test this
new environmental justice tool
by accessing it through EPA’s
w e b s i t e ,
www.epa.gov/EJSCREEN. EPA
will be seeking public input and
updating the interim tool by
early 2016, including by adding

data on hazardous air pollution.
Earthjustice has worked for
years to urge EPA to strengthen
the tools available to provide
information and assess the
health impacts and disparities of
pollution and environmental
problems at the community
level. EPA first committed to
create a national environmental
justice screening tool as part of
its Plan EJ 2014, the environ-
mental justice strategic plan cre-
ated by former Administrator
Lisa Jackson. 

In early 2015, together with over
40 community groups from
around the U.S., Earthjustice
submitted a letter to the
Administrator emphasizing the
importance of releasing
EJSCREEN for public input and
use as soon as possible.
Earthjustice will continue work-
ing with community groups to
review and consider appropriate
feedback on EJSCREEN during
EPA’s outreach period through
December 2015. 
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A person of distinction
from page 7
ence for one race above another
absolutely contradicts the basic
Christian message of “loving
our neighbor as ourselves.” 

Despite current soundbites, I
will not be told that people who
look like me are the problem of
American society. We are the
American society. We are people
of distinction, not extinction.
And we vote.

***
The Rev. M. Linda Jaramillo is

Executive Minister for the
UCC’s Justice and Witness

Ministries
The United Church of Christ

has more than 5,000 churches
throughout the United States.
Rooted in the Christian tradi-
tions of congregational gover-
nance and covenantal relation-
ships, each UCC setting speaks
only for itself and not on behalf
of every UCC congregation.
UCC members and churches are
free to differ on important social
issues, even as the UCC remains
principally committed to unity
in the midst of our diversity.

Christianity
and slavery
from page 6
is an ordained Methodist minis-
ter of religion. He holds doctor-
ate degrees from the USA and
Britain. Academically, he is a
theologian and historian. His
major academic area is
European Christianity and the
heinous transatlantic chattel
slave trade in African bodies. He
believes passionately that the
transatlantic chattel slave trade
is the foundation of capitalism,
industrialization and globaliza-
tion. It is the economic founda-
tion of Britain, Europe and
America.

Victim thinking and pity party
from page 10
yourself from being a victim,
please seek help from a mental
health professional to begin the
healing process. There is no
shame in seeking help. The
shame is not seeking help when
it is needed. It is liberating when
you become the captain of your
ship and the master of your soul.

***
Dr. Scott is a contributing

columnist for The Mid-South
Tribune. She is a National Board
Certified Counselor and a

Tennessee licensed professional
counselor with a mental health
provider designation offering
individual, group, couple and
family therapy. Her office is
located at 1331 Union Ave.,
Memphis, TN. 38104; phone:
901-722-8751.  
Her columns can also be found

on the Health Lane on the Black
Information and The Mid-South
Tribune ONLINE at
www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com  

Pre-order
your copy of 
DESTINY
by T. D. Jakes

at destinythebook.com

Profile: Dr. Alveda
C. King, advocate

Dr. Alveda C. King

Dr. Alveda C. King is the
daughter of the late slain civil
rights activist Rev. A. D. King
and niece of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. She is the founder of
King for America, Inc. and
mother of six and describes her-
self as a “doting grandmother.”  
She is the author of “The King
Family Legacy,” “Sons of
Thunder,” and “I Don’t Want
Your Man, I Want My Own.”
She is a former college profes-

sor and has a Master’s degree in
Business Management. 

A Doctorate of Laws conferred
by Saint Anslem College. In
addition, she has served on the
boards and committees of
Coalition of African American

Pastors, and the Judeo- Christian
Coalition for Constitutional
Restoration. Presently, she
serves as a consultant to the
Africa Humanitarian Christian
Fellowship.

Dr. King has also served in the
Georgia State House of
Representatives. She is an
accomplished actress and song-
writer and is a voice for the
Silent No More Awareness
Campaign, speaking about her
regret for her abortion. She
believes herself to be “Strong
advocate for life of the unborn,
faith in God not faith in govern-
ment bureaucracy.”  During the
years of the Civil Rights
Movement, led by her uncle, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., her fam-
ily home was bombed in
Birmingham, Alabama.

“Daddy’s house was bombed,
then in Louisville, Kentucky his
church office was bombed. I was
also jailed during the open hous-
ing movement,” Dr. King
recalls. 

She continues her long-term
work as a civil rights activist and
advocate for school choice as a
civil rights issue. 

Her articles and blogs can be
found by visiting:
http://www.priestsforlife.org/afr
icanamerican/blog/ 

Author Mills presents another
take on ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’
with the ‘Mockingbird Next Door’

SYNOPSIS
"To Kill a Mockingbird "by

Harper Lee is one of the best
loved novels of the twentieth
century. But for the last fifty
years, the novel's celebrated
author, Harper Lee, has said
almost nothing on the record.
Journalists have trekked to her
hometown of Monroeville,
Alabama, where Harper Lee,
known to her friends as Nelle,
has lived with her sister, Alice,
for decades, trying and failing to
get an interview with the author.
But in 2001, the Lee sisters
opened their door to "Chicago
Tribune "journalist Marja Mills.
It was the beginning of a long
conversation--and a great friend-
ship. 
In 2004, with the Lees' blessing,
Mills moved into the house next
door to the sisters. She spent the
next eighteen months there,
sharing coffee at McDonalds
and trips to the Laundromat with
Nelle, feeding the ducks and
going out for catfish supper with
the sisters, and exploring all
over lower Alabama with the
Lees' inner circle of friends.
Nelle shared her love of history,

literature, and the Southern way
of life with Mills, as well as her
keen sense of how journalism
should be practiced. As the sis-
ters decided to let Mills tell their
story, Nelle helped make sure
she was getting the story--and
the South--right. Alice, the keep-
er of the Lee family history,
shared the stories of their family. 
"The Mockingbird Next Door
"is the story of Mills's friendship
with the Lee sisters. It is a testa- 
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Jim Shepard presents Holocaust
lessons in ‘The Book of Aron’

Synopsis
From the hugely acclaimed

National Book Award finalist, a
novel that will join the shortlist
of classics about the Holocaust
and the children caught up in it. 
Aron, the narrator, is an engag-
ing if peculiar young boy whose
family is driven from the coun-
tryside into the Warsaw Ghetto.
As his family is slowly stripped
away from him, Aron and a
handful of boys and girls risk
their lives, smuggling and trad-
ing things through the "quaran-
tine walls" to keep their people
alive, hunted all the while by
blackmailers and by Jewish,
Polish, and German police (not
to mention the Gestapo).
Eventually Aron is "rescued" by
Janusz Korczak, a Jewish-Polish
doctor and advocate of chil-
dren's rights famous throughout
prewar Europe who, once the
Nazis swept in, was put in
charge of the ghetto orphanage.
In the end, of course, he and his
staff and all the children are put
on a train to Treblinka, but has
Aron managed to escape, to
spread word about the atrocities,

 

 

as Korczak hoped he would? 
Jim Shephard has masterfully
made this child's-eye view of the
Warsaw Ghetto mesmerizing,
sometimes comic despite all
odds, and truly heartbreaking. It
is nothing less than a master-
piece. 

About the Author
The author of six previous nov-
els and four collections of sto-
ries, Jim Shepard currently
teaches at Williams College. His
work has been published in The
New Yorker, The Atlantic,
McSweeney's, Tin House,
Zoetrope, Playboy, and Vice. 

Jim Shepard

Marja Mills

ment to the great intelligence,
sharp wit, and tremendous story-
telling power of these two
women, especially that of Nelle. 
Mills was given a rare opportu-
nity to know Nelle Harper Lee,
to be part of the Lees' life in
Alabama, and to hear them
reflect on their upbringing, their
corner of the Deep South, how
"To Kill a Mockingbird" affect-
ed their lives, and why Nelle 
Harper Lee chose to never write
another novel. 

About the Author
Marja Mills  is a former reporter
and feature writer for the
Chicago Tribune, where she was
a member of the staff that won a
Pulitzer Prize for a 2001 series
about O Hare Airport entitled
Gateway to Gridlock.

“...[T]he sisters decided to
let Mills tell their story, Nelle
helped make sure she was
getting the story--and the
South--right. Alice, the keep-
er of the Lee family history,
shared the stories of their
family... 

‘The Mockingbird Next
Door’ ‘is the story of Mills's
friendship with the Lee sis-
ters. It is a testament to the
great intelligence, sharp wit,
and tremendous storytelling
power of these two women,
especially that of Nelle.”

See more Books and
features on page 6 in
this ‘The Mid-South
GOSPEL Tribune’

edition

and read more in 
The Mid-South Tribune
and Black Information

Highway
www.

blackinformation
highway.com

Welcome, Travelers!

Download the 21st
Annual Black History

Special edition of 
The Mid-South Tribune

and the HBCUs
historical edition at

www.
blackinformation

highway.com

“As his family is slowly
stripped away from him,
Aron and a handful of boys
and girls risk their lives,
smuggling and trading
things through the "quar-
antine walls" to keep their
people alive, hunted all
the while by blackmailers
and by Jewish, Polish, and
German police (not to
mention the Gestapo).”

“There is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but lips of
knowledge are a precious jewel.” Proverbs 20:15
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Presenting
the Education Quilt

Honoring the History of
HBCUs

The Education Quilt 
Presented by 

The Mid-South Tribune, 
Black Information Highway 

and  
Hancock Fabrics

Hancockfabrics.com or call
877-FABRICS     

For more information, 
travel on the Education Quilt lane
on the Black Information Highway

at www.
blackinformationhighway.com

“Welcome, Travelers!”

The Education Quilt has
the patches of the 
Freedom Colors of 

Red, Black, and Green

Historical Black Colleges and Universities served
when others did not. Enhance these schools to
educate all who thirst for knowledge! See the
entire issue on the Education and HBCU lanes on
the Black Information Highway.com

 

Travel on

The Mid-South Tribune

The Mid-South
GOSPEL Tribune

and the 

Black Information
Highway

at
www.black

information
highway.

com

Submit religion news
and photos for ALL

states to
MSTnews@prodigy.net

Welcome, Travelers!

Oprah launches ‘Belief’ ... from front page
California is embarking on the
Hajj, a pilgrimage that is one of
the five tenets of his adopted
religion, Islam.  By joining mil-
lions of pilgrims in Mecca,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan hopes to
make peace with his past and
cement a promising future.
Finally, two leaders in Nigeria
who were former enemies 20
years ago, Christian Pastor
James Wuye and Muslim Imam
Muhammad Ashafa, come
together to reconcile and to
honor one of the most sacred
teachings at the heart of both
their faiths: love your enemies.    

Tuesday, October 20
“Belief: Acts of Faith”

Our beliefs can be a powerful
guiding force to endure and
overcome in some of the most
difficult situations.  In this
episode, everyone faces a chal-
lenge to overcome, and they find
their source of strength in a vari-
ety of different ways. In Topeka,
Kansas, Judi Bergquist visits her
son’s killer in prison with the
hope that the act of forgiveness
will help them both move for-
ward with their lives.  Next,
under the blue Guanajuato,
Mexico sky, Enedina Cuellar
Pacheco is riding on horseback
with Christ’s Cowboys in the
hopes a miracle heals her son
who suffered traumatic injuries
in a tragic car accident. Together
with thousands of riders, she
makes the rigorous trek to the
iconic 65-foot-tall statue of
Cristo Rey. Finally, on the small
Pentecost Island, Vanuatu, in the
South Pacific, a young boy,
Bebe, will act out a death-defy-
ing rite of passage into man-
hood.  Bebe will bravely land
dive off a giant wooden tower
with just a tree vine tied around
his ankles, participating in a
sacred ritual that his tribe
believes blesses the soil for a
bountiful harvest. 

Wednesday, October 21
“Belief: A Change Is Gonna

Come”
Explore how our beliefs help us
change.  First, Anju, a young
woman in central India, has
committed to forgo all of life’s
conveniences and permanently
sever ties with her family in
order to be initiated as a Jain
nun.  Anju must first pass three
tests designed to challenge her
commitment.  Next, Howard
Fallon and his daughter Shane
arrive in the Nevada desert for
Burning Man, an annual festival
that provides an experiment in
community art, self-expression
and culminates in the ritual
burning of a large wooden effi-
gy.  Howard and Shane are seek-
ing to reconnect and heal after
unimaginable personal loss.  In
another part of the American
desert, Ashly Hines, a member
of the Yavapai-Apache Nation,
prepares to participate in the
Sunrise Ceremony, a spiritual
ritual into womanhood.  Finally,
scientist Marcelo Gleiser stands
at the foot of one of the most
powerful telescopes in the
world.  He has journeyed to the
heart of the Atacama Desert in
Chile to look deep into space for
clues as to how the universe was
born and how it is changing over
time.  He finds the more he

searches the universe, the more
he must embrace the mystery of
the unknown. 

Thursday, October 22
“Belief: God Help Us”

When tragedy, illness or loss
feel overwhelming and relief
seem beyond our reach, many
believers appeal to their faith for
strength.  First, Karen
Cavanagh, a Catholic from
Slingerlands, New York is called
to the Sufi path as a way of heal-
ing from a traumatic brain
injury.  Karen travels to Konya,
Turkey to combine her Catholic
faith with the practice of becom-
ing a Whirling Dervish, a group
who worships through medita-
tive dance.  Next, in Lima, Peru,
a teenager, Beto, prays to the
Lord of Miracles, a painting of
Christ on the cross that is
revered throughout the country.
Beto is selected to march in an
annual procession honoring the
icon, bringing pride to his fami-
ly.  Then, in Lebanon, 13-year-
old Walid, a Syrian refugee
whose family fled their home in
war torn Syria, still finds a way
to participate in Ramadan, the
Islamic faith’s month of person-
al and spiritual reflection
observed with fasting and
prayer.  Finally, in Indonesia,
19-year-old Buddhist monk
Bodhi Cahyno believes medita-
tion can help him find a source
of inner strength after enduring a
challenging childhood.  Guided
by his mentor and teacher,
Bodhi travels to the holy site of
Borobudur in Indonesia – the
world’s largest Buddhist temple
– to celebrate Vesak, an annual
ritual that commemorates the
birth, enlightenment and death
of the Buddha.

Friday, October 23
“Belief: The Practice”

For many people, committing to
a spiritual life through study,
practice and compassion reveals
faith.  First, Shi Yan Fei is a
young Buddhist monk at the
Shaolin Monastery in Dengfeng,
China, who came to the
monastery because of his pas-
sion for Kung Fu.  While Shi
Yan Fei has nearly mastered
Kung Fu’s physical movements,
he has encountered difficulty
mastering the spiritual element.
Next, 65-year-old John Davie is
hoping to reconnect with his
Catholic faith as he embarks on
the “Way of Saint James,” a
500-mile trek through the coun-
tryside of France and Spain.  For
a thousand years, Christian pil-
grims have walked the
“Camino,” which culminates at
the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela in Galicia, Spain.
Then, Mohamed El Haskouri, a
teenage boy in Morocco studies
diligently to perfect his recita-
tion of the 80,000 words of the
Qur’an in an ancient art called
Tajweed.  Finally, two teenage
girls in Israel, 18-year-old
Jewish cellist Hagit and 17-year-
old Muslim flutist Mais find
common ground and friendship
in their shared love of perform-
ing classical music with the
Polyphony Orchestra. 

Saturday, October 24
“Belief: A Good Life”
Explore how beliefs help us face

the fear of death and the mystery
of what happens after we die.  In
this episode, we witness how
death can also be a powerful call
to action – to embrace life and
those we love.  In the shadows
of Mt. Everest, Lekshey
Choedhar, a young Buddhist
monk at the Pema Tsal Sakka
Monastery, learns a valuable les-
son about the fleeting nature of
life.  There, Buddhist monks
make devotional works of art
called sand mandalas, which
they then destroy in a ritual that
symbolizes the impermanence
of existence.  Next, atheist Alex
Honnold walks the edge
between life and death as a
world-renowned free-solo
climber.  He faces his mortality
and finds meaning in his life as
he climbs — with no ropes or
harnesses — up a towering cliff
in the Moab desert in eastern
Utah.  Then Donna Winzenreid,
a military wife and mother of
three in Colorado Springs,
Colorado who has been diag-
nosed with stage four pancreatic
cancer, fights for her life by
holding on to her Methodist

faith.  Next, India is home to
more than a billion people and
one of the world’s largest reli-
gions, Hinduism.  Once a year,
on the first day of spring, Hindus
from all walks of life unite to
celebrate the festival of colors –
Holi.  Gopesh Goswami, a
Hindu priest, celebrates Holi as
an opportunity to set aside daily
responsibilities and experience
joy, togetherness and the essence
of a good life.  Finally, from a
space shuttle orbiting Earth,
astronaut Jeff Hoffman stares
out at a pale blue dot suspended
in the vast expanse of the uni-
verse.  He describes it as a tran-
scendent experience, an over-
whelming feeling that human
beings are all truly connected.  

More about “BELIEF”

This groundbreaking original
series invites viewers to witness
some of the world’s most fasci-
nating spiritual journeys through
the eyes of the believers.
Traveling to the far reaches of
world, and to places cameras
have rarely been, “Belief”
searches the origins of diverse
faiths and the heart of what real-
ly matters.  From the epic to the
intimate, webbed throughout
each hour are stories of people
on spiritual journeys, taking
them to sacred spaces, includ-
ing: the largest peaceful gather-
ing in the history of the world as

“...[A]theist Alex Honnold
walks the edge between life
and death as a world-
renowned free-solo climber.
He faces his mortality and
finds meaning in his life as
he climbs — with no ropes or
harnesses — up a towering
cliff in the Moab desert in
eastern Utah.  Then Donna
Winzenreid, a military wife
and mother of three in
Colorado Springs, Colorado
who has been diagnosed with
stage four pancreatic cancer,
fights for her life by holding
on to her Methodist faith” 

a group of believers seek
redemption along the banks of a
holy river; a free climber on the
side of a mountain who believes
there is no greater power than
just being present as he climbs
without rope; inside the cere-
monies of the past as a 21st cen-
tury woman seeks to find a mir-
acle cure using ancient ceremo-
nial treatments; the quiet of the
night as a culture seeks to hang
on to its 50,000 year-old history
by searching the stars for insight
to share with future generations;
and, a courtroom and prison
where a grieving mother must
grapple with forgiveness as she
comes face-to-face with her
son’s killer.  These stories and
others will all lead us to ask:
“What do you believe?”
“Belief” is co-produced by the
award-winning production com-
panies Harpo Studios and part2
pictures.  Executive producers
are Oprah Winfrey, Sheri Salata,
Jon Sinclair, David Shadrack
Smith, Greg Henry and Kim
Woodard. 
OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network

is the first and only network
named for, and inspired by, a
single iconic leader. Oprah
Winfrey's heart and creative
instincts inform the brand - and
the magnetism of the channel.
Winfrey provides leadership in
programming and attracts super-
star talent to join her in prime-
time, building a global commu-
nity of like-minded viewers and
leading that community to con-
nect on social media and
beyond. OWN is a singular des-
tination on cable. Depth with
edge.  Heart. Star power.
Connection. And endless possi-
bilities. 
OWN is a joint venture between
Harpo, Inc. and Discovery
Communications.  The network
debuted on January 1, 2011 and
is available in 85 million homes.
The venture also includes the
award-winning digital platform
Oprah.com.

Read The Mid-South Tribune’s HBCUs special edition on the Black History lane on Black Information highway.com


